THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST Our Ministry: We are a people of God who are: “Changing Lives through
Worship, Compassion, and Christian Education.”
July 25-26, 2026
Welcome! Welcome! We rejoice in your presence as we gather in unity around the
"Changing Lives through Worship, Compassion, and Christian Education” throne of grace.

Devotions & Publications Available are found in the main entryway. Please leave
donation envelopes in the offering plate.

Note About Attendance Cards...Remember that the only way we may know you
are worshiping with us is by seeing your name on an attendance card. These cards
may be completed as you enter for worship and will be collected after the offering.
Use one card for each family that is gathered. Please list the name of each
person in worship. (Parents, please take responsibility for signing in your children)
There is a "Member" side as well as a "Guest" side. Please fill out the appropriate
side and pass them to the center aisle during the gathering of the offerings. The
cards are gathered after the offering has been collected.

To Our Visitors...Our church and school have a few nooks and crannies, so don’t
be afraid to ask an usher where things are. Our pastor and any member here today
would also be glad to meet and assist you. A guest information packet is available
in the main entryway.

For All Who Worship...If you are arriving after the service has started, please allow
our ushers to assist you with seating. We ask that you avoid entering during the
confession, prayers, or Bible readings as these are quiet and meditative moments.

For Parents with Small Children...We love and want children in our services as
a part of God’s family, to spend time with Jesus, and to learn how to worship. We
want you and your children to experience our Lord’s love and to have a great
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Seeking
opportunity to worship the Lord along with all who are gathered here to praise our
Treas ure Savior's name.

Music of Preparation,
Welcome, Announcements, Greeting



DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING FOUR
(The music for the liturgy may be found on page 203 in the Hymnal)

Notes for Worship: As you prepare for worship this day, we invite you to turn to the prayer section
of the Hymnal (page 305). In addition to prayers for before and after worship, there are prayers for
all aspects of the Christian Life (some of the prayers are also located on the inside front cover of the
hymnal). May these prayers be useful in your worship.

Before worship prayer

Almighty God, grant that we, who have been redeemed from the old life of sin by our
baptism into the death and resurrection of Your Son Jesus Christ, may be renewed by Your
Holy Spirit to live in righteousness and true holiness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN.

We’re So Glad God Brought You Here Today!

Pre-Service Music: “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love” and “All Depends on
Our Possessing” Liz Deck, flute

Opening Hymn: “All Depends on Our Possessing” LSB, hymn #732

All depends on our possessing
God’s abundant grace and blessing,
Though all earthly wealth depart.
They who trust with faith unshaken
By their God are not forsaken
And will keep a dauntless heart.

He who to this day has fed me
And to many joys has led me
Is and ever shall be mine.
He who ever gently schools me,
He who daily guides and rules me
Will remain my help divine.

Many spend their lives in fretting
Over trifles and in getting
Things that have no solid ground.
| shall strive to win a treasure
That will bring me lasting pleasure
And that now is seldom found.
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When with sorrow | am stricken,
Hope anew my heart will quicken;
All my longing shall be stilled.
To His loving-kindness tender
Soul and body | surrender,
For on God alone | build.

Well He knows what best to grant me;
All the longing hopes that haunt me,
Joy and sorrow, have their day.
| shall doubt His wisdom never;

As God wills, so be it ever;
| commit to Him my way.

If my days on earth He lengthen,
God my weary soul will strengthen;

All my trust in Him | place.
Earthly wealth is not abiding,
Like a stream away is gliding;

Safe | anchor in His grace.

INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen. Matthew 28:19b
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in prayer and
praise in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word,
and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.

Let us humble ourselves before our Good and gracious God.

(Moment of silent reflection)



P: Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner. Luke 18:13

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

P: Letuspray ... Almighty God,

C: merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and
gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly
forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

P:  Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen. John 20:19-23

KYRIE ~ Lord Have Mercy (Sung) Mark 10:47
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
Gloria in Excelsis ~ Glory To God In The Highest (Sung) Luke 2:14; John 1:29

To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus' birth!
We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name we sing
Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav'nly King.

To You, O sole-begotten, The Father's Son, we pray;

O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away.

Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry,
Where You in pow'r are seated At God's right hand on high

For You alone are holy, You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever, Be worshiped and adored,;
You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High,
In God the Father's glory. "Amen!" our glad reply.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray . . . .Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith,
hope, and love, that, receiving what You have promised, we may love what
You have commanded; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen

(Please be Seated)

2 Timothy 4:22

90T

THE READING OF THE WORD
Epistle Lesson: Romans 8:28-39

(God'’s Love For Us!)

