
THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

September 20-21, 2025

"Changing Lives through Worship, Compassion, and Christian Education"

“Persevere With Thanksgiving”

Music of Preparation
Welcome, Announcements, Greeting
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Our Ministry: We are a people of God who are: “Changing Lives through
Worship, Compassion, and Christian Education.”

Welcome! Welcome to worship as we enter a new season. Autumn’s turning leaves
remind us of God’s creative power and faithful rhythm of change. May this hour be
one of reflection, gratitude, and renewal.

Devotions & Publications are available in the Main Entryway. Please leave
donation envelopes in the offering plate.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . WORSHIP NOTES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

*Communion: The Lord’s Supper - A Reverent Sacrament
The Apostle Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 11:27,29, “Anyone who eats the bread or drinks

the Lord’s cup in an unworthy way is guilty of sinning against the Lord’s body and blood. Anyone

who eats and drinks without recognizing the Lord’s body brings judgment on himself as he eats

and drinks.” In view of the serious nature of the Lord’s Supper, Paul commands us to examine

ourselves to see if we are partaking the supper for the purposes for which Christ instituted with

our hearts properly prepared. We heartily invite Confirmed members of the Lutheran Church -

Missouri Synod to receive of the Lord’s Supper. Other guests, we ask you to see the pastor or

lay minister first so that you may receive the supper to your benefit rather than to your harm as

the Apostle Paul warns.

NOTE: If you are allergic or cannot drink full strength wine, The two (2) cups in the center

of each tray have water with a drop or two of wine.

Note About Attendance Cards...Remember that the only way we may know you
are worshiping with us is by seeing your name on an attendance card. These cards
may be completed as you enter for worship and will be collected after the offering.
Use one card for each family that is gathered. Please list the name of each
person in worship. (Parents, please take responsibility for signing in your children)
There is a "Member" side as well as a "Guest" side. Please fill out the appropriate
side and pass them to the center aisle during the gathering of the offerings. The
cards are gathered after the offering has been collected. 

To Our Visitors...Please sign our guest book found in the main entryway. Our
church and school have a few nooks and crannies, so don’t be afraid to ask an
usher where things are. Our pastor and any member here today would also be glad
to meet and assist you. A guest information packet is available in the main
entryway.
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DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING FOUR
(The music for the liturgy may be found on page 203 in the Hymnal)

Notes for Worship: As you prepare to receive the Lord’s Supper this day, we invite you to turn to

the prayer section of the Hymnal (page 305). In addition to prayers for before and after worship, there

are prayers for use before and after receiving the Lord’s Supper (page 308 as well as on the inside

front cover of the hymnal). May these prayers be useful in your worship.

 

Before worship prayer

We implore You, O Lord, in Your kindness to show us Your great mercy that we
may be set free from our sins and rescued from the punishments which we rightfully
deserve; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN. 

We’re So Glad God Brought You Here Today!

Opening Hymn: “We Praise You, O God” LSB, hymn #785

We praise You, O God, our Redeemer, Creator;
In grateful devotion our tribute we bring.

We lay it before You, we kneel and adore You;
We bless Your holy name, glad praises we sing.

We worship You, God of our fathers, we bless You;
Through trial and tempest our guide You have been.

When perils o’ertake us, You will not forsake us,
And with Your help, O Lord, our struggles we win.

With voices united our praises we offer
And gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise.

With You, Lord, beside us, Your strong arm will guide us.
To You, our great Redeemer, forever be praise!

INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON

P: In the name of the Father and of the ^ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. Matthew 28:19b
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C: who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8
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P: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed,
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
Let us humble ourselves before our Good and gracious God.

(Moment of silent reflection)

P: Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner. Luke 18:13

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

P: Let us pray . . . Almighty God, 
C: merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and

gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly
forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen. John 20:19-23

KYRIE ~ Lord Have Mercy (Sung) Mark 10:47

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.

Gloria in Excelsis ~ Glory To God In The Highest (Sung)Luke 2:14; John 1:29

To God on high be glory     And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven     Proclaimed at Jesus' birth!

We praise and bless You, Father;     Your holy name we sing
Our thanks for Your great glory,     Lord God, our heav'nly King.
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To You, O sole-begotten,     The Father's Son, we pray;
O Lamb of God, our Savior,     You take our sins away.
Have mercy on us, Jesus;     Receive our heartfelt cry,

Where You in pow'r are seated     At God's right hand on high

For You alone are holy,     You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever,     Be worshiped and adored;

You with the Holy Spirit     Alone are Lord Most High,
In God the Father's glory.     "Amen!" our glad reply.

P: The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray . . . .Almighty God, all that we possess is from Your loving hand.

Give us grace that we may honor You with all we own, always remembering
the account we must one day give to Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen

(Please be Seated)
THE READING OF THE WORD

Old Testament Lesson: 1 Chronicles 29:1-9 (Rejoice in giving to the Lord!)

