
THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

September 14-15, 2024

"Changing Lives through Worship, Compassion, and Christian Education"

Music of Preparation
Welcome, Announcements, Greeting 2

Our Ministry:  We are a people of God who are: “Changing Lives through
Worship, Compassion, and Christian Education.”

Welcome! God told Moses to raise a bronze serpent on a pole so people who were
sick could look at it and be healed (Numbers 21:4-9). Likewise, we look to Christ,
raised up on a cross, and our souls are healed. Welcome to worship.

Devotions & Publications are available in the Main Entryway. Please leave
donation envelopes in the offering plate.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . WORSHIP NOTES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

*Communion: The Lord’s Supper - A Reverent Sacrament
The Apostle Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 11:27,29, “Anyone who eats the bread or drinks

the Lord’s cup in an unworthy way is guilty of sinning against the Lord’s body and blood. Anyone

who eats and drinks without recognizing the Lord’s body brings judgment on himself as he eats

and drinks.” In view of the serious nature of the Lord’s Supper, Paul commands us to examine

ourselves to see if we are partaking the supper for the purposes for which Christ instituted with

our hearts properly prepared. We heartily invite Confirmed members of the Lutheran Church -

Missouri Synod to receive of the Lord’s Supper. Other guests, we ask you to see the pastor or

lay minister first so that you may receive the supper to your benefit rather than to your harm as

the Apostle Paul warns.

NOTE: If you are allergic or cannot drink full strength wine, The two (2) cups in the center

of each tray have water with a drop or two of wine.

Note About Attendance Cards...Remember that the only way we may know you
are worshiping with us is by seeing your name on an attendance card. These cards
may be completed as you enter for worship and will be collected after the offering.
Use one card for each family that is gathered. Please list the name of each
person in worship. (Parents, please take responsibility for signing in your children)
There is a "Member" side as well as a "Guest" side. Please fill out the appropriate
side and pass them to the center aisle during the gathering of the offerings. The
cards are gathered after the offering has been collected. 

To Our Visitors...Our church and school have a few nooks and crannies, so don’t
be afraid to ask an usher where things are. Our pastor and any member here today
would also be glad to meet and assist you. A guest information packet is available
in the main (west) entryway.
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DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING FOUR
(The music for the liturgy may be found on page 203 in the Hymnal)

Notes for Worship: As you prepare to receive the Lord’s Supper this day, we invite you to turn to

the prayer section of the Hymnal (page 305). In addition to prayers for before and after worship, there

are prayers for use before and after receiving the Lord’s Supper (page 308 as well as on the inside

front cover of the hymnal). May these prayers be useful in your worship.

 

Before worship prayer

Almighty God, grant that we, who have been redeemed from the old life of sin by
our baptism into the death and resurrection of Your Son Jesus Christ, may be
renewed by Your Holy Spirit to live in righteousness and true holiness; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN. 

We’re So Glad God Brought You Here Today!

Opening Hymn: “Chief of Sinners Though I Be” LSB, hymn #611

Chief of sinners though I be,
Jesus shed His blood for me,
Died that I might live on high,
Lives that I might never die.
As the branch is to the vine,

I am His, and He is mine.

Oh, the height of Jesus’ love,
Higher than the heav’ns above,
Deeper than the depths of sea,

Lasting as eternity!
Love that found me - wondrous thought!

Found me when I sought Him not.

Only Jesus can impart
Balm to heal the wounded heart,
Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n,

Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n,
Faith and hope to walk with God

In the way that Enoch trod.
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Chief of sinners though I be,
Christ is all in all to me;

All my wants to Him are known,
All my sorrows are His own.
He sustains the hidden life

Safe with Him from earthly strife.

O my Savior, help afford
By Your Spirit and Your Word!

When my wayward heart would stray,
Keep me in the narrow way;
Grace in time of need supply
While I live and when I die.

INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON

P: In the name of the Father and of the ^ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. Matthew 28:19b
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C: who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8
P: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed,
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
Let us humble ourselves before our Good and gracious God.

