
THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

September 9-10, 2023

"Changing Lives through Worship, Compassion, and Christian Education."

Music of Preparation,
Welcome, Announcements, Greeting
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Our Ministry:  We are a people of God who are: “Changing Lives through
Worship, Compassion, and Christian Education.”

Welcome! Welcome to worship, Christian education and fellowship — a chance to
be fed and nourished by God’s Word before being sent again to serve the world in
the week ahead.

Devotions & Publications Available are found in the main entryway.  Please leave
donation envelopes in the offering plate.
 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . WORSHIP NOTES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Note About Attendance Cards...Remember that the only way we may know you
are worshiping with us is by seeing your name on an attendance card. These cards
may be completed as you enter for worship and will be collected after the offering.
Use one card for each family that is gathered. Please list the name of each
person in worship. (Parents, please take responsibility for signing in your children)
There is a "Member" side as well as a "Guest" side. Please fill out the appropriate
side and pass them to the center aisle during the gathering of the offerings. The
cards are gathered after the offering has been collected. 

To Our Visitors...Our church and school have a few nooks and crannies, so don’t
be afraid to ask an usher where things are. Our pastor and any member here today
would also be glad to meet and assist you. A guest information packet is available
near the guest register in the main (west) entryway.

For All Who Worship...If you are arriving after the service has started, please allow
our ushers to assist you with seating. We ask that you avoid entering during the
confession, prayers, or Bible readings as these are quiet and meditative moments.

For Parents with Small Children...We love and want children in our services as
a part of God’s family, to spend time with Jesus, and to learn how to worship. We
also know that kids can be kids. We want you and your children to experience our
Lord’s love and to have a great opportunity to worship the Lord along with all who
are gathered here to praise our Savior’s name.
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DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING FOUR
(The music for the liturgy may be found on page 203 in the Hymnal)

Notes for Worship: As you prepare for worship this day, we invite you to turn to the prayer section

of the Hymnal (page 305). In addition to prayers for before and after worship, there are prayers for

all aspects of the Christian Life (some of the prayers are also located on the inside front cover of the

hymnal). May these prayers be useful in your worship.

 

Before worship prayer

O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You
in spirit and in truth, we humbly pray that You may open our hearts to the preaching
of Your Word that we may repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only
Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear us for His sake. AMEN.

We’re So Glad God Brought You Here Today!

Opening Hymn: “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing” LSB, hymn #493

A hymn of glory let us sing!
New hymns throughout the world shall ring:

Alleluia, alleluia!
Christ, by a road before untrod,

Ascends unto the throne of God.
Alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

The holy apostolic band
Upon the Mount of Olives stand.

Alleluia, alleluia!
And with His faithful foll’wers see

Their Lord ascend in majesty.
Alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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To them the shining angels cry,
“Why stand and gaze upon the sky?”

Alleluia, alleluia!
“This is the Savior,” thus they say;
“This is His glorious triumph day!”

Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

“You see Him now, ascending high
Up to the portals of the sky.”

Alleluia, alleluia!
“Hereafter Jesus you shall see

Returning in great majesty.”
Alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Be now our joy on earth, O Lord,
And be our future great reward.

Alleluia, alleluia!
Then, throned with You forever, we
Shall praise Your name eternally.

Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

O risen Christ, ascended Lord,
All praise to You let earth accord:

Alleluia, alleluia!
You are, while endless ages run,
With Father and with Spirit one.

Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON

P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. Matthew 28:19b
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P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C: who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8
P: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in prayer and

praise in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word,
and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
Let us humble ourselves before our Good and gracious God.
(Moment of silent reflection)

P: Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner. Luke 18:13

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

P: Let us pray . . . Almighty God, 
C: merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and

gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly
forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen. John 20:19-23

KYRIE ~ Lord Have Mercy (Sung) Mark 10:47

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.

Gloria in Excelsis ~ Glory To God In The Highest (Sung) Luke 2:14; John 1:29

To God on high be glory     And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven     Proclaimed at Jesus' birth!

We praise and bless You, Father;     Your holy name we sing
Our thanks for Your great glory,     Lord God, our heav'nly King.
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To You, O sole-begotten,     The Father's Son, we pray;
O Lamb of God, our Savior,     You take our sins away.
Have mercy on us, Jesus;     Receive our heartfelt cry,

Where You in pow'r are seated     At God's right hand on high

For You alone are holy,     You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever,     Be worshiped and adored;

You with the Holy Spirit     Alone are Lord Most High,
In God the Father's glory.     "Amen!" our glad reply.

P: The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray . . . . Lord God Almighty, even as You bless Your servants with

various and unique gifts of the Holy Spirit, continue to grant us the grace to
use them always to Your honor and glory; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: Amen

(Please be Seated)
THE READING OF THE WORD

Epistle Lesson: 1 Corinthians 10:23-33 (Do Everything to God’s Glory!)

“All things are lawful,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful,” but not all
things build up. Let no one seek his own good, but the good of his neighbor. Eat
whatever is sold in the meat market without raising any question on the ground of
conscience. For “the earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof.” If one of the
unbelievers invites you to dinner and you are disposed to go, eat whatever is set
before you without raising any question on the ground of conscience. But if
someone says to you, “This has been offered in sacrifice,” then do not eat it, for the
sake of the one who informed you, and for the sake of conscience— I do not mean
your conscience, but his. For why should my liberty be determined by someone
else’s conscience? If I partake with thankfulness, why am I denounced because of
that for which I give thanks? So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do
all to the glory of God. Give no offense to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of
God, just as I try to please everyone in everything I do, not seeking my own
advantage, but that of many, that they may be saved.
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Stand (as you are able)

Alleluia and Verse John 20:31

C: (Sung) Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  These things are written that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 18:1-20 (Where Two Or Three Are Gathered!)

