
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

April 26-27, 2025

"Changing Lives through Worship, Compassion, and Christian Education"

“Persevere With Thanksgiving”

Music of Preparation,
Welcome, Announcements, Greeting
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Our Ministry:  We are a people of God who are: “Changing Lives through
Worship, Compassion, and Christian Education.”

Welcome! I’m grateful for the mix of doubt and faith the disciples exhibited; it puts
me in good company. Jesus, bless me with increased belief, even when I cannot
see you in person.+

Devotions & Publications Available are found in the main entryway. Please leave
donation envelopes in the offering plate.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . WORSHIP NOTES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Note About Attendance Cards...Remember that the only way we may know you
are worshiping with us is by seeing your name on an attendance card. These cards
may be completed as you enter for worship and will be collected after the offering.
Use one card for each family that is gathered. Please list the name of each
person in worship. (Parents, please take responsibility for signing in your children)
There is a "Member" side as well as a "Guest" side. Please fill out the appropriate
side and pass them to the center aisle during the gathering of the offerings. The
cards are gathered after the offering has been collected. 

To Our Visitors...Our school has a few nooks and crannies, so don’t be afraid to
ask an usher where things are. Our pastor and any member here today would also
be glad to meet and assist you. A guest information packet is available in the main
entryway.

For All Who Worship...If you are arriving after the service has started, please allow
our ushers to assist you with seating. We ask that you avoid entering during the
confession, prayers, or Bible readings as these are quiet and meditative moments.

For Parents with Small Children...We love and want children in our services as
a part of God’s family, to spend time with Jesus, and to learn how to worship. We
want you and your children to experience our Lord’s love and to have a great
opportunity to worship the Lord along with all who are gathered here to praise our
Savior’s name.



3

DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING ONE
(The music for the liturgy may be found on page 151 in the Hymnal)

Notes for Worship: As you prepare for worship this day, we invite you to turn to the prayer section

of the Hymnal (page 305). In addition to prayers for before and after worship, there are prayers for

all aspects of the Christian Life (some of the prayers are also located on the inside front cover of the

hymnal). May these prayers be useful in your worship.

 

Before worship prayer

Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In
the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house
to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord.
AMEN.

8:30am - Special Music: “Christ is Risen! Sing Alleluia!” Sanctuary Singers

We’re So Glad God Brought You Here Today!

Opening Hymn: “Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven” LSB, hymn #477

Alleluia, alleluia!    Hearts to heav’n and voices raise:
Sing to God a hymn of gladness,    Sing to God a hymn of praise;
He who on the cross a victim    For the world’s salvation bled—
Jesus Christ, the King of Glory,    Now is risen from the dead.

Alleluia, Christ is risen!    Death at last has met defeat:
See the ancient pow’rs of evil    In confusion and retreat;

Once He died, and once was buried:    Now He lives forevermore,
Jesus Christ, the world’s Redeemer,    Whom we worship and adore.

Alleluia, alleluia!    Glory be to God on high:
Alleluia to the Savior    Who has gained the victory;
Alleluia to the Spirit,     Fount of love and sanctity!

Alleluia, alleluia    To the triune Majesty!

INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON

P: In the name of the Father and of the ^ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. Matthew 28:19b
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P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8-9
P: Dear Friends in Christ, let us humble our hearts before our Holy God and

silently reflect upon our sins.

(Moment of silent reflection)

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office,
as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto
all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ^ Son and of the
Holy Spirit. John 20:19-23

C: Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE
Gloria in Excelsis ~Glory to God in the Highest Luke 2:14, John 1:29

P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
C: (Sung) Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: We worship

you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ,
only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: You take away the sin of
the world; have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand of the
Father; receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are
the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen
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P: The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
C: (Sung) And also with you.
P: Let us pray . . . .Almighty God, who once delivered Thomas from his fears and

strengthened his faith, grant us by Your grace the same Spirit to confront our
doubts and so be made steadfast and bold in faith and in the confession of
Christ’s saving name before the world; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord
and Savior, whom with the Father and the Spirit, You are one God, one Lord,
now and forever.

C: Amen

(Please be Seated)
THE READING OF THE WORD

Epistle Lesson: Revelation 1:4-18 (I Am The First And The Last)

John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who
is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his
throne, and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the
ruler of kings on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his
blood and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and
dominion forever and ever. Amen. Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every
eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on
account of him. Even so. Amen. “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord
God, “who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.” I, John, your brother
and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient endurance that are
in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the word of God and the
testimony of Jesus. I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a
loud voice like a trumpet saying, “Write what you see in a book and send it to the
seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and
to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.” Then I turned to see the voice that
was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven golden lampstands, and in the
midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a
golden sash around his chest. The hairs of his head were white like wool, as white
as snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, his feet were like burnished bronze,
refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters. In his right hand
he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face
was like the sun shining in full strength. When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though
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dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last,
and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys
of Death and Hades.

Stand (as you are able)

Alleluia and Verse - Common John 6:68
C: (Sung) Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of

eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia.
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.
C: (Sung) Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel Lesson: John 20:19-31 (Jesus Brings Peace)

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where
the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said
to them, “Peace be with you.” When he had said this, he showed them his hands
and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending
you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive
the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold
forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the
Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We
have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the
nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his
side, I will never believe.” Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your
finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do
not disbelieve, but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus
said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those
who have not seen and yet have believed.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the
presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written
so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by
believing you may have life in his name.
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P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: (Sung) Praise to You, O Christ.

(Please be Seated)

Sermon Hymn: “Jesus Lives! The Victory's Won” LSB, hymn #490

Jesus lives! The vict’ry’s won!      Death no longer can appall me;
Jesus lives! Death’s reign is done!      From the grave will Christ recall me.

