
THE ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

August 8-9, 2026

"Changing Lives through Worship, Compassion, and Christian Education"

Music of Preparation,
Welcome, Announcements, Greeting

Our Ministry:  We are a people of God who are: “Changing Lives through
Worship, Compassion, and Christian Education.”

Welcome! Come friends; let us worship the Creator/Redeemer of us all. With hands
stretched out toward others, we rejoice that we are privileged to worship the Lord
our God. Welcome all!

Devotions & Publications Available are found in the main entryway. Please leave
donation envelopes in the offering plate.
 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . WORSHIP NOTES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Note About Attendance Cards...Remember that the only way we may know you
are worshiping with us is by seeing your name on an attendance card. These cards
may be completed as you enter for worship and will be collected after the offering.
Use one card for each family that is gathered. Please list the name of each
person in worship. (Parents, please take responsibility for signing in your children)
There is a "Member" side as well as a "Guest" side. Please fill out the appropriate
side and pass them to the center aisle during the gathering of the offerings. The
cards are gathered after the offering has been collected. 

To Our Visitors...Our church and school have a few nooks and crannies, so don’t
be afraid to ask an usher where things are. Our pastor and any member here today
would also be glad to meet and assist you. A guest information packet is available
in the main entryway.

For All Who Worship...If you are arriving after the service has started, please allow
our ushers to assist you with seating. We ask that you avoid entering during the
confession, prayers, or Bible readings as these are quiet and meditative moments.

For Parents with Small Children...We love and want children in our services as
a part of God’s family, to spend time with Jesus, and to learn how to worship. We
want you and your children to experience our Lord’s love and to have a great
opportunity to worship the Lord along with all who are gathered here to praise our
Savior’s name.
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DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING FOUR
(The music for the liturgy may be found on page 203 in the Hymnal)

Notes for Worship: As you prepare for worship this day, we invite you to turn to the prayer section
of the Hymnal (page 305). In addition to prayers for before and after worship, there are prayers for
all aspects of the Christian Life (some of the prayers are also located on the inside front cover of the
hymnal). May these prayers be useful in your worship.

 

Before worship prayer

Almighty God, grant that we, who have been redeemed from the old life of sin by
our baptism into the death and resurrection of Your Son Jesus Christ, may be
renewed by Your Holy Spirit to live in righteousness and true holiness; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN. 

5:00 Special Music: “Here I Am Lord” (Nadine Engel, Sandy James, Ruth Fabbro)

8:30 Special Music: “Teach Me, O Lord” (Hosanna Choir)

We’re So Glad God Brought You Here Today!

Opening Hymn: “O Bless the Lord, My Soul” LSB, hymn #814

O bless the Lord, my soul!
    Let all within me join

And aid my tongue to bless His name
    Whose favors are divine.

O bless the Lord, my soul,
    Nor let His mercies lie

Forgotten in unthankfulness
    And without praises die!

'Tis He forgives thy sins;
    'Tis He relieves thy pain;

'Tis He that heals thy sicknesses
    And makes thee young again.
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He crowns thy life with love
    When ransomed from the grave;
He that redeemed my soul from hell

    Hath sov'reign pow'r to save.

He fills the poor with good;
    He gives the suff'rers rest.

The Lord hath judgments for the proud
    And justice for th'oppressed.

His wondrous works and ways
    He made by Moses known,

But sent the world His truth and grace
    By His belovèd Son.

INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON

P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. Matthew 28:19b
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C: who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8
P: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in prayer and

praise in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word,
and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
Let us humble ourselves before our Good and gracious God.

(Moment of silent reflection)

P: Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner. Luke 18:13

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

P: Let us pray . . . Almighty God, 
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C: merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and
gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly
forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen. John 20:19-23

KYRIE ~ Lord Have Mercy (Sung) Mark 10:47

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.

Gloria in Excelsis ~ Glory To God In The Highest (Sung) Luke 2:14; John 1:29

To God on high be glory     And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven     Proclaimed at Jesus' birth!

We praise and bless You, Father;     Your holy name we sing
Our thanks for Your great glory,     Lord God, our heav'nly King.

To You, O sole-begotten,     The Father's Son, we pray;
O Lamb of God, our Savior,     You take our sins away.
Have mercy on us, Jesus;     Receive our heartfelt cry,

Where You in pow'r are seated     At God's right hand on high

For You alone are holy,     You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever,     Be worshiped and adored;

You with the Holy Spirit     Alone are Lord Most High,
In God the Father's glory.     "Amen!" our glad reply.

P: The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray . . . .Almighty and most merciful God, preserve us from all harm

and danger that we, being ready in both body and soul, may cheerfully
accomplish what You want done; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen
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(Please be Seated)

5:00 Special Music: “Praise To The Lord, The Almighty” (Handbells)

THE READING OF THE WORD

Epistle Lesson: Romans 10:5-17 (Call On The Lord!)

Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who
does the commandments shall live by them. But the righteousness based on faith
says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring
Christ down) or “‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from
the dead). But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your
heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because, if you confess with your
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the
mouth one confesses and is saved. For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes
in him will not be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek;
the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. For
“everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” But how are they to call
on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of
whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone
preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How
beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” But they have not all
obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard
from us?” So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.

