
THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER - YOUTH SERVICE

April 27-28, 2024

"Changing Lives through Worship, Compassion, and Christian Education"

Music of Preparation,
Welcome, Announcements, Greeting
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Our Ministry: We are a people of God who are: “Changing Lives through
Worship, Compassion, and Christian Education.”

Welcome! Jesus said, “My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become
my disciples” (John 15:8, NRSV). Part of discipleship is worship, which strengthens us to
bear the fruit of love. Welcome.

Devotions & Publications Available are found in the main entryway. Please leave
donation envelopes in the offering plate.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . WORSHIP NOTES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Note About Attendance Cards...Remember that the only way we may know you are
worshiping with us is by seeing your name on an attendance card. These cards may be
completed as you enter for worship and will be collected after the offering. Use one card
for each family that is gathered. Please list the name of each person in worship.
(Parents, please take responsibility for signing in your children) There is a "Member" side
as well as a "Guest" side. Please fill out the appropriate side and pass them to the center
aisle during the gathering of the offerings. The cards are gathered after the offering has
been collected. 

To Our Visitors...Our school has a few nooks and crannies, so don’t be afraid to ask an
usher where things are. Our pastor and any member here today would also be glad to meet
and assist you. A guest information packet is available near the guest register in the main
(west) entryway.

For All Who Worship...If you are arriving after the service has started, please allow our
ushers to assist you with seating. We ask that you avoid entering during the confession,
prayers, or Bible readings as these are quiet and meditative moments.

For Parents with Small Children...We love and want children in our services as a part
of God’s family, to spend time with Jesus, and to learn how to worship. We also know that
kids can be kids. If you need assistance, we have a nursery for children up to age 4
manned with people who love to share the love of Christ with little kids in the lower grade
wing. The nursery is staffed during Sunday School and the 11:05 worship service. We want
you and your children to experience our Lord’s love and to have a great opportunity to
worship the Lord along with all who are gathered here to praise our Savior’s name.
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DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING ONE
(The music for the liturgy may be found on page 151 in the Hymnal)

Notes for Worship: As you prepare for worship this day, we invite you to turn to the prayer section

of the Hymnal (page 305). In addition to prayers for before and after worship, there are prayers for

all aspects of the Christian Life (some of the prayers are also located on the inside front cover of the

hymnal). May these prayers be useful in your worship.

 

Before worship prayer - Almighty God, grant that we, who have been redeemed
from the old life of sin by our baptism into the death and resurrection of Your Son
Jesus Christ, may be renewed by Your Holy Spirit to live in righteousness and true
holiness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN. 

We’re So Glad God Brought You Here Today!

Opening Hymn: “Lift High the Cross” LSB, hymn #837

Refrain
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim

Till all the world adore His sacred name.

Come, Christians, follow where our Captain trod,
Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain

Led on their way by this triumphant sign,
The hosts of God in conqu’ring ranks combine. Refrain

All newborn soldiers of the Crucified
Bear on their brows the seal of Him who died. Refrain

O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
As Thou hast promised, draw us all to Thee. Refrain

Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell
Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain

So shall our song of triumph ever be:
Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain
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INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON

P: In the name of the Father and of the ^ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. Matthew 28:19b
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8-9
P: Dear Friends in Christ, let us humble our hearts before our Holy God and

silently reflect upon our sins.

(Moment of silent reflection)

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office,
as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto
all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ^ Son and of the
Holy Spirit. John 20:19-23

C: Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE
Gloria in Excelsis ~Glory to God in the Highest Luke 2:14, John 1:29

P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
C: (Sung) Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: We worship

you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ,
only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: You take away the sin of
the world; have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand of the
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Father; receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are
the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen

P: The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
C: (Sung) And also with you.
P: Let us pray . . . .Risen and ascended Lord, You are the vine and we are the

branches. Apart from You there is no life. By Baptism You have grafted us into
Your gracious life. Cause Your Word to abide in us and make us fruitful to the
glory of Your Father, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C: Amen

(Please be Seated)

Hymn of Response: “In Christ Alone” One and All Hymnal, hymn #241

1) In Christ alone, my hope is found He is my light, my strength, my song
This Cornerstone, this solid ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love, what depths of peace
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease
My Comforter, my All in All Here in the love of Christ I stand

2) In Christ alone, who took on flesh Fullness of God in helpless babe
This gift of Love and Righteousness   
Scorned by the ones He came to save
Till on that cross as Jesus died
The wrath of God was satisfied
For every sin on Him was laid Here in the death of Christ I live

3) There in the ground, His body lay Light of the world, by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious day   
Up from the grave He rose again
And as He stands in victory
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me
For I am His and He is mine Bought with the precious blood of Christ
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4) No guilt in life, no fear in death
This is the pow’r of Christ in me
From life’s first cry to final breath   
Jesus commands my destiny
No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand
Til He returns or calls me home
Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand!

Responsive Reading - Psalm 150

L: Praise the Lord! Praise God in his sanctuary;
C: praise him in his mighty heavens!
L: Praise him for his mighty deeds;
C: praise him according to his excellent greatness!
L: Praise him with trumpet sound;
C: praise him with lute and harp!
L: Praise him with tambourine and dance;
C: praise him with strings and pipe!
L: Praise him with sounding cymbals;
C: praise him with loud clashing cymbals!
L: Let everything that has breath praise the Lord!
C: Praise the Lord!

