
THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

September 16-17, 2023

"Changing Lives through Worship, Compassion, and Christian Education"

Music of Preparation
Welcome, Announcements, Greeting 2

Our Ministry:  We are a people of God who are: “Changing Lives through
Worship, Compassion, and Christian Education.”

Welcome! In the words of the Israelites: “The Lord is … the reason for [our] song,
because he has saved [us]” (Exodus 15:2, CEV). Welcome to worship!

Devotions & Publications are available in the Main Entryway. Please leave
donation envelopes in the offering plate.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . WORSHIP NOTES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

*Communion: The Lord’s Supper - A Reverent Sacrament

The Apostle Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 11:27,29, “Anyone who eats the bread or
drinks the Lord’s cup in an unworthy way is guilty of sinning against the Lord’s body and
blood. Anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the Lord’s body brings judgment
on himself as he eats and drinks.” In view of the serious nature of the Lord’s Supper,
Paul commands us to examine ourselves to see if we are partaking the supper for the
purposes for which Christ instituted with our hearts properly prepared. We heartily invite
Confirmed members of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod to receive of the Lord’s
Supper. Other guests, we ask you to see the pastor or lay minister first so that you may
receive the supper to your benefit rather than to your harm as the Apostle Paul warns.

NOTE: If you are allergic or cannot drink full strength wine, The two (2) cups in the
center of each tray have water with a drop or two of wine.

Note About Attendance Cards...Remember that the only way we may know you are
worshiping with us is by seeing your name on an attendance card. These cards may be
completed as you enter for worship and will be collected after the offering. Use one card
for each family that is gathered. Please list the name of each person in worship.
(Parents, please take responsibility for signing in your children) There is a "Member"
side as well as a "Guest" side. Please fill out the appropriate side and pass them to the
center aisle during the gathering of the offerings. The cards are gathered after the
offering has been collected. 

To Our Visitors...Please sign our guest book found in the main entryway. Our church
and school have a few nooks and crannies, so don’t be afraid to ask an usher where
things are. Our pastor and any member here today would also be glad to meet and
assist you. A guest information packet is available near the guest register in the main
(west) entryway.
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DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING FOUR
(The music for the liturgy may be found on page 203 in the Hymnal)

Notes for Worship: As you prepare to receive the Lord’s Supper this day, we invite
you to turn to the prayer section of the Hymnal (page 305). In addition to prayers for
before and after worship, there are prayers for use before and after receiving the
Lord’s Supper (page 308 as well as on the inside front cover of the hymnal). May
these prayers be useful in your worship.

Before worship prayer - Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place
where Your glory dwells. In the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart
that I may enter Your house to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus
Christ, my God and Lord. AMEN.

We’re So Glad God Brought You Here Today!

Opening Hymn: “Take My Life and Let It Be” LSB, hymn #783

Take my life and let it be   Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;
Take my moments and my days,   Let them flow in ceaseless praise.

Take my hands and let them move   At the impulse of Thy love;
Take my feet and let them be   Swift and beautiful for Thee.

Take my voice and let me sing   Always, only for my King;
Take my lips and let them be   Filled with messages from Thee.

Take my silver and my gold,   Not a mite would I withhold;
Take my intellect and use   Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose.

Take my will and make it Thine,   It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own,   It shall be Thy royal throne.

Take my love, my Lord, I pour   At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and I will be   Ever, only, all for Thee.
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INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON

P: In the name of the Father and of the ^ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. Matthew 28:19b
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C: who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8
P: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed,
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
Let us humble ourselves before our Good and gracious God.
(Moment of silent reflection)

P: Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner. Luke 18:13

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

P: Let us pray . . . Almighty God, 
C: merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and

gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly
forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen. John 20:19-23

KYRIE ~ Lord Have Mercy (Sung) Mark 10:47

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
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Gloria in Excelsis ~ Glory To God In The Highest (Sung)Luke 2:14; John 1:29

To God on high be glory     And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven     Proclaimed at Jesus' birth!

We praise and bless You, Father;     Your holy name we sing
Our thanks for Your great glory,     Lord God, our heav'nly King.

To You, O sole-begotten,     The Father's Son, we pray;
O Lamb of God, our Savior,     You take our sins away.
Have mercy on us, Jesus;     Receive our heartfelt cry,

Where You in pow'r are seated     At God's right hand on high

For You alone are holy,     You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever,     Be worshiped and adored;

You with the Holy Spirit     Alone are Lord Most High,
In God the Father's glory.     "Amen!" our glad reply.

