
THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT

November 29-30, 2025

“Changing Lives through Worship, Compassion, and Christian Education”

“Persevere With Thanksgiving”

Music of Preparation,
Welcome, Announcements, Greeting 2

Our Ministry: We are a people of God who are: “Changing Lives through Worship,
Compassion, and Christian Education.”

Welcome! Today we begin the season of Advent — a time of waiting, hope and
preparation. As we worship, let us open our hearts to the Light that is coming, rejoice
in the promises of God and prepare the way for Christ our Lord.

Devotions & Publications are available in the Main Entryway. Please leave donation
envelopes in the offering plate.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . WORSHIP NOTES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

*Communion: The Lord’s Supper - A Reverent Sacrament

The Apostle Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 11:27,29, “Anyone who eats the bread or
drinks the Lord’s cup in an unworthy way is guilty of sinning against the Lord’s body and
blood. Anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the Lord’s body brings judgment
on himself as he eats and drinks.” In view of the serious nature of the Lord’s Supper,
Paul commands us to examine ourselves to see if we are partaking the supper for the
purposes for which Christ instituted with our hearts properly prepared. We heartily invite
Confirmed members of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod to receive of the Lord’s
Supper. Other guests, we ask you to see the pastor or lay minister first so that you may
receive the supper to your benefit rather than to your harm as the Apostle Paul warns.

NOTE: If you are allergic or cannot drink full strength wine, The two (2) cups in the
center of each tray have water with a drop or two of wine.

Note About Attendance Cards...Remember that the only way we may know you are
worshiping with us is by seeing your name on an attendance card. These cards may be
completed as you enter for worship and will be collected after the offering. Use one card
for each family that is gathered. Please list the name of each person in worship.
(Parents, please take responsibility for signing in your children) There is a "Member"
side as well as a "Guest" side. Please fill out the appropriate side and pass them to the
center aisle during the gathering of the offerings. The cards are gathered after the
offering has been collected. 

To Our Visitors...Please sign our guest book found in the main entryway. Our school
has a few nooks and crannies, so don’t be afraid to ask an usher where things are. Our
pastor and any member here today would also be glad to meet and assist you. A guest
information packet is available near the guest register in the main (west) entryway.
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DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING ONE
(The music for the liturgy may be found on page 151 in the Hymnal)

Notes for Worship: As you prepare for worship this day, we invite you to turn to the prayer section

of the Hymnal (page 305). In addition to prayers for before and after worship, there are prayers for

all aspects of the Christian Life (some of the prayers are also located on the inside front cover of the

hymnal). May these prayers be useful in your worship.

 

Before worship prayer - Almighty God, grant that we, who have been redeemed
from the old life of sin by our baptism into the death and resurrection of Your Son
Jesus Christ, may be renewed by Your Holy Spirit to live in righteousness and true
holiness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN. 

PreService Medley: “The Advent of Our King,” “Savior of the Nations Come,”
and “Hark a Thrilling Voice is Sounding” Ruth Fabbro, Violin

We’re So Glad God Brought You Here Today!

Opening Hymn: “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” LSB, hymn #345

Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding!     “Christ is near,” we hear it say.
“Cast away the works of darkness,     All you children of the day!”

Startled at the solemn warning,     Let the earthbound soul arise;
Christ, its sun, all sloth dispelling,     Shines upon the morning skies.

See, the Lamb, so long expected,     Comes with pardon down from heav’n.
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow,     One and all, to be forgiv’n;

So, when next He comes in glory     And the world is wrapped in fear,
He will shield us with His mercy     And with words of love draw near.

Honor, glory, might, dominion     To the Father and the Son
With the ever-living Spirit     While eternal ages run!

P: In the name of the Father and of the ^ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. Matthew 28:19b
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
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C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8-9

P: Dear Friends in Christ, let us humble our hearts before our Holy God and
silently reflect upon our sins.

(Moment of silent reflection)

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office,
as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto
all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ^ Son and of the
Holy Spirit. John 20:19-23

C: Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE
This is the Feast (Sung) Revelation 5:12-13, 19:5-9

C: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be
people of God.

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are
His.

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
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For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

P: The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
C: (Sung) And also with you.
P: Let us pray . . . .Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection

we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your
mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C: Amen

(Please be Seated)

THE READING OF THE WORD

Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 2:1-5 (Walk In The Light)

The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. It shall
come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the Lord shall be
established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be lifted up above the hills;
and all the nations shall flow to it, and many peoples shall come, and say: “Come,
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he
may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go
the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the
nations, and shall decide disputes for many peoples; and they shall beat their
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk in the light of the Lord.

Epistle Lesson: Romans 13:8-10 (Love Does No Wrong)

Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has
fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not
murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are
summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no
wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.

