St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and School

Announcements - December 27" & 28"

ATTENDANCE CARDS
Please locate the Attendance Cards in
your row and fill one out when you
arrive. They will be collected during the
offering. If you are visiting, please feel free
to include your address and phone
number. You may also include any prayer
requests on the attendance card.

PTL’S ANNUAL
FUNDRAISER
PTL will be hosting
St. Paul’'s Lutheran
School’'s Boots &
Blessings on
Saturday, February
28" at Quality Inn in
Bradley. Join us for an evening of dinner
and live music (provided by South Side
Social Club)! Doors will open at 6 pm with
a cash bar. Dinner will be served at 7 pm
and the band will entertain us from 7 to 10
pm with intermittent breaks for live auction

items throughout the night.

Tickets are on sale now! After January
1 tickets will be $55 each. Until then, we
are offering EARLY BIRD pricing of $45.
Tickets include a meal and one beverage
ticket (alcoholic or non-alcoholic). You may
also buy an entire table for $500, which
includes eight meals and sixteen beverage
tickets. To purchase your tickets, go to
https://stpaulsptlauction.ludus.com/200
510681 or scan the QR code:

Our silent auction will be exclusively
online again. It will open a week before
the event and close at the end of the
event. If you work for or own a
business that would be willing to
sponsor the event or donate a basket,
service, or experience, please call the
school office for the proper
paperwork. All donors will be advertised
at our live event and on our auction
website, as well as in our Thank You
Video, which will run on our school
website and Facebook page. If you
have a talent to share, we would also
love to get some great handmade
products for the auction! OQur
goal is to raise $40,000. All proceeds
from the event will be used to provide
teaching supplies for our teachers,
iPads and chromebooks for the lower
grades, laptops for our teachers, and
additional security measures for our
school. Thank you for your support!
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Wednesday, December 31°
6:00 p.m. - Communion
@ Downtown Church

ALTAR FLOWERS

The 2026 Flower Chart is posted at the
downtown church through January 1% and
then will be moved to the school. If you
would like to sponsor altar flowers in honor
of or in memory of someone or some
special occasion, please sign up on the
chart for your desired weekend. Please
include your phone number.

The cost is $25.00 per vase. Checks
(payable to St. Paul's Lutheran Church) or
cash payments may be put in the offering
plate or turned in to the church office.
Please contact Lynda Koeppen at
lykoeppen@comcast.net or 815-932-1545
with questions.

Offering

Envelopes

2026 GIVING ENVELOPES

The 2026 envelopes are now available
for pick-up. If you typically attend church
on Saturday evening, your envelopes
are now in the atrium. If you attend on
Sundays, your envelopes will be in the
hallway outside of the school library
beginning next weekend. If you have
been giving online, you may not have
envelopes. If you would like envelopes
and cannot find yours, please contact
the church office at 815-932-0312. We
thank you for your generous spirit. God
bless you!

Thank you to Brian & Missy Milton for the
generous evergreen sprigs they
donated. We used them to decorate the
flower boxes at the Mission & Ministry
Center for Christmas.
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Lynda and | want to extend our thanks to
everyone at St. Paul's Lutheran Church
and School for the many cards, notes, and
gifts over the Christmas season. We are
truly humbled by your encouragement and
thoughtful generosity. We are so very
thankful for the blessing of our church
family here at St. Paul’s! May the joy of the
Prince of Peace be yours in this New Year.

In Christ, Pastor & Lynda Koeppen
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ST. PAUL’S SCHOOL ENROLLMENT
January 6™ marks the first day of re-
enrollment for students currently attending
St. Paul's. On January 13", enroliment will
open up to church members and siblings
of current students. Enrollment will open
to the public on January 20". We have
been blessed with increasing enrollment
over the years so don’t delay.

PETER’S JOYFUL PERSEVERANCE
Soon it will be a New Year! Many
people make New Year's resolutions!
Here is one for you - how about a new
you, in a new month, establishing a new
routine, by attending a new for you
weekly Bible class? Peter's Joyful
Perseverance will resume with Il Peter
Chapter 2 on Tuesday, January 6th, in
Fellowship Hall at 9:45 am.

Research says that only 9% of the
individuals who make a New Year’s
resolution are keeping it after three
weeks. By January 21, most people are
back to their old ways of living. Research
also says that if you can do something
for at least three weeks, you can
establish a habit that will survive for a
longer period of time. So that means you
could attend on January 6", 13" & 20™
and still be under the deadline of three
weeks to be one of the 9%.

The class has decided that when we
have finished studying the last two
chapters of Il Peter, we will move on to
“The Gospel of Mark” because Mark
helped Peter in his ministry and wrote
the Book of Mark after Peter was
crucified. Mark never followed Jesus has
a disciple, but we can be sure that Peter
talked to him about his experience.

Join us for this verse-by-verse study,
prayer, and fellowship.
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Dear St. Paul’s Family,

Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will
say, rejoice. Let your reasonableness be
known to everyone. The Lord is at hand;
do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. (Philippians 4:4-7)

| want to express my deepest thanks
for the generous and thoughtful Christmas
gifts that you have given me this season.
Your kindness is a beautiful reminder of
the love and support that surrounds me
and my family. | am truly blessed to serve
as your pastor, and | am deeply grateful
for your prayers, encouragement, and
thoughtful gifts.

