
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

April 11-12, 2026

“Changing Lives through Worship, Compassion, and Christian Education.”

Music of Preparation,
Welcome, Announcements, Greeting
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Our Ministry: We are a people of God who are: “Changing Lives through
Worship, Compassion, and Christian Education.”

Welcome! The glow of Easter remains! Our risen Lord has promised to be with us
always. He welcomes all of us who have come to worship. Glory be to the Father,
to the Son and to the Holy Spirit!

Devotions & Publications Available are found in the main entryway. Please leave
donation envelopes in the offering plate, not in the envelope basket.)  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . WORSHIP NOTES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Note About Attendance Cards...Remember that the only way we may know you
are worshiping with us is by seeing your name on an attendance card. These cards
may be completed as you enter for worship and will be collected after the offering.
Use one card for each family that is gathered. Please list the name of each
person in worship. (Parents, please take responsibility for signing in your children)
There is a "Member" side as well as a "Guest" side. Please fill out the appropriate
side and pass them to the center aisle during the gathering of the offerings. The
cards are gathered after the offering has been collected. 

To Our Visitors...Our school has a few nooks and crannies, so don’t be afraid to
ask an usher where things are. Our pastor and any member here today would also
be glad to meet and assist you. A guest information packet is available in the main
entryway.

For All Who Worship...If you are arriving after the service has started, please allow
our ushers to assist you with seating. We ask that you avoid entering during the
confession, prayers, or Bible readings as these are quiet and meditative moments.

For Parents with Small Children...We love and want children in our services as
a part of God’s family, to spend time with Jesus, and to learn how to worship. We
want you and your children to experience our Lord’s love and to have a great
opportunity to worship the Lord along with all who are gathered here to praise our
Savior’s name.
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DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING ONE
(The music for the liturgy may be found on page 151 in the Hymnal)

Notes for Worship: As you prepare for worship this day, we invite you to turn to the prayer section

of the Hymnal (page 305). In addition to prayers for before and after worship, there are prayers for

all aspects of the Christian Life (some of the prayers are also located on the inside front cover of the

hymnal). May these prayers be useful in your worship.

 

Before worship prayer 

Almighty God, grant that we, who have been redeemed from the old life of sin by
our baptism into the death and resurrection of Your Son Jesus Christ, may be
renewed by Your Holy Spirit to live in righteousness and true holiness; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN. 

We’re So Glad God Brought You Here Today!

Opening Hymn: “Through Jesus' Blood and Merit”LSB, hymn #746 (tune478)

Through Jesus’ blood and merit
I am at peace with God.

What, then, can daunt my spirit,
However dark my road?

My courage shall not fail me,
For God is on my side;

Though hell itself assail me,
Its rage I may deride.

There’s nothing that can sever
From this great love of God;
No want, no pain whatever,

No famine, peril, flood.
Though thousand foes surround me,

For slaughter mark His sheep,
They never shall confound me,

The vict’ry I shall reap.
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For neither life’s temptation
Nor death’s most trying hour

Nor angels of high station
Nor any other pow’r

Nor things that now are present
Nor things that are to come

Nor height, however pleasant,
Nor darkest depths of gloom

Nor any creature ever
Shall from the love of God

This ransomed sinner sever;
For in my Savior’s blood

This love has its foundation;
God hears my faithful prayer

And long before creation
Named me His child and heir.

INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON

P: Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
P: In the name of the Father and of the ^ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. Matthew 28:19b
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8-9
P: Dear Friends in Christ, let us humble our hearts before our Holy God and

silently reflect upon our sins.

(Moment of silent reflection)

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
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deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office,
as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto
all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ^ Son and of the
Holy Spirit. John 20:19-23

C: Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE
Gloria in Excelsis ~Glory to God in the Highest Luke 2:14, John 1:29

P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
C: (Sung) Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: We worship

you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ,
only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: You take away the sin of
the world; have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand of the
Father; receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are
the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen

P: The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
C: (Sung) And also with you.
P: Let us pray . . . .Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s

resurrection may by Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus
is Lord and God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen

(Please be Seated)

Hymn: “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” LSB, hymn #461, st 1-4

I know that my Redeemer lives;    What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, He lives, who once was dead;    He lives, my ever-living head.
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He lives triumphant from the grave;    He lives eternally to save;
He lives all-glorious in the sky;    He lives exalted there on high.

He lives to bless me with His love;    He lives to plead for me above;
He lives my hungry soul to feed;    He lives to help in time of need.

He lives to grant me rich supply;    He lives to guide me with His eye;
He lives to comfort me when faint;    He lives to hear my soul’s complaint.

