
THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

September 26-27, 2026

"Changing Lives through Worship, Compassion, and Christian Education"

Music of Preparation,
Welcome, Announcements, Greeting

Our Ministry:  We are a people of God who are: “Changing Lives through
Worship, Compassion, and Christian Education.”

Welcome! This is the Lord's house. The Lord is here to welcome all who have
come. Let us join in the spirit of love and peace for all who worship the Creator of
us all.

Devotions & Publications Available are found in the main entryway. Please leave
donation envelopes in the offering plate. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . WORSHIP NOTES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Note About Attendance Cards...Remember that the only way we may know you
are worshiping with us is by seeing your name on an attendance card. These cards
may be completed as you enter for worship and will be collected after the offering.
Use one card for each family that is gathered. Please list the name of each
person in worship. (Parents, please take responsibility for signing in your children)
There is a "Member" side as well as a "Guest" side. Please fill out the appropriate
side and pass them to the center aisle during the gathering of the offerings. The
cards are gathered after the offering has been collected. 

To Our Visitors...Our church and school have a few nooks and crannies, so don’t
be afraid to ask an usher where things are. Our pastor and any member here today
would also be glad to meet and assist you. A guest information packet is available
near the guest register in the main (west) entryway.

For All Who Worship...If you are arriving after the service has started, please allow
our ushers to assist you with seating. We ask that you avoid entering during the
confession, prayers, or Bible readings as these are quiet and meditative moments.

For Parents with Small Children...We love and want children in our services as
a part of God’s family, to spend time with Jesus, and to learn how to worship. We
also know that kids can be kids. We want you and your children to experience our
Lord’s love and to have a great opportunity to worship the Lord along with all who
are gathered here to praise our Savior’s name.
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DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING FOUR
(The music for the liturgy may be found on page 203 in the Hymnal)

Notes for Worship: As you prepare for worship this day, we invite you to turn to the prayer section
of the Hymnal (page 305). In addition to prayers for before and after worship, there are prayers for
all aspects of the Christian Life (some of the prayers are also located on the inside front cover of the
hymnal). May these prayers be useful in your worship.

 

Before worship prayer

Almighty God, grant that we, who have been redeemed from the old life of sin by
our baptism into the death and resurrection of Your Son Jesus Christ, may be
renewed by Your Holy Spirit to live in righteousness and true holiness; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN. 

We’re So Glad God Brought You Here Today!

Opening Hymn: “‘Come, Follow Me,’ the Savior Spake” LSB, hymn #688

“Come, follow Me,” the Savior spake,     “All in My way abiding;
Deny yourselves, the world forsake,     Obey My call and guiding.

O bear the cross, whate’er betide,     Take My example for your guide.

“I am the light, I light the way,     A godly life displaying;
I bid you walk as in the day;     I keep your feet from straying.

I am the way, and well I show     How you must sojourn here below.

“My heart abounds in lowliness,     My soul with love is glowing;
And gracious words My lips express,     With meekness overflowing.

My heart, My mind, My strength, My all,     To God I yield, on Him I call.

“I teach you how to shun and flee     What harms your soul’s salvation,
Your heart from ev’ry guile to free,     From sin and its temptation.
I am the refuge of the soul     And lead you to your heav’nly goal.”

Then let us follow Christ, our Lord,     And take the cross appointed
And, firmly clinging to His Word,     In suff’ring be undaunted.

For those who bear the battle’s strain     The crown of heav’nly life obtain.
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INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON

P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. Matthew 28:19b
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C: who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8
P: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in prayer and

praise in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word,
and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
Let us humble ourselves before our Good and gracious God.

(Moment of silent reflection)

P: Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner. Luke 18:13

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

P: Let us pray . . . Almighty God, 
C: merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and

gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly
forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen. John 20:19-23

KYRIE ~ Lord Have Mercy (Sung) Mark 10:47

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
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Gloria in Excelsis ~ Glory To God In The Highest (Sung) Luke 2:14; John 1:29

To God on high be glory     And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven     Proclaimed at Jesus' birth!

We praise and bless You, Father;     Your holy name we sing
Our thanks for Your great glory,     Lord God, our heav'nly King.

To You, O sole-begotten,     The Father's Son, we pray;
O Lamb of God, our Savior,     You take our sins away.
Have mercy on us, Jesus;     Receive our heartfelt cry,

Where You in pow'r are seated     At God's right hand on high

For You alone are holy,     You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever,     Be worshiped and adored;

You with the Holy Spirit     Alone are Lord Most High,
In God the Father's glory.     "Amen!" our glad reply.

P: The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray . . . .Lord Jesus, You are our great High Priest. Teach us to follow

Your example of service and sacrifice for others, so that more people may
know of the forgiveness that can only be found in You; for You live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen

(Please be Seated)

THE READING OF THE WORD

New Testament Lesson: Galatians 5:1-15 (Serve One Another)

For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again
to a yoke of slavery. Look: I, Paul, say to you that if you accept circumcision, Christ
will be of no advantage to you. I testify again to every man who accepts
circumcision that he is obligated to keep the whole law. You are severed from
Christ, you who would be justified by the law; you have fallen away from grace. For
through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness.
For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but
only faith working through love. You were running well. Who hindered you from
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obeying the truth? This persuasion is not from him who calls you. A little leaven
leavens the whole lump. I have confidence in the Lord that you will take no other
view than mine, and the one who is troubling you will bear the penalty, whoever he
is. But if I, brothers, still preach circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In
that case the offense of the cross has been removed. I wish those who unsettle you
would emasculate themselves! For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do
not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one
another. For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are not
consumed by one another.

