THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
February 28-March 1, 2026

"Changing Lives through Worship, Compassion, and Christian Education

[Jesies said:] “As Moses lifred up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him men have erernal life. John 3:14

Music of Preparation,
Welcome, Announcements, Greeting

Our Ministry: We are a people of God who are: “Changing Lives through Worship,
Compassion, and Christian Education.”

Welcome! During this Lenten season, we praise God for His righteous Son, who
perfectly kept all of God's commandments for us and paid the full price for our
disobedience. Let us praise him with hearts filled with Christ's spirit of obedience.

Devotions & Publications are available in the Main Entryway. Please leave donation
envelopes in the offering plate.

*Communion: The Lord’s Supper - A Reverent Sacrament

The Apostle Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 11:27,29, “Anyone who eats the bread or
drinks the Lord’s cup in an unworthy way is guilty of sinning against the Lord’s body and
blood. Anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the Lord’s body brings judgment
on himself as he eats and drinks.” In view of the serious nature of the Lord’s Supper,
Paul commands us to examine ourselves to see if we are partaking the supper for the
purposes for which Christ instituted with our hearts properly prepared. We heartily invite
Confirmed members of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod to receive of the Lord’s
Supper. Other guests, we ask you to see the pastor or lay minister first so that you may
receive the supper to your benefit rather than to your harm as the Apostle Paul warns.

NOTE: If you are allergic or cannot drink full strength wine, The two (2) cups in the
center of each tray have water with a drop or two of wine.

Note About Attendance Cards...Remember that the only way we may know you are
worshiping with us is by seeing your name on an attendance card. These cards may be
completed as you enter for worship and will be collected after the offering. Use one card
for each family that is gathered. Please list the name of each person in worship.
(Parents, please take responsibility for signing in your children) There is a "Member"
side as well as a "Guest" side. Please fill out the appropriate side and pass them to the
center aisle during the gathering of the offerings. The cards are gathered after the
offering has been collected.

To Our Visitors...Please sign our guest book found in the main entryway. Our school
has a few nooks and crannies, so don’t be afraid to ask an usher where things are. Our
pastor and any member here today would also be glad to meet and assist you. A guest
information packet is available in the main (west) entryway.
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DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING ONE
(The music for the liturgy may be found on page 151 in the Hymnal)

Notes for Worship: As you prepare to receive the Lord’s Supper this day, we invite you to turn to
the prayer section of the Hymnal (page 305). In addition to prayers for before and after worship, there
are prayers for use before and after receiving the Lord’s Supper (page 308 as well as on the inside
front cover of the hymnal). May these prayers be useful in your worship.

Before worship prayer

Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In
the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that | may enter Your house
to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord.
AMEN.

8:30am -Pre-service: “When | Behold Jesus Christ” Connie Blacklock, Solo
We’re So Glad God Brought You Here Today!

Opening Hymn: “God Loved the World So That He Gave” LSB, hymn #571

God loved the world so that He gave  His only Son the lost to save,
That all who would in Him believe  Should everlasting life receive.

Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, Who was made flesh and suffered death;
All then who trust in Him alone  Are built on this chief cornerstone.

God would not have the sinner die;  His Son with saving grace is nigh;
His Spirit in the Word declares How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs.

Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son  Forgives all sins which you have done;
And, justified by Jesus’ blood, Your Baptism grants the highest good.

If you are sick, if death is near,  This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death;  That is the firmest ground of faith.

Glory to God the Father, Son, And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blessed Trinity, Be praise now and eternally!
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INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen. Matthew 28:19b

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8-9

Dear Friends in Christ, let us humble our hearts before our Holy God and
silently reflect upon our sins.

(Moment of silent reflection)

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office,
as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto
all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ |
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit. John 20:19-23

Amen.

The Lord be with you.
(Sung) And also with you.
Let us pray . . . .O God, we give You glory because Your mercy does not
change. Be gracious to all who have gone astray and turned to their own
ways, and bring them again with repentant hearts and steadfast faith to
embrace the unchangeable truth of Your Word, Jesus Christ, Your Son, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

2 Timothy 4:22
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(Please be Seated)
THE READING OF THE WORD

Old Testament Lesson: Numbers 21:5-9 (Look To God’s Mercy!)

