THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 24-25, 2025

"Changing Lives through Worship, Compassion, and Christian Education.

“Persevere With Thanksgiving”

But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does
what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in
the Lamb's book of life. Revelation 21:27

Music of Preparation,
Welcome, Announcements, Greeting

Our Ministry: We are a people of God who are: “Changing Lives through
Worship, Compassion, and Christian Education.”

Welcome! Children of God, siblings of Christ: The Holy Spirit has called and
gathered us here. Let us worship together.

Devotions & Publications Available are found in the main entryway. Please leave
donation envelopes in the offering plate.

Note About Attendance Cards...Remember that the only way we may know you
are worshiping with us is by seeing your name on an attendance card. These cards
may be completed as you enter for worship and will be collected after the offering.
Use one card for each family that is gathered. Please list the name of each
person in worship. (Parents, please take responsibility for signing in your children)
There is a "Member" side as well as a "Guest" side. Please fill out the appropriate
side and pass them to the center aisle during the gathering of the offerings. The
cards are gathered after the offering has been collected.

To Our Visitors...Our school has a few nooks and crannies, so don’t be afraid to
ask an usher where things are. Our pastor and any member here today would also
be glad to meet and assist you. A guest information packet is available in the main
entryway.

For All Who Worship...If you are arriving after the service has started, please allow
our ushers to assist you with seating. We ask that you avoid entering during the
confession, prayers, or Bible readings as these are quiet and meditative moments.

For Parents with Small Children...We love and want children in our services as
a part of God’s family, to spend time with Jesus, and to learn how to worship. We
want you and your children to experience our Lord’s love and to have a great
opportunity to worship the Lord along with all who are gathered here to praise our
Savior's name.



DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING ONE
(The music for the liturgy may be found on page 151 in the Hymnal)

Notes for Worship: As you prepare for worship this day, we invite you to turn to the prayer section
of the Hymnal (page 305). In addition to prayers for before and after worship, there are prayers for
all aspects of the Christian Life (some of the prayers are also located on the inside front cover of the
hymnal). May these prayers be useful in your worship.

Before worship prayer

Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In
the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that | may enter Your house
to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord.
AMEN.

We’re So Glad God Brought You Here Today!
LSB, hymn #672

Jerusalem the golden,  With milk and honey blest—
The promise of salvation, The place of peace and rest—
We know not, oh, we know not  What joys await us there:

The radiancy of glory, The bliss beyond compare!

Opening Hymn: “Jerusalem the Golden”

Within those walls of Zion  Sounds forth the joyful song,
As saints join with the angels  And all the martyr throng.
The Prince is ever with them;  The daylight is serene;
The city of the blessed  Shines bright with glorious sheen.

Around the throne of David, The saints, from care released,
Raise loud their songs of triumph  To celebrate the feast.
They sing to Christ their leader, Who conquered in the fight,
Who won for them forever  Their gleaming robes of white.

O sweet and blessed country, The home of God’s elect!
O sweet and blessed country  That faithful hearts expect!
In mercy, Jesus, bringus  To that eternal rest
With You and God the Father  And Spirit, ever blest.

INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen. Matthew 28:19b
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8-9
Dear Friends in Christ, let us humble our hearts before our Holy God and
silently reflect upon our sins.
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(Moment of silent reflection)

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen

P:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office,
as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto
all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ |
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit. John 20:19-23

C: Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE
Gloria in Excelsis ~Glory to God in the Highest

Luke 2:14, John 1:29

P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

C: (Sung) Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: We worship
you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ,
only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: You take away the sin of
the world; have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand of the




Father; receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are
the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen

P:  The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22

C: (Sung) And also with you.

P: Letus pray....Heavenly Father, our Lord Jesus has returned to You, but He
promised us to live with Him in the new Jerusalem. Grant us, by Your Spirit,
steadfastness of faith, so that we never doubt but will live each day in joyful
expectation of seeing Him again; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: Amen

(Please be Seated)

THE READING OF THE WORD
Epistle Lesson: Revelation 21:9-14, 21-27

(The Lamb and Life!)

enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are
written in the Lamb's book of life.

Stand (as you are able)

Alleluia and Verse - Common John 6:68

C: (Sung) Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of
eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixteenth chapter.

C: (Sung) Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel Lesson: John 16:23-33

(I Have Overcome The World)

Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last
plagues and spoke to me, saying, “Come, | will show you the Bride, the wife of the
Lamb.” And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed
me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, having the glory
of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. It had a
great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates
the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed - on the east
three gates, on the north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west
three gates. And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the
twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. . . .And the twelve gates were
twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and the street of the city
was pure gold, transparent as glass. And | saw no temple in the city, for its temple
is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or
moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. By
its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it,
and its gates will never be shut by day - and there will be no night there. They will
bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. But nothing unclean will ever

[Jesus said:] “In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, | say to you,
whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he will give it to you. Until now you
have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.
| have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when | will
no longer speak to you in figures of speech but will tell you plainly about the Father.
In that day you will ask in my name, and | do not say to you that | will ask the Father
on your behalf; for the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and
have believed that | came from God. | came from the Father and have come into the
world, and now | am leaving the world and going to the Father.” His disciples said,
“Ah, now you are speaking plainly and not using figurative speech! Now we know
that you know all things and do not need anyone to question you; this is why we
believe that you came from God.” Jesus answered them, “Do you now believe?
Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, each
to his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet | am not alone, for the Father is with
me. | have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world
you will have tribulation. But take heart; | have overcome the world.”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: (Sung) Praise to You, O Christ.