Special Music: “Father, I Adore You” Youth Choir

THE READING OF THE WORD

First Lesson: Acts 8:26-40 (Philip Witnesses About Jesus)

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. And he rose and went.
And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the
Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to
worship and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet
Isaiah. And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” So Philip ran to
him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what
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you are reading?” And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he
invited Philip to come up and sit with him. Now the passage of the Scripture that he
was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb
before its shearer is silent, so he opens not his mouth. In his humiliation justice was
denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the
earth.” And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say
this, about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip opened his mouth, and
beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. And as they
were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See,
here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” And he commanded the
chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and
he baptized him. And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord
carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way
rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached
the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

Epistle Lesson: 1 John 4:1-11 (Live As God’s Children!)

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from
God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the
Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is
from God, and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the
spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already.
Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is
greater than he who is in the world. They are from the world; therefore they speak
from the world, and the world listens to them. We are from God. Whoever knows
God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know
the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. Beloved, let us love one another, for love is
from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. Anyone who
does not love does not know God, because God is love. In this the love of God was
made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we
might live through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved
us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us,
we also ought to love one another.

Stand
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Alleluia and Verse - Common John 6:68

C: (Sung) Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of
eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter.
C: (Sung) Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel Lesson: John 15:1-8 (I Am The Vine!)

[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch of
mine that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit
he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean because of the word
that I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit
by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am
the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that
bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide
in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered,
thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that
you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: (Sung) Praise to You, O Christ.

(Please be Seated)

Children’s Message Youth Group

Sermon Hymn: “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” LSB, hymn #770

What a friend we have in Jesus,    All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry    Ev’rything to God in prayer!

Oh, what peace we often forfeit;    Oh, what needless pain we bear—
All because we do not carry     Ev’rything to God in prayer!

Have we trials and temptations?    Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged -   Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful    Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness -   Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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Are we weak and heavy laden,     Cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge -    Take it to the Lord in prayer.

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?    Take it to the Lord in prayer.
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee;     Thou wilt find a solace there.

Sermon: “Test the Spirits” 1 John 4:1-11

Stand

P: Let us confess our faith, using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day
he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen

(Please be Seated)

Tithes and Offerings/Attendance Cards

OFFERTORY - Create In Me LSB, Divine Service 3, pg 192-193

C: (Sung) Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within
me. Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit
from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and uphold me with
Thy free spirit.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 1 Timothy 2:1-4
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people

according to their needs. . . . O God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on
us, Your needy children on earth, and grant us grace that Your holy name be
hallowed by us and all the world through the pure and true teaching of Your
Word and the fervent love shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us all
false doctrine and evil living whereby Your precious name is blasphemed and
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profaned. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and those

who are blinded and bound in the devil’s kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your
Son, by faith that the number of Christians may be increased. Lord, in Your
mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death,

in the midst of both good and evil things, that our own wills may be crucified
daily and sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. O Lord, we pray that You
be with those hospitalized this past week (Especially, . . . ). Also be with those
who continue treatment and healing at home. We pray for them and all those
that we name in our hearts . . . (Silence). Into Your merciful hands we
commend these and all who are in need, praying for them at all times: Thy will
be done. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help

us trust in You to provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our

hearts may be at peace and may rejoice in a good conscience before You, and
that no sin may ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our

flesh, to turn from the world and its ways, and to overcome the devil with all his
wiles. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul,

now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

(Additional prayers of the congregation. Each petition concludes with. . . )
P: . . . Lord, In Your Mercy,
C: Hear Our Prayer.



11

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has taught us to pray:

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen

BENEDICTION

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ^ give you peace.

C: (Sung) Amen

Closing Hymn: “Almighty Father, Bless the Word” LSB, hymn #923

Almighty Father, bless the Word
Which through Your grace we now have heard.

Oh, may the precious seed take root,
Spring up, and bear abundant fruit!

We praise You for the means of grace
As homeward now our steps we trace.

Grant, Lord, that we who worshiped here
May all at last in heav’n appear.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

See You In Worship Next Week!
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After worship prayer

Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the
ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out
with good courage, not knowing where we go but only that Your hand is leading us
and Your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN. 

There is a Prayer Ministry Member(s) in each service that is wearing a prayer
ministry tag around their neck. Please look for them if you want a prayer for
someone else, a concern or situation you may have, or yourself.

Please join us for coffee and donut holes in the cafeteria after Sunday services.

Altar Flowers Altar flowers this weekend are given in loving memory of my mom,
Nancy May Smith, by Connie Blacklock; also in loving memory of Mr. & Mrs. Les
Jennings.

ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH

Rev. Karl J. Koeppen . . . . . . . . . . Senior Pastor
Rev. Roger A. Drinnon . . . . . . Associate Pastor
Mr. Richard Nordmeyer . . . . . . Interim Principal

Rev. David Baker . . . . . . Missionary to Mongolia
Church & School Office: . . . . . . . . . . 932-0312

Church Campus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 348 E. Merchant, Kankakee
School Campus and Church & School Office . . . . . . . . . . . . 1780 Career Center Road, Bourbonnais
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