Stand (as you are able)

Alleluia and Verse John 20:31

C: (Sung) Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  These things are written that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the tenth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Lesson: Mark 10:35-45 (The Son Of Man Came To Serve)

And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to [Jesus] and said to him,
“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” And he said to them,
“What do you want me to do for you?” And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at
your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” Jesus said to them, “You do not
know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be
baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” And they said to him, “We are
able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and with the
baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized, but to sit at my right hand
or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.”
And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John. And
Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know that those who are
considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise
authority over them. But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great
among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be
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slave of all. For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to
give his life as a ransom for many.”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be Seated)

Sermon Hymn: “Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way” LSB, hymn #857

Lord, help us walk Your servant way     Wherever love may lead
And, bending low, forgetting self,     Each serve the other’s need.

You came to earth, O Christ, as Lord,      But pow’r You laid aside.
You lived Your years in servanthood;      In lowliness You died.

No golden scepter but a towel      You place within the hands
Of those who seek to follow You     And live by Your commands.

You bid us bend our human pride     Nor count ourselves above
The lowest place, the meanest task     That waits the gift of love.

Lord, help us walk Your servant way     Wherever love may lead
And, bending low, forgetting self,     Each serve the other’s need.

Sermon: “Stewards Engaged In Serving” Mark 10:35-45

Stand (as you are able)

P: Let us confess our faith, using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day
he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
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of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen

(Please be Seated)

Tithes and Offerings/Attendance Cards

OFFERTORY - Create In Me LSB, Divine Service 3, pg 192-193

C: (Sung) Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within
me. Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit
from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and uphold me with
Thy free spirit.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 1 Timothy 2:1-4

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs. . . . O God, may You open our eyes to the covenant
of grace You have made with us in Jesus and may we keep this covenant by
believing in Jesus Christ and His salvation. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Almighty God, may we seek the greatness of service and follow our Lord in the

cross-shaped pattern of life and may we joyfully show forth His servant love in
faithful words and deeds. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Gracious God, may all that call upon You receive grace sufficient for their

every need and may they find healing in His name. We pray that you be with
those hospitalized this past week (Especially, . . . ). Also be with those who
continue treatment and healing at home. We pray for them and all those that
we name in our hearts . . . (Silence). O Lord, keep them firm in their faith and
their trust in You. Grant them relief, healing, and hope. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: O Lord, may there be peace among the nations, faithful leaders in this and

every place, and justice and freedom for all people; and may You, O Lord,
bless those who protect us, who defend our liberty, and who guard our
freedom. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
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P: O God, may we not be distracted by the emptiness of earthly glory, but seek
to serve one another as You have served us, paying the full cost of our
redemption and then giving to us freely the grace of forgiveness and eternal
life. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

(Additional prayers of the congregation. Each petition concludes w ith. . . )
P: . . . Lord, In Your Mercy,
C: Hear Our Prayer.

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has taught us to pray:

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen. Matthew 6:9-13

BLESSING

P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God. Psalm 103:1
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

C: Amen. Numbers 6:24-26

Closing Hymn: “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” LSB, hymn #685

Let us ever walk with Jesus,      Follow His example pure,
Through a world that would deceive us      And to sin our spirits lure.
Onward in His footsteps treading,      Pilgrims here, our home above,

Full of faith and hope and love,      Let us do the Father’s bidding.
Faithful Lord, with me abide;      I shall follow where You guide.
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Let us suffer here with Jesus      And with patience bear our cross.
Joy will follow all our sadness;      Where He is, there is no loss.

Though today we sow no laughter,      We shall reap celestial joy;
All discomforts that annoy      Shall give way to mirth hereafter.

Jesus, here I share Your woe;      Help me there Your joy to know.

Let us gladly die with Jesus.      Since by death He conquered death,
He will free us from destruction,      Give to us immortal breath.

Let us mortify all passion      That would lead us into sin;
And the grave that shuts us in      Shall but prove the gate to heaven.

Jesus, here with You I die,      There to live with You on high.

Let us also live with Jesus.      He has risen from the dead
That to life we may awaken.      Jesus, You are now our head.

We are Your own living members;      Where You live, there we shall be
In Your presence constantly,      Living there with You forever.

Jesus, let me faithful be,      Life eternal grant to me.

See You In Worship Next Week!

After worship prayer

Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the
ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out
with good courage, not knowing where we go but only that Your hand is leading us
and Your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN. 

Please join us for coffee and donut holes in the cafeteria after Sunday services.

Altar Flowers Altar flowers this weekend are given in memory of Greg LaVoie, by
Tim & Michelle LaVoie, Aidan and Nolan; also in loving memory of Rene and
Mildred Drazy on their anniversary, by their children Karen & Dan Beatty and
Sharon Drazy and granddaughter, Danielle Slager.
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