P: The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray . . . . Lord Jesus Christ, our strength and support in all situations,

grant us the power and presence of Your Holy Spirit that we may be strong
and steadfast in all situations, joyfully witnessing to the power of Your love and
continually learning of You in every season; through the same Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and rules with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C: Amen

(Please be Seated)

THE READING OF THE WORD

Epistle Lesson: Acts 1:6-11 (You Will Be My Witnesses)

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore
the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons
that the Father has fixed by his own authority. But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in
all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” And when he had said these
things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their
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sight. And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood
by them in white robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into
heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same
way as you saw him go into heaven.”

Stand (as you are able)

Alleluia and Verse John 20:31
C: (Sung) Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  These things are written that you may

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the tenth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Lesson: Luke 10:1-18 (Disciples Sent Out)

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on ahead of him,
two by two, into every town and place where he himself was about to go. And he
said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray
earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. Go your
way; behold, I am sending you out as lambs in the midst of wolves. Carry no
moneybag, no knapsack, no sandals, and greet no one on the road. Whatever
house you enter, first say, ‘Peace be to this house!’ And if a son of peace is there,
your peace will rest upon him. But if not, it will return to you. And remain in the same
house, eating and drinking what they provide, for the laborer deserves his wages.
Do not go from house to house. Whenever you enter a town and they receive you,
eat what is set before you. Heal the sick in it and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God
has come near to you.’ But whenever you enter a town and they do not receive you,
go into its streets and say, ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet we
wipe off against you. Nevertheless know this, that the kingdom of God has come
near.’ I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town.
Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in you
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in
sackcloth and ashes. But it will be more bearable in the judgment for Tyre and
Sidon than for you. And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You shall
be brought down to Hades. The one who hears you hears me, and the one who
rejects you rejects me, and the one who rejects me rejects him who sent me.” The
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seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in
your name!” And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be Seated)

Sermon Hymn: “Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying” LSB, hymn #826

Hark, the voice of Jesus crying,      “Who will go and work today?
Fields are white and harvests waiting—      Who will bear the sheaves away?”

Loud and long the Master calleth;      Rich reward He offers thee.
Who will answer, gladly saying,      “Here am I, send me, send me”?

If you cannot speak like angels,      If you cannot preach like Paul,
You can tell the love of Jesus,      You can say He died for all.

If you cannot rouse the wicked      With the judgment’s dread alarms,
You can lead the little children      To the Savior’s waiting arms.

If you cannot be a watchman,      Standing high on Zion’s wall,
Pointing out the path to heaven,      Off’ring life and peace to all,

With your prayers and with your bounties      You can do what God commands;
You can be like faithful Aaron,      Holding up the prophet’s hands.

Let none hear you idly saying,      “There is nothing I can do,”
While the multitudes are dying      And the Master calls for you.

Take the task He gives you gladly,      Let His work your pleasure be;
Answer quickly when He calleth,      “Here am I, send me, send me!

Sermon: “Be My Witnesses” Acts 1:8

Stand (as you are able)

P: Let us confess our faith, using the words of the Nicene Creed.
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth

and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
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of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of the Father. And he will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 1 Timothy 2:1-4

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.
Gracious God, You call us to follow You. When Peter and Andrew heard
Jesus' words “Come follow Me,” they dropped everything and followed.

C: Lord, grant us that same courage and trust shown by Your disciples.
P: Gracious God, You call us to be Your witnesses. With all the authority in

heaven, Jesus said, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

C: Lord, grant us the passion to tell others about Your love, mercy, and
forgiveness.

P: Gracious God, You call us to be Your servants.
C: Lord, just as You came not to be served but to serve, help us to serve.
P: Gracious God, You call us to lose this life so that we can have eternal life with

You.
C: Lord, help us to deny ourselves, take up our crosses, and follow You.
P: Gracious God, You call us to be Your stewards.
C: Lord, help us to live as Your faithful stewards who acknowledge that You

created all things and own all things.  Empower us to use our time,
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talents, and money to advance Your kingdom as we share the gospel
with all people.

P: Fill us with compassion for all people who do not know You as their Lord and
Savior.

C: Place in us a desire to share the Gospel to those Who do not know You.
P: For all who ail in heart, mind, and body, that they be touched by the healing

hand of our Savior and filled with the presence of His comforting Spirit. O Lord,
we pray that You be with those hospitalized this past week (Especially, . . . ).
Also be with those who continue treatment and healing at home. We pray for
them and all those that we name in our hearts . . . (Silence). Help these and
all others whom we name in our hearts to know the love You have for all
peoples.  Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

(Additional prayers of the congregation. Each petition concludes with. . . )
P: . . . Lord, In Your Mercy,
C: Hear Our Prayer.