Stand (as you are able)
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Alleluia and Verse - Common John 6:68

C: (Sung) Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of
eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
C: (Sung) Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 21:1-11 (Your Lord Comes To You)

Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of
Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village in front of
you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and
bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs
them,’ and he will send them at once.” This took place to fulfill what was spoken by
the prophet, saying, “Say to the daughter of Zion, Behold, your king is coming to
you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a beast of
burden.’” The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. They brought the
donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. Most of the
crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and
spread them on the road. And the crowds that went before him and that followed
him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” And when he entered Jerusalem, the
whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” And the crowds said, “This is the
prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: (Sung) Praise to You, O Christ.

(Please be Seated)

Sermon Hymn: “The Night Will Soon Be Ending” LSB, hymn #337

The night will soon be ending;     The dawn cannot be far.
Let songs of praise ascending     Now greet the Morning Star!
All you whom darkness frightens     With guilt or grief or pain,
God’s radiant Star now brightens     And bids you sing again.
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The One whom angels tended     Comes near, a child, to serve;
Thus God, the judge offended,     Bears all our sins deserve.

The guilty need not cower,     For God has reconciled
Through His redemptive power     All those who trust this child.

The earth in sure rotation     Will soon bring morning bright,
So run where God’s salvation     Glows in a stable’s light.

As old as sin’s perversion     Is mercy’s vast design:
God brings a new creation—     This child its seal and sign.

Yet nights will bring their sadness     And rob our hearts of peace,
And sin in all its madness     Around us may increase.

But now one Star is beaming     Whose rays have pierced the night:
God comes for our redeeming     From sin’s oppressive might.

God dwells with us in darkness     And makes the night as day;
Yet we resist the brightness     And turn from God away.
But grace does not forsake us,     However far we run.

God claims us still as children     Through Mary’s infant Son.

Sermon: “Wake Up! The King Comes!” Matthew 21:1-11

Stand (as you are able)

P: Let us confess our faith, using the words of the Nicene Creed.
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth

and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten

of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of the Father. And he will come again with glory to judge
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both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 1 Timothy 2:1-4

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs. . . . That we may depart from the ways of the wicked
and manifest in word and deed our faith in His Word and our delight in His will.
Lord, in Your mercy,

C: Hear Our Prayer.
P: That we may resist the temptation to despair in time of trouble and manifest

a joyful heart and hope in all circumstances of this mortal life. Lord, in Your
mercy,

C: Hear Our Prayer.
P: That we may enjoy the gift of good government, wise and faithful leaders, and

peace among the nations. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: Hear Our Prayer.
P: That those who suffer in any want or need - the sick, grieving, and those

troubled in mind or soul - may be granted healing and comfort and that all may
be preserved in faith and holiness to the day of Christ. We lift up before You
those hospitalized this past week (Especially, . . . ). Also be with those who
continue treatment and healing at home. We pray for them and all those that
we name in our hearts . . . (Silence). O Lord, bless these, Your children, with
mercy, heal them in accordance with Your will, and bring them to everlasting
life.  Lord, in Your mercy,

C: Hear Our Prayer.
P: Father, make us wise that we may not be deceived by the things of this world,

but use them in faith and for the work of Your kingdom, here and throughout
the world. Receive with our gratitude and praise, the tithes and offerings we
bring, signs of our faith and tokens of a thankful heart. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: Hear Our Prayer.
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(Additional prayers of the congregation. Each petition concludes with. . . )
P: . . . Lord, In Your Mercy,
C: Hear Our Prayer.

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen
(Please be Seated)

Tithes and Offerings/Attendance Cards

Special Music: “The Night Will Soon Be Ending” Ruth Fabbro, Violin

OFFERTORY - Let The Vineyards LSB, Hymn # 955
C: (Sung) Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of

blessing. Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may
be fed with the bread of life. Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;
unite them with the prayers we offer now. Grace our table with your
presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

HOLY COMMUNION
(In preparation to receive the Sacrament, please read the Communion notes on page 2)

P: The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
C: (Sung) And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts. Colossians 3:1
C: (Sung) We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Psalm 136
C: (Sung) It is right to give him thanks and praise.
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the
promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world,
and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be
revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising you and singing:
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SANCTUS ~ Holy, Holy, Holy Isaiah 6:3, Matthew 21:9

C: (Sung) Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might: Heaven and earth
are full of your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest.

P: O Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen

WORDS OF INSTITUTION:
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread, and

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
Take, eat; this is my ^ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of me. In the same way also he took the cup after supper, and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my ^
blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

Mt 26:26-28, Mk 14:22-24, Lk 22:19-20, 1 Cor. 11:23-25

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. John 20:19
C: And also with you.