(Moment of silent reflection)

P: Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner. Luke 18:13

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.
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P: Let us pray . . . Almighty God, 
C: merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and

gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly
forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen. John 20:19-23

KYRIE ~ Lord Have Mercy (Sung) Mark 10:47

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.

Gloria in Excelsis ~ Glory To God In The Highest (Sung)Luke 2:14; John 1:29

To God on high be glory     And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven     Proclaimed at Jesus' birth!

We praise and bless You, Father;     Your holy name we sing
Our thanks for Your great glory,     Lord God, our heav'nly King.

To You, O sole-begotten,     The Father's Son, we pray;
O Lamb of God, our Savior,     You take our sins away.
Have mercy on us, Jesus;     Receive our heartfelt cry,

Where You in pow'r are seated     At God's right hand on high

For You alone are holy,     You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever,     Be worshiped and adored;

You with the Holy Spirit     Alone are Lord Most High,
In God the Father's glory.     "Amen!" our glad reply.

P: The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray . . . Blessed Lord, open our ears to hear Your Word of truth.

Unleash our tongues to speak Your grace into the lives of others. Fortify us
with honest hearts to call upon Your name with praise and thanksgiving, and
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to honor our neighbors with Your love and kindness, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: Amen

(Please be Seated)
THE READING OF THE WORD

Epistle Lesson: James 3:1-12 (Blessing and Cursing)

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who
teach will be judged with greater strictness. For we all stumble in many ways, and
if anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle
his whole body. If we put bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we
guide their whole bodies as well. Look at the ships also: though they are so large
and are driven by strong winds, they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the
will of the pilot directs. So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great
things. How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! And the tongue is a fire,
a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining the
whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. For every
kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been
tamed by mankind, but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil,
full of deadly poison. With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse
people who are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing
and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth
from the same opening both fresh and salt water? Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear
olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt pond yield fresh water.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse John 20:31

C: (Sung) Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  These things are written that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
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Gospel Lesson: Mark 9:14-29 (A Demon Is Cast Out)

When they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around them, and scribes
arguing with them. And immediately all the crowd, when they saw him, were greatly
amazed and ran up to [Jesus] and greeted him. And he asked them, “What are you
arguing about with them?” And someone from the crowd answered him, “Teacher,
I brought my son to you, for he has a spirit that makes him mute. And whenever it
seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes
rigid. So I asked your disciples to cast it out, and they were not able.” And he
answered them, “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How long
am I to bear with you? Bring him to me.” And they brought the boy to him. And when
the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and
rolled about, foaming at the mouth. And Jesus asked his father, “How long has this
been happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood. And it has often cast him
into fire and into water, to destroy him. But if you can do anything, have compassion
on us and help us.” And Jesus said to him, “If you can! All things are possible for
one who believes.” Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I believe;
help my unbelief!” And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he
rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You mute and deaf spirit, I command you,
come out of him and never enter him again.” And after crying out and convulsing
him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse, so that most of them said,
“He is dead.” But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. And
when he had entered the house, his disciples asked him privately, “Why could we
not cast it out?” And he said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out by anything
but prayer.”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be Seated)

Sermon Hymn: “Thy Strong Word” LSB, hymn #578

Thy strong word did cleave the darkness;    At Thy speaking it was done.
For created light we thank Thee,    While Thine ordered seasons run.

Alleluia, alleluia!    Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia!    Alleluia without end!
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Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness,    Dark as night and deep as death,
Broke the light of Thy salvation,    Breathed Thine own life-breathing breath.

Alleluia, alleluia!    Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia!    Alleluia without end!

Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous;    Bright with Thine own holiness,
Glorious now, we press toward glory,    And our lives our hopes confess.

Alleluia, alleluia!    Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia!    Alleluia without end!

From the cross Thy wisdom shining    Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might;
From the cross forever beameth    All Thy bright redeeming light.

Alleluia, alleluia!    Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia!    Alleluia without end!

Give us lips to sing Thy glory,    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim,
Throats that shout the hope that fills us,    Mouths to speak Thy holy name.