And the people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us
up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we
loathe this worthless food.” Then the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people,
and they bit the people, so that many people of Israel died. And the people came
to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord and
against you. Pray to the Lord, that he take away the serpents from us.” So Moses
prayed for the people. And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set
it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” So Moses
made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would
look at the bronze serpent and live.

Stand (as you are able)
Verse - Lent Joel 2:13

C: (Sung) Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and abounding in
steadfast love.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.

C: (Sung) Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel Lesson: John 3:1-17 (For God So Loved The World)

Epistle Lesson: Romans 4:1-8, 13-17 (Righteous By Grace Through Faith)

What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the
flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but
not before God. For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it
was counted to him as righteousness.” Now to the one who works, his wages are
not counted as a gift but as his due. And to the one who does not work but trusts
him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, just as David
also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart
from works: “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins
are covered; blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” . . .
For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did
not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. For if it is the
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void.
For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression. That
is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his offspring - not only to the adherent of the law but also to the
one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, as it is written, I
have made you the father of many nations” - in the presence of the God in whom
he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not
exist.

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This
man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is
with him.” Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born again
he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be
born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be
born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born of water and
the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is
flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that | said to you,
‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound,
but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone
who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus
answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these
things? Truly, truly, | say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to
what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. If | have told you earthly
things and you do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you heavenly things? No
one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of
Man. And as Moses lifted up the serpentin the wilderness, so must the Son of Man
be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. For God so loved
the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish
but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.”
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P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: (Sung) Praise to You, O Christ.
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(Please be Seated)

Sermon Hymn: “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed”

Sermon: “On Holy Ground”

LSB, hymn #437

Alas! And did my Savior bleed,
And did my sov’reign die?
Would He devote that sacred head
For such a worm as 1?

Was it for crimes that | had done
He groaned upon the tree?
Amazing pity, grace unknown,
And love beyond degree!

Well might the sun in darkness hide
And shut his glories in
When God, the mighty maker, died
For His own creatures’ sin.

Thus might | hide my blushing face
While His dear cross appears,
Dissolve my heart in thankfulness,
And melt mine eyes to tears.

But drops of grief can ne’er repay
The debt of love | owe;
Here, Lord, | give myself away:
"Tis all that | can do.

John 3:14-17

Stand (as you are able)

P:
C:

Let us confess our faith, using the words of the Nicene Creed.

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

Andin one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of the Father. And he will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And |
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen

1 Timothy 2:1-4

P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs. . . . Loving Lord, thank You for being a God of love,
who showed Your love for the world in sending Your one and only Son, that
whoever believes in Him will not perish, but have eternal life. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Loving Lord, in Your gift of Baptism, You made us a part of Your family and
kingdom through water and the Word. Grant that as Your children, we may
daily die to sin and live for You. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Loving Lord, You sent Your Son to redeem the world; help us witness to this
wonderful truth. Grant that we may share the Good News of Your salvation
both near and far by the power of Your Holy Spirit. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Loving Lord, be a rock and fortress to those who are in the midst of trouble.
Watch over the sick, suffering, and weak. We pray that you be with those
hospitalized this past week (Especially, . . . ). Also be with those who continue
treatment and healing at home. We pray for them and all those that we name
inour hearts . . . (Silence). O God, grant them relief and restoration according
to Your holy will. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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(Additional prayers of the congregation. Each petition concludes with. . . )
P: ...Lord, In Your Mercy,
C: Hear Our Prayer.

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen

(Please be Seated)
Tithes and Offerings/Attendance Cards
OFFERTORY - Let The Vineyards LSB, Hymn # 955

C: (Sung) Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
blessing. Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may
be fed with the bread of life. Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;
unite them with the prayers we offer now. Grace our table with your
presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

HOLY COMMUNION

(In preparation to receive the Sacrament, please read the Communion notes on page 2)

2 Timothy 4:22

The Lord be with you.

(Sung) And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

(Sung) We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Psalm 136
(Sung) It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who accomplished the salvation of mankind by the tree of the
cross that, where death arose, there life also might rise again and that the
serpent who overcame by the tree of the garden might likewise by the tree of
the cross be overcome. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising you and singing:

Colossians 3:1

v0TVOUVOT
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SANCTUS ~ Holy, Holy, Holy Isaiah 6:3, Matthew 21:9

C: (Sung) Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might: Heaven and earth
are full of your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest.

