
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

April 18-19, 2026

“Changing Lives through Worship, Compassion, and Christian Education”

Music of Preparation,
Welcome, Announcements, Greeting
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Our Ministry: We are a people of God who are: “Changing Lives through
Worship, Compassion, and Christian Education.”

Welcome! Give us courageous and righteous hearts, O God, so that our thoughts and
actions may be pure and pleasing to you.

Devotions & Publications are available in the Main Entryway. Please leave donation
envelopes in the offering plate.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . WORSHIP NOTES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

*Communion: The Lord’s Supper - A Reverent Sacrament

The Apostle Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 11:27,29, “Anyone who eats the bread or drinks the

Lord’s cup in an unworthy way is guilty of sinning against the Lord’s body and blood. Anyone who eats

and drinks without recognizing the Lord’s body brings judgment on himself as he eats and drinks.”

In view of the serious nature of the Lord’s Supper, Paul commands us to examine ourselves to see

if we are partaking the supper for the purposes for which Christ instituted with our hearts properly

prepared. W e heartily invite Confirmed members of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod to receive

of the Lord’s Supper. Other guests, we ask you to see the pastor or lay minister first so that you may

receive the supper to your benefit rather than to your harm as the Apostle Paul warns.

NOTE: If you are allergic or cannot drink full strength wine, The two (2) cups in the center of

each tray have water with a drop or two of wine.

Note About Attendance Cards...Remember that the only way we may know you are
worshiping with us is by seeing your name on an attendance card. These cards may be
completed as you enter for worship and will be collected after the offering. Use one card
for each family that is gathered. Please list the name of each person in worship.
(Parents, please take responsibility for signing in your children) There is a "Member" side
as well as a "Guest" side. Please fill out the appropriate side and pass them to the center
aisle during the gathering of the offerings. The cards are gathered after the offering has
been collected. 

To Our Visitors...Our school has a few nooks and crannies, so don’t be afraid to ask an
usher where things are. Our pastor and any member here today would also be glad to meet
and assist you. A guest information packet is available in the main entryway.
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DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING ONE
(The music for the liturgy may be found on page 151 in the Hymnal)

Notes for Worship: As you prepare to receive the Lord’s Supper this day, we invite you to turn to

the prayer section of the Hymnal (page 305). In addition to prayers for before and after worship, there

are prayers for use before and after receiving the Lord’s Supper (page 308 as well as on the inside

front cover of the hymnal). May these prayers be useful in your worship.

 

Before worship prayer - Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place
where Your glory dwells. In the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart
that I may enter Your house to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus
Christ, my God and Lord. AMEN.

We’re So Glad God Brought You Here Today!

Opening Hymn: “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen” LSB, hymn #474

Alleluia!       Jesus is risen!
Trumpets resounding in glorious light!

Splendor, the Lamb,       Heaven forever!
Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! Refrain 

Refrain
Jesus is risen and we shall arise:

Give God the glory! Alleluia! 

 Walking the way,       Christ in the center
Telling the story to open our eyes;

Breaking our bread,       Giving us glory:
Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise. Refrain 

 Jesus the vine,       We are the branches;
Life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree;

Heaven to earth,       Christ to the people,
Gift of the future now flowing to me. Refrain 

Weeping, be gone;       Sorrow, be silent:
Death put asunder, and Easter is bright.
Cherubim sing:       “O grave, be open!”

Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light. Refrain 
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Refrain
Jesus is risen and we shall arise:

Give God the glory! Alleluia! 
 

City of God,       Easter forever,
Golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb,

River of life,       Saints and archangels,
Sing with creation to God the I AM! Refrain

P: In the name of the Father and of the ^ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. Matthew 28:19b
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8-9
P: Dear Friends in Christ, let us humble our hearts before our Holy God and

silently reflect upon our sins.

(Moment of silent reflection)

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office,
as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto
all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ^ Son and of the
Holy Spirit. John 20:19-23

C: Amen
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HYMN OF PRAISE
This is the Feast Revelation 5:12-13, 19:5-9

C: (Sung)
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be
people of God.

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are
His.

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

P: The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
C: (Sung) And also with you.
P: Let us pray . . . .O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the

fallen world. Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting
death, perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen

(Please be Seated)

THE READING OF THE WORD

First Lesson: Acts 2:14a, 36-41 (Peter Preaches In Jerusalem)

Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, . . . Let all
the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and
Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” Now when they heard this they were cut to
the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we
do?” And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far
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off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” And with many other words
he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this
crooked generation.” So those who received his word were baptized, and there
were added that day about three thousand souls.