Brighter scenes will then commence;      This shall be my confidence.

Jesus lives! To Him the throne       High above all things is given.
I shall go where He is gone,       Live and reign with Him in heaven.
God is faithful; doubtings, hence!       This shall be my confidence.

Jesus lives! For me He died,       Hence will I, to Jesus living,
Pure in heart and act abide,       Praise to Him and glory giving.
All I need God will dispense;      This shall be my confidence.

Jesus lives! I know full well       Nothing me from Him shall sever.
Neither death nor pow’rs of hell       Part me now from Christ forever.

God will be my sure defense;      This shall be my confidence.

Jesus lives! And now is death       But the gate of life immortal;
This shall calm my trembling breath       When I pass its gloomy portal.

Faith shall cry, as fails each sense:       Jesus is my confidence!

Sermon: “Easter Peace” John 20:19-31

Stand (as you are able)

P: Let us confess our faith, using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day
he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
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right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen

(Please be Seated)

Tithes and Offerings/Attendance Cards

OFFERTORY - Create In Me LSB, Divine Service 3, pg 192-193

C: (Sung) Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within
me. Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit
from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and uphold me with
Thy free spirit.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 1 Timothy 2:1-4
P: Let us pray, . . Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for

all people according to their needs. . . . . Grant us grace, O Lord, that we may
not give in to temptation and doubt but with confidence confess the death of
our Lord Jesus Christ and His resurrection and bless those who hear us make
the good confession. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Grant us courage, O Lord, that we may not fear along the way but daily

become bolder by the power of the Spirit to speak the name of Jesus and to
live as His own in His kingdom here and in heaven forevermore. Lord, in Your
mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Grant us peace, O Lord, that having full confidence in Your loving care, we

may neither be distracted by cares or struggles of this life nor succumb to a
suspicious heart, but daily grow closer to You through Your Word and live
according to Your will. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Grant us healing, O Lord, that those who suffer may rest in Your almighty

arms. We pray that you be with those hospitalized this past week (Especially,
. . . ). Also be with those who continue treatment and healing at home. We
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pray for them and all those that we name in our hearts . . . (Silence). May they
abide in Christ by faith until we all behold You face to face. Lord, in Your
mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Grant us life, O Lord, that we may be kept by Your grace and Spirit that

through the days of our trouble and by the merits of Christ alone we receive
Your salvation, dwelling among the saints on high even as we rest from all our
labors. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

(Additional prayers of the congregation. Each petition concludes with. . . )
P: . . . Lord, In Your Mercy,
C: Hear Our Prayer.

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has taught us to pray:

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen

BENEDICTION

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: He is risen, indeed! Alleluia!
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ^ give you peace.

C: (Sung) Amen

Closing Hymn: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing” LSB, hymn #475

Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing!
Now is the triumph of our King!

To all the world glad news we bring:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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The Lord of life is ris’n this day;
Bring flow’rs of song to strew His way;

Let all the world rejoice and say:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Praise we in songs of victory
That love, that life which cannot die,
And sing with hearts uplifted high:

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Your name we bless, O risen Lord,
And sing today with one accord

The life laid down, the life restored:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

See You In Worship Next Week!

After worship prayer

Almighty and everlasting God, of Your great mercy in Jesus Christ You have
granted us forgiveness of sin and all things pertaining to life and godliness. Send
us Your Holy Spirit that He may so rule our hearts that we, being ever mindful of
Your fatherly mercy, may serve You in holiness and pureness of living and may give
You continual thanks for all Your goodness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN.

There will be Prayer Ministry Member(s) in each service that will be wearing a
prayer ministry tag around their neck. Please look for them if you are wanting prayer
for yourself, someone else or prayer for a concern or situation you may have. 

Please join us for coffee and donut holes in the cafeteria after Sunday services.

Altar Flowers: Altar flowers this weekend are given in loving memory of our
husband and father, John, on his birthday, May 1 , by Donna Hopkins and Nathan,st

Rachel, David, and Jacob; also in loving memory of our daughter, Julie, and
granddaughter, Rainey, by Robert & Patricia Sanders.



11

ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH

Rev. Karl J. Koeppen . . . . . . . . . . Senior Pastor
Rev. Roger A. Drinnon . . . . . . Associate Pastor
Mr. Brian Porter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Principal

Rev. David Baker . . . . . . Missionary to Mongolia
Rev. Ross Engel . . . . . . . . . . . Adopt-A-Chaplain
Church & School Office: . . . . . . . . . . 932-0312

Church Campus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 348 E. Merchant, Kankakee
School Campus and Church & School Office . . . . . . . . . . . . 1780 Career Center Road, Bourbonnais
Church & School Website . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . www.stpaulslutheran.net

COPYRIGHT ACKNOWLEDGMENTS (PK)
Portions of this service may be copyrighted under:
Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Reprinted with permission.
Scripture quotations taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978,
1984 by International Bible Society®. Used by permission. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing
House.
COVER GRAPHIC::
Music: Music re-printed through CCLI License #640335 or through hymnal/songbook ownership or song is Public Domain
and not copyrighted. LSB781 - We Give Thee But Thine Own. HYMNS: LSB477 - Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven: Text
(sts. 1, 3) and Music: Public domain; Text: admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET,
number 100012920.; Text (st. 2): © 1982 Jubilate Hymns Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, number
100012920; LSB490 - Jesus Lives! The Victory's Won: Text (sts. 1–5) and Tune: Public domain; LSB475 - Good Christian
Friends, Rejoice and Sing: Text (sts. 1–4): © 1958, renewed 1986 Hymns Ancient and Modern Ltd. Used by permission: LSB
Hymn License .NET, number 100012920.; admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET,
number 100012920.