Alleluia, alleluia!    May the light which Thou dost send
Fill our songs with alleluias,    Alleluias without end!

God the Father, light-creator,    To Thee laud and honor be.
To Thee, Light of Light begotten,    Praise be sung eternally.

Holy Spirit, light-revealer,    Glory, glory be to Thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever    Praise the holy Trinity!

Sermon: “The Tongue is a World of Unrighteousness” James 3:1-12

Stand
P: Let us confess our faith, using the words of the Nicene Creed.
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth

and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten

of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose
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again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of the Father. And he will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 1 Timothy 2:1-4

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs. . . . . Keep us, O Lord, from speaking words of anger,
division, and hate and grant us every aid of Your Spirit that we may speak the
good word of the Gospel, to build up one another in faith and to address the
world with Your grace, Lord, in Your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.
P: Help us, O Lord, to see both the destructive power of our words and the

healing power of Your Word, that we may rejoice to share with others the
healing and sustaining word of the cross we have heard in Christ. Lord, in Your
mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.
P: Spread, O Lord, the reign of peace within and among all nations. Bless all who

make, administer, and judge our laws that everywhere the weak may be
protected, virtue encouraged, and justice and freedom prosper for all. Bless
especially those who guard our freedom here, and throughout the world. Lord,
in Your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.
P: Heal, O Lord, all those wounded by affliction, suffering the frailty of age, and

sorrowing over the loss of those whom they love. O Lord, we pray that You be
with those hospitalized this past week (Especially, . . . ). Also be with those
who continue treatment and healing at home. We pray for them and all those
that we name in our hearts . . . (Silence). O God, may all who cry to You in
their need, know the full consolation of Your healing and sustaining love. Lord,
in Your mercy,
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C: Hear our prayer.

(Additional prayers of the congregation. Each petition concludes with. . . )
P: . . . Lord, In Your Mercy,
C: Hear Our Prayer.

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen
(Please be Seated)

Tithes and Offerings/Attendance Cards

OFFERTORY - Let The Vineyards LSB, Hymn # 955
C: (Sung) Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of

blessing. Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may
be fed with the bread of life. Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;
unite them with the prayers we offer now. Grace our table with your
presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

HOLY COMMUNION
(In preparation to receive the Sacrament, please read the Communion notes on page 2)

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord. Colossians 3:1
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. Psalm 136
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by
taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death
upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and
given us life everlasting. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and singing:
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SANCTUS ~ Holy, Holy, Holy (Sung) Isaiah 6:3, Matthew 21:9
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;

Heav'n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;

Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

P: Let us pray the prayer our Lord taught us to pray as we come to the feast of
His body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins:

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen. Matthew 6:9-13

WORDS OF INSTITUTION:
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread, and

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
Take, eat; this is my + body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of me. In the same way also he took the cup after supper, and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my +
blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

Mt 26:26-28, Mk 14:22-24, Lk 22:19-20, 1 Cor. 11:23-25
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

(Please be Seated)

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

LSB784 - Take My Life and Let It Be

Take my life and let it be   Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;
Take my moments and my days,   Let them flow in ceaseless praise.

Let them flow in ceaseless praise.
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Take my hands and let them move   At the impulse of Thy love;
Take my feet and let them be   Swift and beautiful for Thee.

Swift and beautiful for Thee.

Take my voice and let me sing   Always, only for my King;
Take my lips and let them be   Filled with messages from Thee.

Filled with messages from Thee.

Take my silver and my gold,   Not a mite would I withhold;
Take my intellect and use   Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose.

Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose.

Take my will and make it Thine,   It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own,   It shall be Thy royal throne.

It shall be Thy royal throne.

Take my love, my Lord, I pour   At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and I will be   Ever, only, all for Thee.

Ever, only, all for Thee.

LSB624 - The Infant Priest Was Holy Born

The infant Priest was holy born
For us unholy and forlorn;

From fleshly temple forth came He,
Anointed from eternity.

This great High Priest in human flesh
Was icon of God’s righteousness.