Stand (as you are able)

Alleluia and Verse - Common John 6:68

C: (Sung) Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of
eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter.
C: (Sung) Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel Lesson: Luke 24:13-35 (Jesus On The Road To Emmaus)

That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven
miles from Jerusalem, and they were talking with each other about all these things
that had happened. While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself
drew near and went with them. But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And
he said to them, “What is this conversation that you are holding with each other as
you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, named Cleopas,
answered him, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things
that have happened there in these days?” And he said to them, “What things?” And
they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet mighty
in deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and
rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. But we had
hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the
third day since these things happened. Moreover, some women of our company
amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the morning, and when they did not find
his body, they came back saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who
said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found
it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.” And he said to them, “O
foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Was
it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?”
And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the
Scriptures the things concerning himself. So they drew near to the village to which
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they were going. He acted as if he were going farther, but they urged him strongly,
saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day is now far spent.” So he
went in to stay with them. When he was at table with them, he took the bread and
blessed and broke it and gave it to them. And their eyes were opened, and they
recognized him. And he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Did not
our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us
the Scriptures?” And they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they
found the eleven and those who were with them gathered together, saying, “The
Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had
happened on the road, and how he was known to them in the breaking of the bread.

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: (Sung) Praise to You, O Christ.

(Please be Seated)

Sermon Hymn: “Who Are You Who Walk in Sorrow” LSB, hymn #476 (tune423)

Who are you who walk in sorrow
Down Emmaus’ barren road,

Hearts distraught and hope defeated,
Bent beneath grief’s crushing load?

Nameless mourners, we will join you,
We who also mourn our dead;

We have stood by graves unyielding,
Eaten death’s bare, bitter bread.

Who is this who joins our journey,
Walking with us stride by stride?

Unknown Stranger, can You fathom
Depths of grief for one who died?

Then the wonder! When we told You
How our dreams to dust have turned,
Then You opened wide the Scriptures

Till our hearts within us burned.
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Who are You? Our hearts are opened
In the breaking of the bread—
Christ the victim, now the victor

Living, risen from the dead!
Great companion on our journey,
Still surprise us with Your grace!
Make each day a new Emmaus;
On our hearts Your image trace!

Who are we who travel with You
On our way through life to death?

Women, men, the young, the aging,
Wakened by the Spirit’s breath!

At the font You claim and name us,
Born of water and the Word;
At the table still You feed us,

Host us as our risen Lord!

“Alleluia! Alleluia!”
Is the Easter hymn we sing!

Take our life, our joy, our worship
As the gift of love we bring.

You have formed us all one people
Called from ev’ry land and race.

Make the Church Your servant body,
Sent to share Your healing grace!

Sermon: “Was It Not Necessary?” Luke 24:13-35

Stand (as you are able)

P: Let us confess our faith, using the words of the Nicene Creed.
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth

and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten

of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation
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came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of the Father. And he will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 1 Timothy 2:1-4

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs . . . We pray for the whole church, that the message
of salvation joyfully be told throughout all the world and the Easter victory of
Jesus Christ be celebrated around the globe. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: We pray for the nations of the world, that the governments of all nations be a

source of blessing to those who are governed and that You use them to bring
peace. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: We pray for ourselves in this season of our Lord’s great victory that we truly be

Easter people all year long, radiating the light of Christ in our homes,
workplaces, and communities. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: We pray for all who serve us through their callings, especially for those who

deal with special challenges or dangers on a regular basis, including police,
fire, and other emergency personnel. We also remember the military forces of
our nation, those stationed both at home and abroad, whose efforts serve to
defend our nation in challenging times. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: We pray for those with special concerns and needs this day: those who are

hospitalized, those who grieve, the unemployed and underemployed, the
chronically ill, and those homebound. We pray that you be with those
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hospitalized this past week (Especially, . . . ). Also be with those who continue
treatment and healing at home. We pray for them and all those that we name
in our hearts . . . (Silence). Bless them with Your presence, gracious Father,
that they have a sense of victory in their lives and find strength and hope for
each day. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Merciful God, we bless You for having placed into our lives faithful Christian

people to guide us. On this day we remember those no longer among us on
earth who have completed their earthly races and have won the final victory
in Christ. Lead us to follow in their way, that we rejoice together eternally at
Your Table and in Your mansions. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
(Additional prayers of the congregation. Each petition concludes with. . . )
P: . . . Lord, In Your Mercy,
C: Hear Our Prayer.

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen

(Please be Seated)

Tithes and Offerings/Attendance Cards

   8:30am Special Music: “This is My Father’s World/Give Me Oil in My Lamp”
Amber Brinkmann, Piano

OFFERTORY - Let The Vineyards LSB, Hymn # 955
C: (Sung) Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of

blessing. Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may
be fed with the bread of life. Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;
unite them with the prayers we offer now. Grace our table with your
presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

HOLY COMMUNION
(In preparation to receive the Sacrament, please read the Communion notes on page 2)

P: The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
C: (Sung) And also with you.
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P: Lift up your hearts. Colossians 3:1
C: (Sung) We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Psalm 136
C: (Sung) It is right to give him thanks and praise.
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God.  And most
especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us
and bore the sins of the world.  By His dying He has destroyed death, and by
His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life.  Therefore with Mary
Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with
angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising you and singing:

SANCTUS ~ Holy, Holy, Holy Isaiah 6:3, Matthew 21:9
C: (Sung) Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might: Heaven and earth

are full of your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest.

