
THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

July 11-12, 2026

"Changing Lives through Worship, Compassion, and Christian Education"

Music of Preparation,
Welcome, Announcements, Greeting

Our Ministry:  We are a people of God who are: “Changing Lives through
Worship, Compassion, and Christian Education.”

Welcome! We welcome all who have come to glorify God in worship. May our
hearts reach out to God and to one another in love. We are glad you are here.

Devotions & Publications Available are found in the main entryway. Please leave
donation envelopes in the offering plate. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . WORSHIP NOTES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Note About Attendance Cards...Remember that the only way we may know you
are worshiping with us is by seeing your name on an attendance card. These cards
may be completed as you enter for worship and will be collected after the offering.
Use one card for each family that is gathered. Please list the name of each
person in worship. (Parents, please take responsibility for signing in your children)
There is a "Member" side as well as a "Guest" side. Please fill out the appropriate
side and pass them to the center aisle during the gathering of the offerings. The
cards are gathered after the offering has been collected. 

To Our Visitors...Our church and school have a few nooks and crannies, so don’t
be afraid to ask an usher where things are. Our pastor and any member here today
would also be glad to meet and assist you. A guest information packet is available
in the main entryway.

For All Who Worship...If you are arriving after the service has started, please allow
our ushers to assist you with seating. We ask that you avoid entering during the
confession, prayers, or Bible readings as these are quiet and meditative moments.

For Parents with Small Children...We love and want children in our services as
a part of God’s family, to spend time with Jesus, and to learn how to worship. We
want you and your children to experience our Lord’s love and to have a great
opportunity to worship the Lord along with all who are gathered here to praise our
Savior’s name.
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DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING FOUR
(The music for the liturgy may be found on page 203 in the Hymnal)

Notes for Worship: As you prepare for worship this day, we invite you to turn to the prayer section
of the Hymnal (page 305). In addition to prayers for before and after worship, there are prayers for
all aspects of the Christian Life (some of the prayers are also located on the inside front cover of the
hymnal). May these prayers be useful in your worship.

 

Before worship prayer

Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In
the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house
to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord.
AMEN.

We’re So Glad God Brought You Here Today!

Opening Hymn: “Preach You the Word” LSB, hymn #586 (tune 704)

Preach you the Word and plant it home
To men who like or like it not,

The Word that shall endure and stand
When flow’rs and men shall be forgot.

We know how hard, O Lord, the task
Your servant bade us undertake:

To preach Your Word and never ask
What prideful profit it may make.

The sower sows; his reckless love
Scatters abroad the goodly seed,

Intent alone that all may have
The wholesome loaves that all men need.

Though some be snatched and some be scorched
And some be choked and matted flat,
The sower sows; his heart cries out,
“Oh, what of that, and what of that?”

3

Of all his scattered plenteousness
One-fourth waves ripe on hill and flat,

And bears a harvest hundredfold:
“Ah, what of that, Lord, what of that!”

Preach you the Word and plant it home
And never faint; the Harvest Lord
Who gave the sower seed to sow

Will watch and tend His planted Word.

INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON

P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. Matthew 28:19b
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C: who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8
P: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in prayer and

praise in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word,
and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
Let us humble ourselves before our Good and gracious God.

(Moment of silent reflection)

P: Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner. Luke 18:13

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

P: Let us pray . . . Almighty God, 
C: merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and

gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly
forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen. John 20:19-23

KYRIE ~ Lord Have Mercy (Sung) Mark 10:47

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.

Gloria in Excelsis ~ Glory To God In The Highest (Sung) Luke 2:14; John 1:29

To God on high be glory     And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven     Proclaimed at Jesus' birth!

We praise and bless You, Father;     Your holy name we sing
Our thanks for Your great glory,     Lord God, our heav'nly King.

To You, O sole-begotten,     The Father's Son, we pray;
O Lamb of God, our Savior,     You take our sins away.
Have mercy on us, Jesus;     Receive our heartfelt cry,

Where You in pow'r are seated     At God's right hand on high

For You alone are holy,     You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever,     Be worshiped and adored;

You with the Holy Spirit     Alone are Lord Most High,
In God the Father's glory.     "Amen!" our glad reply.

P: The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray . . . .Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to

be written for our learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn,
and inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed
hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen

(Please be Seated)
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THE READING OF THE WORD

Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 55:10-13 (God’s Powerful Word Goes Forth)

“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but
water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread
to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to
me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the
thing for which I sent it. “For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the
mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into singing, and all the trees
of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall make a name for the Lord,
an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”

Epistle Lesson: Romans 8:12-17 (Led By The Spirit)

So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. For
if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the
deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of
God. For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have
received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit
himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children,
then heirs - heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in
order that we may also be glorified with him.