This Christmas season, Katrina and |
give thanks for each of you and for the
privilege of ministering to such a wonderful
congregation. May God bless you
abundantly with His love, peace, and joy in
the coming year.

With heartfelt appreciation,
Pastor and Katrina

LA A

‘Holiday ‘Houra

Please note the church and school
office will be closed on Wednesday,
December 31°% and Thursday, January
13,

VOTERS’ ASSEMBLY MEETING

A regular meeting of the Voters’
Assembly will be held on Sunday,
January 25™ at 12:30 pm at the school.
The Church Council will be announcing
its selection of qualified voting members
who, together with the pastor(s), shall
serve as the Nominating Committee. At
this meeting, the voters may submit to
the committee the names of possible
candidates for the various boards.
Please contact the church office if you
would like more information about the
different boards.

Members of the congregation who are
age 18 or older are eligible to become
voting members and to participate in the
decision making of the congregation.
After attending at least two Voters’
Assembly meetings in a twenty-four
months, a member is accepted into
voting membership. Voting membership
privileges then continue as long as you
remain a member of the congregation.
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“ROAD TO CORONATION”
‘Road to Coronation” takes you on a
journey beside Jesus on His walk to the
cross, examining the distinct passion
narrative in each of the four Gospels. What
emerges is a vivid encounter with a King
who lived solely to serve rather than to be
served, all the while challenging and
confounding the spiritual authorities of His
day. Call Pastor Dave Bottorff, the leader
for this Bible study, at 815-304-4553 to
come to this Bible study at his home on
Tuesday, January 27",

NEW BIBLE STUDY SERIES!

Join us this Epiphany season for a new
six-week Bible Study, beginning Sunday,
January 11" at 9:45 a.m., as we explore
the parables of Jesus found throughout
the Gospels. Each week, we'll take a
closer look at one of Jesus’
parables—unpacking its meaning,
discussing its context, and discovering
how these timeless stories continue to
shape our faith and daily life.

Whether you're a longtime student of
Scripture or just beginning to dig deeper,
this study will offer rich conversation,
thoughtful insight, and encouragement
from God’s Word. We hope you'll join us!

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD'S LOVE
December 20" & 21°

Worship Attendance:

Saturday, 5:00pm ............. 50
Sunday, 8:30am ............. 156
Sunday, 11:05am ............. 87
WEEKEND TOTAL ........... 293

............................ 169
YouthBibleClass ............. 14
Children’s Sunday School ...... 25
Offerings Given

General .............. $12,942.43
Building ............... $1,580.00
SchoolOps ............. $540.00
Matching (General) ....... $110.00

Matching (Building) ....... $60.00

PRAYER LIST

If you submit prayer
requests to the church
office, we would love to
hear occasional updates.
Please let us know how
your loved one is doing, if
they need continued
prayers, or if their prayers
have been answered.
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SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE TODAY

Preacher: Rev. Roger Drinnon

Organist: Nadine Engel

Lay Ministers: 5:00: Bob Carruthers
8:30: Ken Capps, Greg Deck, John Veers
11:05: Rich Engel

Lay Readers: 5:00: Ken Ebert
8:30: Loree Yoakum
11:05: Melody Trudeau

Acolytes: 8:30: Hudson Bade, Ty Luhman
11:05: Dylan Nordmeyer, Lucas Porter

Trustees: 5:00: Rob Wood
8:30: Mike Regas
11:05: Jim Trudeau

Ushers: 5:00: Keith Christensen, Pat Hatch, Terry Treece
8:30: Bill Balgeman, Jim Baron, Scott Styck, Steve Weith
11:05: Dave Kesinger, Aric Turrell, Sean Turrell, Kim Williams

Contemporary Service Song Leaders: Heidi Ostrowski, Sharla Ronchetto

Extra Measure Band: Matt Callan, Bill Dyche, Duane & Gail Ferrebee, Greg
Ronchetto, Cindy Rubin, Jim Stone, Ellana Turrell
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THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES

Sun, Dec. 28 8:30 am | Worship - Traditional (Bourb)
11:05 am | Worship - Contemporary (Bourb)
Mon, Dec. 29 CHRISTMAS BREAK CONTINUES
9:00 am | Phil’s Friends Special Work Day (Downtown)
9:00 am | Poinsettia Pick-Up (Downtown)
Tue, Dec. 30
Wed, Dec. 31 NEW YEARS EVE
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
6:00 pm | New Years Eve Worship Service (Downtown)
Thur, Jan. 1 NEW YEARS DAY
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
1:00 pm | Phil’s Friends Special Work Day (Downtown)
Fri, Jan. 2
Sat, Jan. 3 5:00 pm | Worship - Traditional - Communion (Downtown)
Sun, Jan. 4 8:30 am | Worship - Traditional - Communion (Bourb)
9:45 am | Children’s Sunday School (Bourb)
9:45 am | Youth Bible Study (Bourb)

11:05 am | Worship - Contemporary - Communion  (Bourb)
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