THE READING OF THE WORD

First  Lesson: Acts 5:29-42 (The Apostles Proclaim The Good News)

But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. The
God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. God
exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and
forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit,
whom God has given to those who obey him.” When they heard this, they were
enraged and wanted to kill them. But a Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a
teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, stood up and gave orders to put
the men outside for a little while. And he said to them, “Men of Israel, take care what
you are about to do with these men. For before these days Theudas rose up,
claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He
was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. After him
Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the census and drew away some of the
people after him. He too perished, and all who followed him were scattered. So in
the present case I tell you, keep away from these men and let them alone, for if this
plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; but if it is of God, you will not be able
to overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God!” So they took his
advice, and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged them
not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. Then they left the presence of
the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name.
And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching
and preaching Jesus as the Christ.

Stand (as you are able)
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Alleluia and Verse - Common John 6:68

C: (Sung) Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of
eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.
C: (Sung) Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel Lesson: John 20:19-31 (Jesus Appears To The Disciples)

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where
the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said
to them, “Peace be with you.” When he had said this, he showed them his hands
and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending
you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive
the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold
forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the
Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We
have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the
nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his
side, I will never believe.” Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your
finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do
not disbelieve, but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus
said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those
who have not seen and yet have believed.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the
presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written
so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by
believing you may have life in his name.

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: (Sung) Praise to You, O Christ.

(Please be Seated)
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Sermon Hymn: “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” LSB, hymn #461, st 5-8

He lives to silence all my fears;    He lives to wipe away my tears;
He lives to calm my troubled heart;    He lives all blessings to impart.

He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend;    He lives and loves me to the end;
He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing;    He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King.

He lives and grants me daily breath;    He lives, and I shall conquer death;
He lives my mansion to prepare;    He lives to bring me safely there.

He lives, all glory to His name!    He lives, my Jesus, still the same;
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives:    I know that my Redeemer lives!

Sermon: “Be Light” Matthew 5:13-20

Stand (as you are able)

P: Let us confess our faith, using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day
he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen

(Please be Seated)

Tithes and Offerings/Attendance Cards

OFFERTORY - Create In Me LSB, Divine Service 3, pg 192-193

C: (Sung) Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within
me. Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit
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from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and uphold me with
Thy free spirit.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 1 Timothy 2:1-4

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs. . . . We pray for the whole Christian Church, that the
peace of God dwell upon it and that the Spirit of God work through it. Lord, in
Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer and grant us Your peace.
P: We pray for the nations of the world and for the men and women entrusted

with their leadership, that true and lasting tranquility be known around the
globe. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer and grant us Your peace.
P: We pray for this congregation, that all of its members dwell together in unity.

Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer and grant us Your peace.
P: We pray for those who actively keep the peace both locally and around the

world, including the armed forces of our nation and our local policemen and
women. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer and grant us Your peace.
P: We pray for those whose lives are in need of a special measure of peace and

comfort. We pray that you be with those hospitalized this past week
(Especially, . . . ). Also be with those who continue treatment and healing at
home. We pray for them and all those that we name in our hearts . . .
(Silence). Have mercy upon them and heal them according to Your good and
gracious will. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer and grant us Your peace.
P: For all the saints called now to Your eternal presence, Lord, we give You

thanks. Grant that we be blessed by the heritage of faith they have left to us
in our time. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer and grant us Your peace.

(Additional prayers of the congregation. Each petition concludes with. . . )
P: . . . Lord, In Your Mercy,
C: Hear Our Prayer.
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P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has taught us to pray:

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen

BENEDICTION

P: Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
P: The LORD bless you and keep you.

The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and ^ give you peace.

C: (Sung) Amen

Closing Hymn: “Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven” LSB, hymn #477

Alleluia, alleluia!    Hearts to heav’n and voices raise:
Sing to God a hymn of gladness,    Sing to God a hymn of praise;
He who on the cross a victim    For the world’s salvation bled—
Jesus Christ, the King of Glory,    Now is risen from the dead.

Alleluia, Christ is risen!    Death at last has met defeat:
See the ancient pow’rs of evil    In confusion and retreat;

Once He died, and once was buried:    Now He lives forevermore,
Jesus Christ, the world’s Redeemer,    Whom we worship and adore.

Alleluia, alleluia!    Glory be to God on high:
Alleluia to the Savior    Who has gained the victory;
Alleluia to the Spirit,     Fount of love and sanctity!

Alleluia, alleluia    To the triune Majesty!

See You In Worship Next Week!
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After worship prayer

Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the
ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out
with good courage, not knowing where we go but only that Your hand is leading us
and Your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN. 

Please join us for coffee and donut holes in the cafeteria after Sunday services.

Altar Flowers: The altar flowers this weekend are given in loving memory of my
parents, Byron and Bernice Aasland and grandmother Lydia Volkmann Jannusch
by Kathy and Terry Treece.
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