Stand (as you are able)

Alleluia and Verse John 20:31
C: (Sung) Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  These things are written that you may

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 (The Sower, The Seed, The Harvest)

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. And great
crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole
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crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A
sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the
birds came and devoured them. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did
not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of
soil, but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they
withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked
them. Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some
sixty, some thirty. He who has ears, let him hear. . . .“Hear then the parable of the
sower: When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the
evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what
was sown along the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one
who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, yet he has no root in
himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on
account of the word, immediately he falls away. As for what was sown among
thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the
deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. As for what was
sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He
indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in
another thirty.”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be Seated)

Sermon Hymn: “Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast” LSB, hymn #577

Almighty God, Your Word is cast   Like seed into the ground;
Now let the dew of heav’n descend   And righteous fruits abound.

Let not the sly satanic foe   This holy seed remove,
But give it root in ev’ry heart   To bring forth fruits of love.

Let not the world’s deceitful cares   The rising plant destroy,
But let it yield a hundredfold   The fruits of peace and joy.
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So when the precious seed is sown,   Life-giving grace bestow
That all whose souls the truth receive   Its saving pow’r may know.

Sermon: “What a Waste!” Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

Stand (as you are able)

P: Let us confess our faith, using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day
he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen

(Please be Seated)

Tithes and Offerings/Attendance Cards

OFFERTORY - Create In Me LSB, Divine Service 3, pg 192-193

C: (Sung) Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within
me. Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit
from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and uphold me with
Thy free spirit.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 1 Timothy 2:1-4

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs. . . . For us here and for the Church around the world,
that we may be receptive soil, receiving the Word with joy and returning to God
the harvest He so dearly desires. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: For the peoples of this world, that just as God’s good creation responds to sun

and rain with fruitful abundance, so also the leaders of the nations would
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respond to His call for justice and mercy within their borders, and peace and
harmony with neighbor states. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: For all who are tempted by Satan, all who are burdened by the cares of this

world and the deceitfulness of riches, and all who endure tribulation and
persecution for the sake of Christ, that the Holy Spirit would strengthen them
in faith and bring them to serenity and joy. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: For all who till the soil, manage businesses large and small, protect the nation

from harm, keep the peace in our communities, respond to emergencies of
health, fire, and flood, and meet the physical and emotional needs of those
who rely on them, that God would strengthen and protect them, and move us
all to appreciate their efforts on our behalf. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: For those near and dear to us who call out to our heavenly Father in their

various needs. We pray that you be with those hospitalized this past week
(Especially, . . . ). Also be with those who continue treatment and healing at
home. We pray for them and all those that we name in our hearts . . .
(Silence). Gracious God, visit them, relieve, heal, and restore them according
to Your Will., as fits Your loving plans for them. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

(Additional prayers of the congregation. Each petition concludes w ith. . . )
P: . . . Lord, In Your Mercy,
C: Hear Our Prayer.

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has taught us to pray:

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen. Matthew 6:9-13
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BLESSING

P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God. Psalm 103:1
P: The LORD bless you and keep you. 

The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and ^ give you peace.

C: Amen. Numbers 6:24-26

Closing Hymn: “Forth in Thy Name, O Lord, I Go” LSB, hymn #854

Forth in Thy name, O Lord, I go,     My daily labor to pursue,
Thee, only Thee, resolved to know      In all I think or speak or do.

The task Thy wisdom has assigned,      O let me cheerfully fulfill;
In all my works Thy presence find,      And prove Thy good and perfect will.

Thee may I set at my right hand,      Whose eyes my inmost substance see,
And labor on at Thy command,      And offer all my works to Thee.

Give me to bear Thine easy yoke,      And ev’ry moment watch and pray,
And still to things eternal look,      And hasten to Thy glorious day.

For Thee delightfully employ      Whate’er Thy bounteous grace has giv’n,
And run my course with even joy,     And closely walk with Thee to heav’n.

See You In Worship Next Week!

After worship prayer

Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and
received both forgiveness for our many sins and the assurance of Your love in
Jesus Christ. We thank You for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in
faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN.

Please join us for coffee and donut holes in the cafeteria after Sunday services.

10



Altar Flowers Altar flowers this weekend are given in loving memory of my brother,
Don Winge, by Joyce & John Latham; also in loving memory of Mr. & Mrs. Les
Jennings.
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