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen

(Please be Seated)

Tithes and Offerings/Attendance Cards

OFFERTORY - Let The Vineyards LSB, Hymn # 955
C: (Sung) Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of

blessing. Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may
be fed with the bread of life. Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;
unite them with the prayers we offer now. Grace our table with your
presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

HOLY COMMUNION
(In preparation to receive the Sacrament, please read the Communion notes on page 2)

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
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P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord. Colossians 3:1
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. Psalm 136
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, for the
rescuing work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who overcame evil by the goodness
of His death and resurrection. Abiding in His goodness and love, we take up
our cross and follow our Savior, receiving from Him the blessing of
forgiveness. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and singing:

SANCTUS ~ Holy, Holy, Holy (Sung) Isaiah 6:3, Matthew 21:9
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;

Heav'n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;

Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

P: Let us pray . . . . Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, for you have had
mercy on us, Your children, and given your only-begotten Son that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for
the redemption you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send your Holy
Spirit into our hearts that he may establish in us a living faith and prepare us
joyfully to remember our Redeemer and receive him who comes to us in his
body and blood. Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen. Matthew 6:9-13

WORDS OF INSTITUTION:
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread, and

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
Take, eat; this is my + body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
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of me. In the same way also he took the cup after supper, and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my +
blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

Mt 26:26-28, Mk 14:22-24, Lk 22:19-20, 1 Cor. 11:23-25
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Agnus Dei LSB pg210

(Please be Seated)
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

LSB832 - Jesus Shall Reign

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun
Does its successive journeys run;

His kingdom stretch from shore to shore
Till moons shall wax and wane no more.

To Him shall endless prayer be made,
And endless praises crown His head;

His name like sweet perfume shall rise
With ev’ry morning sacrifice.

People and realms of ev’ry tongue
Dwell on His love with sweetest song;

And infant voices shall proclaim
Their early blessings on His name.

Blessings abound where’er He reigns:
The pris’ners leap, unloose their chains,

The weary find eternal rest,
And all who suffer want are blest.

Let ev’ry creature rise and bring
Honors peculiar to our King;

Angels descend with songs again,
And earth repeat the loud amen.

LSB839 - O Christ, Our True and Only Light

O Christ, our true and only light,
Enlighten those who sit in night;

Let those afar now hear Your voice
And in Your fold with us rejoice.
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Fill with the radiance of Your grace
The souls now lost in error’s maze;

Enlighten those whose inmost minds
Some dark delusion haunts and blinds.

O gently call those gone astray
That they may find the saving way!

Let ev’ry conscience sore oppressed
In You find peace and heav’nly rest.

Shine on the darkened and the cold;
Recall the wand’rers to Your fold.

Unite all those who walk apart;
Confirm the weak and doubting heart,

That they with us may evermore
Such grace with wond’ring thanks adore

And endless praise to You be giv’n
By all Your Church in earth and heav’n.

LSB388 - Go Tell It on the Mountain

Refrain
Go tell it on the mountain,     Over the hills and ev’rywhere;

Go tell it on the mountain     That Jesus Christ is born!

While shepherds kept their watching     O’er silent flocks by night,
Behold, throughout the heavens     There shone a holy light. Refrain.

The shepherds feared and trembled     When lo, above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus     That hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain.

Down in a lonely manger     The humble Christ was born;
And God sent us salvation     That blessed Christmas morn. Refrain.
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

P: Let us pray. . . . Grant, O Lord, that this Sacrament that we have now received
strengthen us in faith, faith demonstrated in loving service to one another and
marked by forgiveness and care. As we have shared in the hospitality of Your
Table, enable us to live each day as Your people who are given to hospitality,
charity, and service in the name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.

C: Amen

BLESSING

P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God. Psalm 103:1
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

C: Amen. Numbers 6:24-26

Closing Hymn: “Lift High the Cross” LSB, hymn #837

Refrain
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim

Till all the world adore His sacred name.

Come, Christians, follow where our Captain trod,
Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain

Led on their way by this triumphant sign,
The hosts of God in conqu’ring ranks combine. Refrain

All newborn soldiers of the Crucified
Bear on their brows the seal of Him who died. Refrain

O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
As Thou hast promised, draw us all to Thee. Refrain
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Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell
Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain

So shall our song of triumph ever be:
Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain

See You In Worship Next Week!

After worship prayer

Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and
received both forgiveness for our many sins and the assurance of Your love in
Jesus Christ. We thank You for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in
faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN.

There will be Prayer Ministry Member(s) in each service that will be wearing a
prayer ministry tag around their neck. Please look for them if you are wanting prayer
for yourself, someone else or prayer for a concern or situation you may have. 

Please join us for coffee and donut holes in the cafeteria after Sunday services.

Altar Flowers Altar flowers this weekend are given in honor of our 15  wedding th

anniversary, by Scott & Elise Styck; also in loving memory of Mike’s mother, Beulah
Morris, and his grandparents, Mr. & Mrs. Fred Simmons, by Mike & Kay Clendenin.
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