Agnus Dei ~ The Lamb of God John 1:29
C: (Sung) Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on

us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

(Please be Seated)
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

LSB624 - The Infant Priest Was Holy Born

The infant Priest was holy born
For us unholy and forlorn;

From fleshly temple forth came He,
Anointed from eternity.
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This great High Priest in human flesh
Was icon of God’s righteousness.

His hallowed touch brought sanctity;
His hand removed impurity.

The holy Lamb undaunted came
To God’s own altar lit with flame;

While weeping angels hid their eyes,
This Priest became a sacrifice.

But death would not the victor be
Of Him who hung upon the tree.
He leads us to the Holy Place

Within the veil, before God’s face.

The veil is torn, our Priest we see,
As at the rail on bended knee

Our hungry mouths from Him receive
The bread of immortality.

The body of God’s Lamb we eat,
A priestly food and priestly meat;

On sin-parched lips the chalice pours
His quenching blood that life restores.

With cherubim and seraphim
Our voices join the endless hymn,

And “Holy, holy, holy” sing
To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King.

LSB672 - Jerusalem the Golden

Jerusalem the golden,     With milk and honey blest—
The promise of salvation,     The place of peace and rest—
We know not, oh, we know not     What joys await us there:

The radiancy of glory,     The bliss beyond compare!
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Within those walls of Zion     Sounds forth the joyful song,
As saints join with the angels     And all the martyr throng.
The Prince is ever with them;     The daylight is serene;

The city of the blessed     Shines bright with glorious sheen.

Around the throne of David,     The saints, from care released,
Raise loud their songs of triumph     To celebrate the feast.

They sing to Christ their leader,     Who conquered in the fight,
Who won for them forever     Their gleaming robes of white.

O sweet and blessed country,     The home of God’s elect!
O sweet and blessed country     That faithful hearts expect!

In mercy, Jesus, bring us     To that eternal rest
With You and God the Father     And Spirit, ever blest.

LSB331 - The Advent of Our King

The advent of our King     Our prayers must now employ,
And we must hymns of welcome sing     In strains of holy joy.

The everlasting Son     Incarnate deigns to be,
Himself a servant’s form puts on     To set His servants free.

O Zion’s daughter, rise     To meet your lowly King,
Nor let your faithless heart despise     The peace He comes to bring.

As judge, on clouds of light,     He soon will come again
And His true members all unite     With Him in heav’n to reign.

Before the dawning day     Let sin’s dark deeds be gone,
The sinful self be put away,     The new self now put on.

All glory to the Son,     Who comes to set us free,
With Father, Spirit, ever one     Through all eternity.
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE: Nunc Dimittis:

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

P: Let us pray. . . . Grant, O Lord, that the lips that have sung Your praise in the
sanctuary may glorify You in the world, that the ears that have heard the voice
of Your songs may be closed to the voices of clamor and dispute, that the
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eyes that have seen Your great love may also behold Your blessed hope, that
the tongues that have confessed Your name may ever speak the truth, and
that the bodies of all who have tasted of Your Son’s living body and blood may
be restored to newness of life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.

C: Amen

BENEDICTION

P: The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and ^ give you peace.

C: (Sung) Amen

Closing Hymn: “Savior of the Nations, Come” LSB, hymn #332

Savior of the nations, come,     Virgin’s Son, make here Your home!
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth,     That the Lord chose such a birth.

Not by human flesh and blood,     By the Spirit of our God,
Was the Word of God made flesh—     Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh.

Here a maid was found with child,     Yet remained a virgin mild.
In her womb this truth was shown:     God was there upon His throne.

Then stepped forth the Lord of all     From His pure and kingly hall;
God of God, yet fully man,     His heroic course began.

God the Father was His source,     Back to God He ran His course.
Into hell His road went down,     Back then to His throne and crown.

For You are the Father’s Son     Who in flesh the vict’ry won.
By Your mighty pow’r make whole     All our ills of flesh and soul.

From the manger newborn light     Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides;     In this light faith now abides.
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Glory to the Father sing,     Glory to the Son, our king,
Glory to the Spirit be     Now and through eternity.

See You In Worship Next Week!

After worship prayer

Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the
ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out
with good courage, not knowing where we go but only that Your hand is leading us
and Your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN. 

There is a Prayer Ministry Member(s) in each service that is wearing a prayer
ministry tag around their neck. Please look for them if you want a prayer for
someone else, a concern or situation you may have, or yourself.

Please join us for coffee and donut holes in the cafeteria after Sunday services.

Altar Flowers Altar flowers this weekend are given in loving memory of our
children, by Pastor & Katrina Drinnon; also in loving memory of my parents, Harold
& Anita Kerschke, and in thankfulness for the blessing of our grandchildren, by Matt
& Loree Yoakum; also given with thanks to God and in honor of Ken & Judy
Brinkman’s 50  wedding anniversary, by their children and grandchildren.th
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