And David the king said to all the assembly, “Solomon my son, whom alone God
has chosen, is young and inexperienced, and the work is great, for the palace will
not be for man but for the Lord God. So I have provided for the house of my God,
so far as I was able, the gold for the things of gold, the silver for the things of silver,
and the bronze for the things of bronze, the iron for the things of iron, and wood for
the things of wood, besides great quantities of onyx and stones for setting,
antimony, colored stones, all sorts of precious stones and marble. Moreover, in
addition to all that I have provided for the holy house, I have a treasure of my own
of gold and silver, and because of my devotion to the house of my God I give it to
the house of my God: 3,000 talents of gold, of the gold of Ophir, and 7,000 talents
of refined silver, for overlaying the walls of the house, and for all the work to be
done by craftsmen, gold for the things of gold and silver for the things of silver. Who
then will offer willingly, consecrating himself today to the Lord?” Then the leaders
of fathers’ houses made their freewill offerings, as did also the leaders of the tribes,
the commanders of thousands and of hundreds, and the officers over the king’s
work. They gave for the service of the house of God 5,000 talents and 10,000 darics
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of gold, 10,000 talents of silver, 18,000 talents of bronze and 100,000 talents of
iron. And whoever had precious stones gave them to the treasury of the house of
the Lord, in the care of Jehiel the Gershonite. Then the people rejoiced because
they had given willingly, for with a whole heart they had offered freely to the Lord.
David the king also rejoiced greatly.

Epistle Lesson: 1 Timothy 6:17-19 (Be Generous)

As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their
hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with
everything to enjoy. They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous
and ready to share, thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation
for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly life.

Stand (as you are able)

Alleluia and Verse John 20:31
C: (Sung) Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  These things are written that you may

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Lesson: Luke 21:1-4 (The Widow’s Mites)

Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering box, and he saw
a poor widow put in two small copper coins. And he said, “Truly, I tell you, this poor
widow has put in more than all of them. For they all contributed out of their
abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be Seated)

Sermon Hymn: “Take My Life and Let It Be” LSB, hymn #783

Take my life and let it be   Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;
Take my moments and my days,   Let them flow in ceaseless praise.
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Take my hands and let them move   At the impulse of Thy love;
Take my feet and let them be   Swift and beautiful for Thee.

Take my voice and let me sing   Always, only for my King;
Take my lips and let them be   Filled with messages from Thee.

Take my silver and my gold,   Not a mite would I withhold;
Take my intellect and use   Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose.

Take my will and make it Thine,   It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own,   It shall be Thy royal throne.

Take my love, my Lord, I pour   At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and I will be   Ever, only, all for Thee.

Sermon: “Take A Leap Of Faith” Luke 21:1-4

Stand (as you are able)

P: Let us confess our faith, using the words of the Nicene Creed.
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth

and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten

of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of the Father. And he will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 1 Timothy 2:1-4

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs. . . . O Lord, You have granted us the opportunity to
respond to Your love and to bring all of our wants, needs, and concerns to
You. As Your Holy Spirit works among us, may our response of gratefulness
be clearly evident in our words and in our deeds. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: Hear Our Prayer.
P: We pray for the world in which we live and for people in every place. May our

actions encourage justice and peace to abound in every way, and may we
graciously share the resources with which You have blessed the earth. Lord,
in Your mercy,

C: Hear Our Prayer.
P: We pray for the Church, which is our spiritual home. Bless all in positions of

leadership and trust with wisdom and courage. Be with the mission workers
and educators of the Church, that they may rejoice in their callings and find
contentment among the challenges of each day. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: Hear Our Prayer.
P: We pray for ourselves, that we would live out faithfully what we confess, being

responsive and responsible stewards of all with which we have been
entrusted. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: Hear Our Prayer.
P: Gathered as a family of faith this day, we pray for those with special needs and

concerns. We lift up before You those hospitalized this past week (Especially,
. . . ). Also be with those who continue treatment and healing at home. We
pray for them and all those that we name in our hearts . . . (Silence). Grant
them Your abiding presence and give us grace to be healers who bring
encouragement in Jesus’ name to those around us. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: Hear Our Prayer.
P: Lord of time and space, we thank You for the faithful witness of those whose

earthly journeys are complete, who rejoice with saints and angels in Your
eternal presence. May we, being inspired by their faithful witness, serve You
faithfully all our days. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: Hear Our Prayer.
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(Additional prayers of the congregation. Each petition concludes with. . . )
P: . . . Lord, In Your Mercy,
C: Hear Our Prayer.

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen
(Please be Seated)

Tithes and Offerings/Attendance Cards
5:00pm - Special Music: “One Thing’s Needful” Sanctuary Singers

Stand (as you are able)

OFFERTORY - Let The Vineyards LSB, Hymn # 955
C: (Sung) Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of

blessing. Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may
be fed with the bread of life. Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;
unite them with the prayers we offer now. Grace our table with your
presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

HOLY COMMUNION
(In preparation to receive the Sacrament, please read the Communion notes on page 2)

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord. Colossians 3:1
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. Psalm 136
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the
countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Prepare our
hearts to offer thanks to You, O God, and make all that we say and do an
offering of praise for the salvation You have so graciously bestowed upon us
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and singing:
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SANCTUS ~ Holy, Holy, Holy (Sung) Isaiah 6:3, Matthew 21:9

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;
Heav'n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name.

Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

P: Let us pray the prayer our Lord taught us to pray as we come to the feast of
His body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins:

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen. Matthew 6:9-13

WORDS OF INSTITUTION:
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread, and

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
Take, eat; this is my + body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of me. In the same way also he took the cup after supper, and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my +
blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Agnus Dei Divine Service 4, LSB pg 210
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(Please be Seated)
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

LSB628 - Your Table I Approach

Your table I approach;    Dear Savior, hear my prayer.
Let not an unrepentant heart    Prove hurtful to me there.

Lord, I confess my sins    And mourn their wretched bands;
A contrite heart is sure to find    Forgiveness at Your hands.

Your body and Your blood,    Once slain and shed for me,
Are taken at Your table, Lord,    In blest reality.

Search not how this takes place,    This wondrous mystery;
God can accomplish vastly more    Than what we think could be.

O grant, most blessed Lord,    That earth and hell combined
May not about this sacrament    Raise doubt within my mind.
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Oh, may I never fail    To thank You day and night
For Your true body and true blood,    O God, my peace and light.

LSB730 - What Is the World to Me

What is the world to me      With all its vaunted pleasure
When You, and You alone,      Lord Jesus, are my treasure!

You only, dearest Lord,      My soul’s delight shall be;
You are my peace, my rest.      What is the world to me!

The world seeks to be praised      And honored by the mighty
Yet never once reflects      That they are frail and flighty.

But what I truly prize      Above all things is He,
My Jesus, He alone.      What is the world to me!

The world seeks after wealth      And all that mammon offers
Yet never is content      Though gold should fill its coffers.

I have a higher good,      Content with it I’ll be:
My Jesus is my wealth.      What is the world to me!

What is the world to me!      My Jesus is my treasure,
My life, my health, my wealth,      My friend, my love, my pleasure,

My joy, my crown, my all,      My bliss eternally.
Once more, then, I declare:      What is the world to me!

LSB617 - O Lord, We Praise Thee

O Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and adore Thee,
In thanksgiving bow before Thee.

Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst nourish
Our weak souls that they may flourish:

O Lord, have mercy!
May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary,

That our sins and sorrows did carry,
And Thy blood for us plead    In all trial, fear, and need:

O Lord, have mercy!
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Thy holy body into death was given,
Life to win for us in heaven.

No greater love than this to Thee could bind us;
May this feast thereof remind us!

O Lord, have mercy!
Lord, Thy kindness did so constrain Thee

That Thy blood should bless and sustain me.
All our debt Thou hast paid;    Peace with God once more is made:

O Lord, have mercy!

May God bestow on us His grace and favor
That we follow Christ our Savior

And live together here in love and union
Nor despise this blest Communion!

O Lord, have mercy!
Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us;

Grant that heav’nly-minded He make us;
Give Thy Church, Lord, to see    Days of peace and unity:

O Lord, have mercy!

Stand (as you are able)

Nunc Dimittis Divine Service 4, LSB pg 211
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

P: Let us pray. . . . Grant, O Lord, that the lips that have sung Your praise in the
sanctuary may glorify You in the world, that the ears that have heard the voice
of Your songs may be closed to the voices of clamor and dispute, that the
eyes that have seen Your great love may also behold Your blessed hope, that
the tongues that have confessed Your name may ever speak the truth, and
that the bodies of all who have tasted of Your Son’s living body and blood may
be restored to newness of life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.

C: Amen
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BLESSING

P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God. Psalm 103:1
P: The LORD bless you and keep you.

The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

C: Amen. Numbers 6:24-26

Closing Hymn: “Praise To The Lord, The Almighty” LSB, hymn #790

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise Him, for He is your health and salvation!

Let all who hear    Now to His temple draw near,
Joining in glad adoration!

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is wondrously reigning
And, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining.
Have you not seen   All that is needful has been

Sent by His gracious ordaining?

Praise to the Lord, who has fearfully, wondrously, made you,
Health has bestowed and, when heedlessly falling, has stayed you.

What need or grief   Ever has failed of relief?
Wings of His mercy did shade you.

Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you;
Surely His goodness and mercy shall daily attend you.

Ponder anew   What the Almighty can do
As with His love He befriends you.

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him!
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him!

Let the Amen   Sound from His people again;
Gladly forever adore Him!

See You In Worship Next Week!
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After worship prayer - Almighty and everlasting God, through Your Son You have
promised us forgiveness of sins and everlasting life. Govern our hearts by Your Holy
Spirit that in our daily need, and especially in all time of temptation, we may seek
Your help and, by a true and lively faith in Your Word, obtain all that You have
promised; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN.

Please join us for coffee and donut holes in the cafeteria after Sunday services.

Altar Flowers Altar flowers this weekend are given with thanks to God for 35 years
of marriage, by Ken & Kim Capps; also with praise to God and in thankfulness for
all His blessings in our 66 years of marriage, by Freeman and Nancy Mietzner.
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