(Please be Seated)




Sermon Hymn: “Sing with All the Saints in Glory” LSB, hymn #671 (tune803)

Sing with all the saints in glory,
Sing the resurrection song!
Death and sorrow, earth’s dark story,
To the former days belong.

All around the clouds are breaking;
Soon the storms of time shall cease;
In God’s likeness we awaken,
Knowing everlasting peace.

Oh, what glory, far exceeding
All that eye has yet perceived!
Holiest hearts for ages pleading
Never that full joy conceived.
God has promised, Christ prepares it;
There on high our welcome waits.
Ev'ry humble spirit shares it,
Christ has passed the_eternal gates.

Life eternal! Heav'n rejoices:
Jesus lives who once was dead.
Shout with joy, O deathless voices!
Child of God, lift up your head!
Life eternal! Oh, what wonders
Crowd on faith; what joy unknown,
When, amid earth’s closing thunders,
Saints shall stand before the throne!

Sermon: “Life and the Lamb’s Book of Life!” Revelation 21:21-27

Stand (as you are able)

P: Let us confess our faith, using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C: | believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day
he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen

(Please be Seated)
Tithes and Offerings/Attendance Cards
OFFERTORY - Create In Me LSB, Divine Service 3, pg 192-193

C: (Sung) Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within
me. Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit
from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and uphold me with
Thy free spirit.

BLESSING - DEDICATION OF BLANKETS

P: Dear friends in Christ, our members have assembled these blankets to be a
blessing to those struggling with cancer. As we pray today, | invite you to lay
your hand upon one nearby and pray with me that God would bless those who
receive these.

Let us pray, . ... O Lord our God, maker of all things, you have blessed us
with so many gifts - and so we offer before You the labor of our hands. We
dedicate these blankets

C: We trustthat Your love will go wherever each one is sent, making it more
than just a piece of material, making each piece we have created an
expression of love.

P:  Where these items bring comfort to those in need.

C: Comfort them with Your Holy Spirit.

P:  Where these items bring warmth,

C: Warm them with the Joy of the Gospel and the Love of Christ.

P:  Where hands have gathered and sewn,

C: May Your hand of blessings and peace rest.



P:

C:

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

May the work of many hands go forth with our love and blessing as well as
Yours, O Lord.
Amen!

1 Timothy 2:1-4

P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs. . . .. Father, we pray for peace but there is none,
except the peace that surpasses all understanding - the peace that is Your gift
to us in Christ. Give us this peace always; Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Guard our hearts against loving things more than You, against being satisfied
with the things of today instead of eternity; fill us with desire for You and Your
Kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Open our eyes to Your presence in the waters of our baptism, in the words of
the Scriptures, and in the bread and wine of the Lord's Supper, that we may
receive You with faith and be born anew in faith, hope, and holiness of life.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Bless all those who lead us; be with the peoples and leaders of every nation;
turn our world from war to peace; lead us to care for those least able to care
for themselves. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Grant us healing, O Lord, that those who suffer may rest in Your almighty
arms. We pray that you be with those hospitalized this past week (Especially,
... ). Also be with those who continue treatment and healing at home. We
pray for them and all those that we name in our hearts . . . (Silence). May they
abide in Christ by faith until we all behold You face to face. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Open our hearts to be grateful for all Your gifts and lead us to use them wisely,
responsibly, and for the work of Your Kingdom; help us delight in the privilege
of returning to You what You have first given us: ourselves, our time, and our
financial treasures. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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C:
Closing Hymn: “For All the Saints”

(Additional prayers of the congregation. Each petition concludes with. . . )
P: ... Lord, In Your Mercy,
C: Hear Our Prayer.

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has taught us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen

BENEDICTION

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

He is risen, indeed! Alleluia!

The LORD bless you and keep you.

The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and t give you peace.
(Sung) Amen

LSB, hymn #677

For all the saints who from their labors rest,
Who Thee by faith before the world confessed,
Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might;
Thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight;
Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true light.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Oh, may Thy soldiers, faithful, true, and bold,
Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old
And win with them the victor's crown of gold!
Alleluia! Alleluia!
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Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine!
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine;
Yet all are one in Thee, for all are Thine.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

And when the fight is fierce, the warfare long,
Steals on the ear the distant triumph song,
And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

The golden evening brightens in the west;
Soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh rest;
Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

But, lo, there breaks a yet more glorious day:
The saints triumphant rise in bright array;
The King of Glory passes on His way.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast,
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost:
Alleluia! Alleluia!

See You In Worship Next Week!

After worship prayer

Almighty and everlasting God, of Your great mercy in Jesus Christ You have
granted us forgiveness of sin and all things pertaining to life and godliness. Send
us Your Holy Spirit that He may so rule our hearts that we, being ever mindful of|
Your fatherly mercy, may serve You in holiness and pureness of living and may give

You continual thanks for all Your goodness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN.
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There will be Prayer Ministry Member(s) in each service that will be wearing a
prayer ministry tag around their neck. Please look for them if you are wanting prayer
for yourself, someone else or prayer for a concern or situation you may have.

Please join us for coffee and donut holes in the cafeteria after Sunday services.

Altar Flowers: Altar flowers are given this weekend in honor of and in thankfulness
to God on our 50" anniversary, by Bill & Kim Balgeman; also in loving memory of
our daughter, Denise Tully, by Jerry & June Hoekstra.
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