5:00 Special Music: “God of the Prophets” (Pastors’ Choir)

8:30 Special Music: “On Faith Alone” (Hosanna Choir)

Stand (as you are able)

Alleluia and Verse John 20:31
C: (Sung) Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  These things are written that you may

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
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P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 14:22-33 (Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid)

Immediately [Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the
other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds,
he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there
alone, but the boat by this time was a long way from the land, beaten by the waves,
for the wind was against them. And in the fourth watch of the night he came to
them, walking on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they
were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. But immediately
Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” And Peter
answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He
said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to
Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out,
“Lord, save me.” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him,
saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” And when they got into the
boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are
the Son of God.”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be Seated)

Sermon Hymn: “Blessed Are Thy Servants” Tune LSB, #686 (Nettleton)

Thy servants, poor in spirit,
Trusting only in Thy grace;

Rich with treasures of Your Gospel,
Sharing Christ's redeeming grace.

Thy servants bringing comfort
To all who mourn life's trials;
Holy Gospel's light dispelling 
Ev'ry snare of Satan's wiles
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Thy servants raising meek hearts
With the power of Thy Word;

Thy great love bears the weak ones
Through Christ Jesus, humble Lord.

Thy servants feed the hungry
With Thine own Son's righteousness;
Thy Lord's Supper, gift of His grace,
Feeds our hearts in faith and rest.

(Please stand for the Trinitarian Verse)

Thy servants bringing Christ's peace,
Changing lives through Gospel truth;

Hearts united in the Spirit
Praising Christ our risen Lord.

All the glory to the Father,
Who bestows His Church each guide;

To the Son and Holy Spirit,
Whose abundant gifts abide.

5:00 Sermon: “The Purpose is Given” Psalm 138:8

8:30 Sermon: “Beautiful Feet – Walking on Water” Matthew 14:25-31

Stand (as you are able)

P: Let us confess our faith, using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day
he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen
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(Please be Seated)

Tithes and Offerings/Attendance Cards

Presentation by the Board of Lay Ministry

OFFERTORY - Create In Me LSB, Divine Service 3, pg 192-193

C: (Sung) Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within
me. Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit
from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and uphold me with
Thy free spirit.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 1 Timothy 2:1-4

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.. . . .God of all creation, mighty Lord, gracious Father,
incline Your ear and hear our prayers, giving You thanks for Your good
creation, and especially for Your gift of salvation through faith in Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Preserve our faith and give us strength to believe, that
we may be confident of receiving Your salvation on the Last Day. Lord, in Your
mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Give to all pastors, leaders, and all people of Your Church great compassion

to readily help, support, and strengthen the faith of others. Grant that we may
have the capacity to walk together in the unity of confession, faith, and love.
Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Reach out Your hand, O Lord, and save all who call upon You for any help,

especially those who are sick or in any trouble. We pray that you be with those
hospitalized this past week (Especially, . . . ). Also be with those who continue
treatment and healing at home. We pray for them and all those that we name
in our hearts . . . (Silence). Gracious God, bless and strengthen in their
troubles. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

(Additional prayers of the congregation. Each petition concludes w ith. . . )
P: . . . Lord, In Your Mercy,
C: Hear Our Prayer.
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P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has taught us to pray:

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen. Matthew 6:9-13

BLESSING

P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God. Psalm 103:1
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

C: Amen. Numbers 6:24-26

Closing Hymn: “O Christ, Who Called the Twelve” LSB, hymn #856

O Christ, who called the Twelve
To rise and follow You,

Forsaking old, familiar ways
For ventures bold and new:
Grant us to hear Your call

To risk security
And, bound in heart and will to You,

Find perfect liberty.

O Christ, who taught the Twelve
The truth for ages sealed,

Whose words and works awakened faith,
The ways of God revealed:
Instruct us now, we pray,

By Your empow'ring Word.
True teacher, be for all who seek
Their light, their life, their Lord.
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O Christ, who led the Twelve
Among the desolate

And broke as bread of life for all
Your love compassionate:
Lead us along the ways

Where hope has nearly died
And help us climb the lonely hills

Where love is crucified.

O Christ, who sent the Twelve
On roads they'd never trod

To serve, to suffer, teach, proclaim
The nearer reign of God:

Send us on ways where faith
Transcends timidity,

Where love informs and hope sustains
Both life and ministry.

O Christ, the_apostles' Lord,
The martyrs' strength and song,

The crucified and risen King
To whom the saints belong:
Though generations pass,
Our tribute still we bring,

Our hymns a sacrifice of praise,
Our lives an offering.

See You In Worship Next Week!

After worship prayer

Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the
ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out
with good courage, not knowing where we go but only that Your hand is leading us
and Your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN. 
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Please join us for coffee and donut holes in the cafeteria after Sunday services.

Altar Flowers Altar flowers this weekend are given in loving memory of my
husband, Mike, by Pat Hatch; also given in loving memory of our father, George
Lueth, by Jerry & June Hoekstra, Jim & Jenny Mossman and Rod & Alexis Lueth.

ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH

Rev. Karl J. Koeppen . . . . . . . . . . . Senior Pastor
Rev. Roger A. Drinnon . . . . . . Associate Pastor
Mr. Brian Porter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Principal

Rev. David Baker . . . . . . . Missionary to Mongolia
Rev. Ross Engel . . . . . . . . . . . Adopt-A-Chaplain
Church & School Office: . . . . . . . . . . . 932-0312

Church Campus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 348 E. Merchant, Kankakee
School Campus and Church & School Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1780 Career Center Road, Bourbonnais
Church & School Website . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . www.stpaulslutheran.net
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