His hallowed touch brought sanctity;
His hand removed impurity.

The holy Lamb undaunted came
To God’s own altar lit with flame;

While weeping angels hid their eyes,
This Priest became a sacrifice.
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But death would not the victor be
Of Him who hung upon the tree.
He leads us to the Holy Place

Within the veil, before God’s face.

The veil is torn, our Priest we see,
As at the rail on bended knee

Our hungry mouths from Him receive
The bread of immortality.

The body of God’s Lamb we eat,
A priestly food and priestly meat;

On sin-parched lips the chalice pours
His quenching blood that life restores.

With cherubim and seraphim
Our voices join the endless hymn,

And “Holy, holy, holy” sing
To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King.

LSB849 - Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness

Praise the One who breaks the darkness      With a liberating light;
Praise the One who frees the pris’ners,      Turning blindness into sight.

Praise the One who preached the Gospel,      Healing ev’ry dread disease,
Calming storms, and feeding thousands      With the very Bread of peace.

Praise the One who blessed the children      With a strong, yet gentle, word;
Praise the One who drove out demons      With the piercing, two-edged sword.

Praise the One who brings cool water      To the desert’s burning sand;
From this Well comes living water,      Quenching thirst in ev’ry land.

Let us praise the Word Incarnate,      Christ, who suffered in our place.
Jesus died and rose victorious      That we may know God by grace.
Let us sing for joy and gladness,      Seeing what our God has done;

Let us praise the true Redeemer,      Praise the One who makes us one.
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

P: Let us pray. . . . We give You thanks, O Lord, our God, for speaking to us the
good word of hope and salvation in Jesus Christ, our Lord and for feeding us
with His most precious body and blood. We pray You to unleash our lips that
we may fervently proclaim the saving name of Jesus to the world, and draw us
to unity of heart, mind, and soul in Christ, our Lord; through Your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C: Amen

BLESSING

P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God. Psalm 103:1
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

C: Amen. Numbers 6:24-26

Closing Hymn: “O God, My Faithful God” LSB, hymn #696

O God, my faithful God,      True fountain ever flowing,
Without whom nothing is,      All perfect gifts bestowing:

Give me a healthy frame,      And may I have within
A conscience free from blame,      A soul unstained by sin.

Grant me the strength to do      With ready heart and willing
Whatever You command,      My calling here fulfilling;
That I do what I should      While trusting You to bless

The outcome for my good,      For You must give success.

Keep me from saying words      That later need recalling;
Guard me lest idle speech      May from my lips be falling;
But when within my place      I must and ought to speak,
Then to my words give grace      Lest I offend the weak.
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Lord, let me win my foes      With kindly words and actions,
And let me find good friends      For counsel and correction.

Help me, as You have taught,      To love both great and small
And by Your Spirit’s might      To live in peace with all.

Let me depart this life      Confiding in my Savior;
By grace receive my soul      That it may live forever;

And let my body have      A quiet resting place
Within a Christian grave;      And let it sleep in peace.

And on that final day      When all the dead are waking,
Stretch out Your mighty hand,      My deathly slumber breaking.

Then let me hear Your voice,      Redeem this earthly frame,
And bid me to rejoice      With those who love Your name.

See You In Worship Next Week!

After worship prayer

God of love, through Your Son You have commanded us to love one another. By
the guidance of Your Word and Spirit, deliver us from impenitence and teach us the
truth that we might confess our sins, receive Your forgiveness, and be reconciled
to one another; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN.

There will be Prayer Ministry Member(s) in each service that will be wearing a
prayer ministry tag around their neck. Please look for them if you are wanting prayer
for yourself, someone else or prayer for a concern or situation you may have. 

Please join us for coffee and donut holes in the cafeteria after Sunday services.

Altar Flowers Altar flowers this weekend are given with praise to God and
thankfulness for all His blessings in our 65 years of marriage, by Freeman and
Nancy Mietzner; also in loving memory of my mother, Gurnie Cushman, and
brother, Don Cushman, on their September birthdays in heaven, by Nancy Rabe.
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