At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven?” And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them and
said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never
enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest
in the kingdom of heaven. Whoever receives one such child in my name receives
me, but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would
be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be
drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is
necessary that temptations come, but woe to the one by whom the temptation
comes! And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away.
It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to be
thrown into the eternal fire. And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw
it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown
into the hell of fire. See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you
that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. For
the Son of Man came to save the lost. What do you think? If a man has a hundred
sheep and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the
mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? And if he finds it, truly, I
say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray.
So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should
perish. If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and
him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. But if he does not
listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established
by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the
church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile
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and a tax collector. Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again I say
to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them
by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am
I among them.”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
(Please be Seated)

Sermon Hymn: “God of Grace and God of Glory” LSB, hymn #850

God of grace and God of glory,   On Your people pour Your pow’r;
Crown Your ancient Church’s story;   Bring its bud to glorious flow’r.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage   For the facing of this hour,
For the facing of this hour.

Lo, the hosts of evil round us   Scorn the Christ, assail His ways!
From the fears that long have bound us   Free our hearts to faith and praise.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage   For the living of these days,
For the living of these days.

Cure Your children’s warring madness;   Bend our pride to Your control;
Shame our wanton, selfish gladness,   Rich in things and poor in soul.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage   Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal,
Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal.

Save us from weak resignation   To the evils we deplore;
Let the gift of Your salvation   Be our glory evermore.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,   Serving You whom we adore,
Serving You whom we adore.

Sermon: “Do All to the Glory of God” 1 Corinthians 10:31

Stand (as you are able)

P: Let us confess our faith, using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
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the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day
he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen

(Please be Seated)

Tithes and Offerings/Attendance Cards

8:30am - Dedication of Faculty and Staff of St. Paul’s

OFFERTORY - Create In Me LSB, Divine Service 3, pg 192-193
C: (Sung) Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within

me. Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit
from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and uphold me with
Thy free spirit.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 1 Timothy 2:1-4

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs. . . . O God, give us gratitude to know that every gift
from our hand was placed there, first, by Yours.

C: God, open our eyes to the many gifts you lay before us.
P: Accept, O Lord, the tithes, and offerings we bring before You. Give us the

means and the mind to joyfully and generously give them. Remind us that
these offerings of money represent also the time and abilities that we bring to
Your kingdom. Bless them to Your glory and to the work of this parish and
beyond. Lord, in Your mercy.

C: Hear our prayer.
P: O Savior, let our church and its members be effective in mission to a lost and

dying world. Bless those portions of our offerings that support mission work
here in Kankakee, Bradley, and Bourbonnais and throughout the world. Lord,
in Your mercy.

C: Hear our prayer.

10

P: Bless the educational ministries of our church. Give us enthusiasm for this
work and generous hearts for their support.  Lord, in Your mercy.

C: Hear our prayer.
P: Bless the church staff and facilities that are supported by our offerings, that

they may have great effect in the lives of our people. Lord, in Your mercy.
C: Hear our prayer.
P: O Lord, we seek Your grace and mercy for those who are ill or injured. We

pray that you be with those hospitalized this past week (Especially, . . . ). Also
be with those who continue treatment and healing at home. We pray for them
and all those that we name in our hearts . . . (Silence). O Lord, assure them
of Your constant presence through physicians, nurses, pastors, and caretakers
who seek to provide wise counsel, aid, and comfort. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

(Additional prayers of the congregation. Each petition concludes with. . . )
P: . . . Lord, In Your Mercy,
C: Hear Our Prayer.

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has taught us to pray:

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen. Matthew 6:9-13

BLESSING

P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God. Psalm 103:1
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

C: Amen. Numbers 6:24-26
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Closing Hymn: “Glory Be to God the Father” LSB, hymn #506

Glory be to God the Father,     Glory be to God the Son,
Glory be to God the Spirit:     Great Jehovah, Three in One!

Glory, glory          While eternal ages run!

Glory be to Him who loved us,     Washed us from each spot and stain;
Glory be to Him who bought us,     Made us kings with Him to reign!

Glory, glory          To the Lamb that once was slain!

Glory to the King of angels,     Glory to the Church’s King,
Glory to the King of nations;     Heav’n and earth, your praises bring!

Glory, glory          To the King of glory sing!

Glory, blessing, praise eternal!     Thus the choir of angels sings;
Honor, riches, pow’r, dominion!     Thus its praise creation brings.

Glory, glory,          Glory to the King of kings!

See You In Worship Next Week!

After worship prayer

Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of power and
peace to convert those not yet Your own and to confirm those who have come to
saving faith. May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to the lip,
and from the lip to the life that, as You have promised, Your Word may achieve the
purpose for which You send it; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN.

There will be Prayer Ministry Member(s) in each service that will be wearing a prayer
ministry tag around their neck. Please look for them if you are wanting prayer for yourself,
someone else or prayer for a concern or situation you may have. 

Please join us for coffee and donut holes in the cafeteria after Sunday services.

Altar Flowers Altar flowers this weekend are given in loving memory of our mom and
Ahma, Sue Milton, by the Milton families.
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