P: O Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: OurFather who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen

WORDS OF INSTITUTION:

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
Take, eat; this is my + body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of me. In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my +
blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
Mt 26:26-28, Mk 14:22-24, Lk 22:19-20, 1 Cor. 11:23-25

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. John 20:19
C: And also with you.
Agnus Dei ~ The Lamb of God John 1:29

C: (Sung) Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on
us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

(Please be Seated)
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
LSB637 - Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord

Draw near and take the body of the Lord,
And drink the holy blood for you outpoured;
Offered was He for greatest and for least,
Himself the victim and Himself the priest.
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He who His saints in this world rules and shields,
To all believers life eternal yields;
With heav’'nly bread He makes the hungry whole,
Gives living waters to the thirsting soul.

Come forward then with faithful hearts sincere,
And take the pledges of salvation here.

O Lord, our hearts with grateful thanks endow
As in this feast of love You bless us now.

LSB420 - Christ, the Life of All the Living

Christ, the life of all the living,  Christ, the death of death, our foe,
Who, Thyself for me once giving To the darkest depths of woe:
Through Thy suff'rings, death, and merit | eternal life inherit.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Thou, ah! Thou, hast taken on Thee  Bonds and stripes, a cruel rod;
Pain and scorn were heaped upon Thee, O Thou sinless Son of God!
Thus didst Thou my soul deliver  From the bonds of sin forever.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Thou hast borne the smiting only = That my wounds might all be whole;
Thou hast suffered, sad and lonely, Rest to give my weary soul;
Yea, the curse of God enduring, Blessing unto me securing.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Heartless scoffers did surround Thee, Treating Thee with shameful scorn
And with piercing thorns they crowned Thee. All disgrace Thou, Lord, hast borne,
That as Thine Thou mightest own me  And with heav'nly glory crown me.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, That from pain | might be free;
Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: Thence | gain security;
Comfortless Thy soul did languish ~ Me to comfort in my anguish.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.
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Thou hast suffered great affliction  And hast borne it patiently,
Even death by crucifixion,  Fully to atone for me;
Thou didst choose to be tormented  That my doom should be prevented.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Then, for all that wrought my pardon, For Thy sorrows deep and sore,
For Thine anguish in the Garden, | will thank Thee evermore,
Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, For Thy bleeding and Thy dying,
For that last triumphant cry,  And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high.

LSB427 - In the Cross of Christ | Glory

In the cross of Christ | glory,  Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time.
All the light of sacred story ~ Gathers round its head sublime.

When the woes of life o’ertake me,  Hopes deceive, and fears annoy,
Never shall the cross forsake me; Lo, it glows with peace and joy.

When the sun of bliss is beaming  Light and love upon my way,
From the cross the radiance streaming  Adds more luster to the day.

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure By the cross are sanctified;
Peace is there that knows no measure,  Joys that through all time abide.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

P: Letus pray. ... Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a
foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and
blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on
the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C: Amen
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BENEDICTION

P:  The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The LORD look upon you with favor and t give you peace.
C: (Sung) Amen

Closing Hymn: “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary” LSB, hymn #423

Jesus, refuge of the weary,  Blest Redeemer, whom we love,
Fountain in life’s desert dreary,  Savior from the world above:
Often have Your eyes, offended, = Gazed upon the sinner’s fall;
Yet upon the cross extended,  You have borne the pain of all.

Do we pass that cross unheeding, Breathing no repentant vow,
Though we see You wounded, bleeding, = See Your thorn-encircled brow?
Yet Your sinless death has brought us  Life eternal, peace, and rest;
Only what Your grace has taughtus  Calms the sinner’s deep distress.

Jesus, may our hearts be burning  With more fervent love for You;
May our eyes be ever turning  To behold Your cross anew
Till in glory, parted never  From the blessed Savior’s side,
Graven in our hearts forever,  Dwell the cross, the Crucified.

See You In Worship Next Week!

After worship prayer

Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and
received both forgiveness for our many sins and the assurance of Your love in
Jesus Christ. We thank You for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in

faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN.

Please join us for coffee and donut holes in the cafeteria after Sunday services.
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Altar Flowers Altar flowers this weekend are given in loving memory of my
husband Dave, by Nancy Campbell; also in loving memory of our parents, Ray &
Bonnie Wascher and Roger & Iraena Brown, by Scott & Donna Wascher and family.
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