P: O Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen

WORDS OF INSTITUTION:
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
Take, eat; this is my + body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of me. In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my +
blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

Mt 26:26-28, Mk 14:22-24, Lk 22:19-20, 1 Cor. 11:23-25
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P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. John 20:19
C: And also with you.

Agnus Dei ~ The Lamb of God John 1:29

C: (Sung) Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on
us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

(Please be Seated)
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

LSB482 - This Joyful Eastertide

This joyful Eastertide
Away with sin and sorrow!

My love, the Crucified,
Has sprung to life this morrow:  Refrain.

Refrain:
Had Christ, who once was slain,
Not burst His three-day prison,

Our faith had been in vain:
But now has Christ arisen,

arisen, arisen;
But now has Christ arisen!

Death’s flood has lost its chill
Since Jesus crossed the river;

Lover of souls, from ill
My passing soul deliver:  Refrain.

My flesh in hope shall rest
And for a season slumber

Till trump from east to west
Shall wake the dead in number:  Refrain.



13

LSB466 - Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia

Christ has arisen, alleluia.
Rejoice and praise Him, alleluia.

For our Redeemer burst from the tomb,
Even from death, dispelling its gloom.

Refrain:
Let us sing praise to Him with endless joy;

Death’s fearful sting He has come to destroy.
Our sin forgiving, alleluia!

Jesus is living, alleluia!

For three long days the grave did its worst
Until its strength by God was dispersed.

He who gives life did death undergo;
And in its conquest His might did show. Refrain

The angel said to them, “Do not fear!
You look for Jesus who is not here.

See for yourselves the tomb is all bare;
Only the grave cloths are lying there.” Refrain

“Go spread the news: He’s not in the grave;
He has arisen this world to save.

Jesus’ redeeming labors are done;
Even the battle with sin is won.” Refrain

Christ has arisen; He sets us free;
Alleluia, to Him praises be.

Jesus is living! Let us all sing;
He reigns triumphant, heavenly King. Refrain
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LSB644 - The Church’s One Foundation

The Church’s one foundation   Is Jesus Christ, her Lord;
She is His new creation   By water and the Word.

From heav’n He came and sought her   To be His holy bride;
With His own blood He bought her,   And for her life He died.

Elect from ev’ry nation,   Yet one o’er all the earth;
Her charter of salvation:   One Lord, one faith, one birth.
One holy name she blesses,   Partakes one holy food,

And to one hope she presses   With ev’ry grace endued.

Though with a scornful wonder   The world sees her oppressed,
By schisms rent asunder,   By heresies distressed,

Yet saints their watch are keeping;   Their cry goes up, “How long?”
And soon the night of weeping   Shall be the morn of song.

Through toil and tribulation   And tumult of her war
She waits the consummation   Of peace forevermore

Till with the vision glorious   Her longing eyes are blest,
And the great Church victorious   Shall be the Church at rest.

Yet she on earth has union   With God, the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion   With those whose rest is won.

O blessed heav’nly chorus!   Lord, save us by Your grace
That we, like saints before us,   May see You face to face.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE: Thank The Lord:
C: (Sung) Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev'ryone what he has

done. Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name. He
recalls his promises and leads his people forth in joy with shouts of
thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

P: Let us pray. . . . Blessed are You, heavenly Father, for once again we have
been served at Your Table through our receiving of the body and blood of Your
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Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord in this joyful Eastertide. Strengthen us through this
Sacrament so that we continue to be Your rejoicing people who tell of Your
love to all as we await Your eternal kingdom, where You live and reign with the
Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen

BENEDICTION

P: The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and ^ give you peace.

C: (Sung) Amen

Closing Hymn: “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” LSB, hymn #461

I know that my Redeemer lives;    What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, He lives, who once was dead;    He lives, my ever-living head.

He lives triumphant from the grave;    He lives eternally to save;
He lives all-glorious in the sky;    He lives exalted there on high.

He lives to bless me with His love;    He lives to plead for me above;
He lives my hungry soul to feed;    He lives to help in time of need.

He lives to grant me rich supply;    He lives to guide me with His eye;
He lives to comfort me when faint;    He lives to hear my soul’s complaint.

He lives to silence all my fears;    He lives to wipe away my tears;
He lives to calm my troubled heart;    He lives all blessings to impart.

He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend;    He lives and loves me to the end;
He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing;    He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King.

He lives and grants me daily breath;    He lives, and I shall conquer death;
He lives my mansion to prepare;    He lives to bring me safely there.
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He lives, all glory to His name!    He lives, my Jesus, still the same;
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives:    I know that my Redeemer lives!

See You In Worship Next Week!

After worship prayer: Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which
we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us
faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go but only that Your hand is
leading us and Your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN. 

Please join us for coffee and donut holes in the cafeteria after Sunday services.

Altar Flowers Altar flowers this weekend are given in loving memory of our wife
and mother, Barb, on her birthday, April 12 , by Dick Diersen, Brenda & Kipth

Hancock and Cathy & Jim Hedge; also in loving memory of our parents, Larry &
Irene Winge and Bill & Ruth Latham, by John & Joyce Latham. 
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