We know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those
who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the
firstborn among many brothers. And those whom he predestined he also called, and
those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also
glorified. What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be
against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will
he not also with him graciously give us all things? Who shall bring any charge
against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the
one who died - more than that, who was raised - who is at the right hand of God,
who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or
sword? As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are
regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him who loved us. For | am sure that neither death nor life, nor
angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Stand (as you are able)




Alleluia and Verse John 20:31
C: (Sung) Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. These things are written that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 13:44-52 (A Priceless Treasure)

[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man
found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys
that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls,
who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought
it. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and
gathered fish of every kind. When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and
sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. So it will be at the close of
the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and
throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth. Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” And he
said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of
heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and
what is old.”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be Seated)
Sermon Hymn: “Jesus, Priceless Treasure” LSB, hymn #743

Jesus, priceless treasure,
Fount of purest pleasure,  Truest friend to me,
Ah, how long in anguish
Shall my spirit languish,  Yearning, Lord, for Thee?
Thou art mine, O Lamb divine!
| will suffer naught to hide Thee;
Naught | ask beside Thee.

In Thine arms | rest me;
Foes who would molest me Cannot reach me here.
Though the earth be shaking,
Ev'ry heart be quaking, Jesus calms my fear.
Lightnings flash And thunders crash;
Yet, though sin and hell assail me,
Jesus will not fail me.

Satan, | defy thee;
Death, | now decry thee; Fear, | bid thee cease.
World, thou shalt not harm me
Nor thy threats alarm me  While | sing of peace.
God'’s great pow’r Guards ev’ry hour;
Earth and all its depths adore Him,
Silent bow before Him.

Hence, all earthly treasure!
Jesus is my pleasure, Jesus is my choice.
Hence, all empty glory!
Naught to me thy story Told with tempting voice.
Pain or loss, Or shame or cross,
Shall not from my Savior move me
Since He deigns to love me.

Evil world, | leave thee;
Thou canst not deceive me, Thine appeal is vain.
Sin that once did blind me,
Get thee far behind me, Come not forth again.
Past thy hour, O pride and pow'r;
Sinful life, thy bonds | sever,
Leave thee now forever.



Hence, all fear and sadness!
For the Lord of gladness, Jesus, enters in.
Those who love the Father,
Though the storms may gather, Still have peace within.
Yea, whate’er | here must bear,
Thou art still my purest pleasure,

Jesus, priceless treasure!
Sermon: “The Son Seeks Treasure” Matthew 13:44-52

Stand (as you are able)

P: Let us confess our faith, using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C: | believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day
he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge
the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen

(Please be Seated)
Tithes and Offerings/Attendance Cards

Special Music: “Take My Life and Let It Be” Liz Deck, flute

OFFERTORY - Create In Me LSB, Divine Service 3, pg 192-193

C: (Sung) Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within
me. Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit
from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and uphold me with
Thy free spirit.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

1 Timothy 2:1-4

P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs. . . . Mighty Lord, we need Your constant defense in
a world of death, danger, and distraction. Guard us in both body and soul, that
Your people might live to the praise of our victorious Savior, Jesus. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Generous Lord, all good things are gifts from Your holy hand. Undo our
attitudes of selfishness and renew within us a spirit of generosity, freely giving
of our treasures to the needy in our midst. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Seeking and saving Lord, You tirelessly pursue the children of earth with Your
goodness and mercy. Soften hearts hardened to Your Gospel and activate
Your people to witness to Your goodness. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Faithful Lord, despite our sin, You keep covenant and steadfast love. Rescue
families where loyalties have been betrayed and trust broken. Mend hurting
hearts with forgiveness and restore them by Your grace. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

All-seeing Lord, You set Your heart on the least and fewest. Set Your heart
once again on the lonely, the dying, the poor, and the sick. We pray that you
be with those hospitalized this past week (Especially, . . . ). Also be with those
who continue treatment and healing at home. We pray for them and all those
that we name in our hearts . . . (Silence). O Lord, bring good in the midst of
their challenges and remind us that no problem is too big for Your power and
no one is too small to escape Your notice. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(Additional prayers of the congregation. Each petition concludes with. . . )
P: ...Lord, In Your Mercy,
C: Hear Our Prayer.

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has taught us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
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bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen. Matthew 6:9-13

BLESSING

Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God. Psalm 103:1
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

C: Amen. Numbers 6:24-26

Closing Hymn: “Take My Life and Let It Be” LSB, hymn #783

Take my life and let it be Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;
Take my moments and my days, Let them flow in ceaseless praise.
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Take my hands and let them move At the impulse of Thy love;
Take my feet and let them be Swift and beautiful for Thee.

Take my voice and let me sing Always, only for my King;
Take my lips and let them be Filled with messages from Thee.

Take my silver and my gold, Not a mite would | withhold;
Take my intellect and use Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose.

Take my will and make it Thine, It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own, It shall be Thy royal throne.

Take my love, my Lord, | pour At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and | will be Ever, only, all for Thee.

See You In Worship Next Week!
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After worship prayer

Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the
ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out
with good courage, not knowing where we go but only that Your hand is leading us
and Your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN.

Please join us for coffee and donut holes in the cafeteria after Sunday services.

Altar Flowers Altar flowers this weekend are given in loving memory of our dad,
grandpa and great-grandpa, Louis Wolfe on his birthday, July 25", by Jim & Carol
Baron and John, Christie, & Layna Rahn; also in loving memory of my twin brother
Joseph, and my mother, Edna Curwick on her birthday, by Carol Ginger.
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