
THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

September 2-3, 2023

"Changing Lives through Worship, Compassion, and Christian Education"

Music of Preparation
Welcome, Announcements, Greeting 2

Our Ministry:  We are a people of God who are: “Changing Lives through
Worship, Compassion, and Christian Education.”

Welcome! Welcome. As we transition from summer to fall, God leads us, steady in
love and care, even as our seasons change. Let us worship.

Devotions & Publications are available in the Main Entryway. Please leave
donation envelopes in the offering plate. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . WORSHIP NOTES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

*Communion: The Lord’s Supper - A Reverent Sacrament

The Apostle Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 11:27,29, “Anyone who eats the bread or
drinks the Lord’s cup in an unworthy way is guilty of sinning against the Lord’s body and
blood. Anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the Lord’s body brings judgment
on himself as he eats and drinks.” In view of the serious nature of the Lord’s Supper,
Paul commands us to examine ourselves to see if we are partaking the supper for the
purposes for which Christ instituted with our hearts properly prepared. We heartily invite
Confirmed members of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod to receive of the Lord’s
Supper. Other guests, we ask you to see the pastor or lay minister first so that you may
receive the supper to your benefit rather than to your harm as the Apostle Paul warns.

NOTE: If you are allergic or cannot drink full strength wine, The two (2) cups in the
center of each tray have water with a drop or two of wine.

Note About Attendance Cards...Remember that the only way we may know you are
worshiping with us is by seeing your name on an attendance card. These cards may be
completed as you enter for worship and will be collected after the offering. Use one card
for each family that is gathered. Please list the name of each person in worship.
(Parents, please take responsibility for signing in your children) There is a "Member"
side as well as a "Guest" side. Please fill out the appropriate side and pass them to the
center aisle during the gathering of the offerings. The cards are gathered after the
offering has been collected. 

To Our Visitors...Please sign our guest book found in the main entryway. Our church
and school have a few nooks and crannies, so don’t be afraid to ask an usher where
things are. Our pastor and any member here today would also be glad to meet and
assist you. A guest information packet is available near the guest register in the main
(west) entryway.
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DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING FOUR
(The music for the liturgy may be found on page 203 in the Hymnal)

Notes for Worship: As you prepare to receive the Lord’s Supper this day, we invite
you to turn to the prayer section of the Hymnal (page 305). In addition to prayers for
before and after worship, there are prayers for use before and after receiving the
Lord’s Supper (page 308 as well as on the inside front cover of the hymnal). May
these prayers be useful in your worship.

Before worship prayer - Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place
where Your glory dwells. In the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart
that I may enter Your house to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus
Christ, my God and Lord. AMEN.

We’re So Glad God Brought You Here Today!

Opening Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation” LSB, hymn #728

How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!

What more can He say than to you He has said
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?

“Fear not! I am with you, O be not dismayed,
For I am your God and will still give you aid;

I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.

“The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose
I will not, I will not, desert to his foes;

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no never, no never, forsake!

“When through fiery trials your pathway will lie,
My grace, all-sufficient, will be your supply.
The flames will not hurt you; I only design

Your dross to consume and your gold to refine.
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“Throughout all their lifetime My people will prove
My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love;

And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn,
Like lambs they will still in My bosom be borne.”

INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON

P: In the name of the Father and of the ^ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. Matthew 28:19b
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C: who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8
P: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed,
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
Let us humble ourselves before our Good and gracious God.
(Moment of silent reflection)

P: Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner. Luke 18:13

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

P: Let us pray . . . Almighty God, 
C: merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and

gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly
forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen. John 20:19-23
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KYRIE ~ Lord Have Mercy (Sung) Mark 10:47
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.

Gloria in Excelsis ~ Glory To God In The Highest (Sung)Luke 2:14; John 1:29

To God on high be glory     And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven     Proclaimed at Jesus' birth!

We praise and bless You, Father;     Your holy name we sing
Our thanks for Your great glory,     Lord God, our heav'nly King.

To You, O sole-begotten,     The Father's Son, we pray;
O Lamb of God, our Savior,     You take our sins away.
Have mercy on us, Jesus;     Receive our heartfelt cry,

Where You in pow'r are seated     At God's right hand on high

For You alone are holy,     You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever,     Be worshiped and adored;

You with the Holy Spirit     Alone are Lord Most High,
In God the Father's glory.     "Amen!" our glad reply.

P: The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray . . . . Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and

shame of the cross for our redemption. Grant us courage to take up our cross
daily and follow Him wherever He leads. Delighting in Your goodness to us, we
ask for this in the name of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen
(Please be Seated)

THE READING OF THE WORD

Epistle Lesson: Romans 12:9-21 (Overcome Evil With Good)

Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another
with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in
zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation,
be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show
hospitality. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice
with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one
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another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be conceited.
Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of
all. If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never
avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is
mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed
him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap
burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good.

Stand (as you are able)

Alleluia and Verse John 20:31
C: (Sung) Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  These things are written that you may

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 16:21-28 (The Life Of The Disciple)

From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to
Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and
teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall
never happen to you!” Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You
are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the
things of men.” Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come after me,
he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever wants to
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. What good will
it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man
give in exchange for his soul? For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's
glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what he has
done. I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before
they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
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(Please be Seated)

Sermon Hymn: “Take My Life and Let It Be” LSB, hymn #783

Take my life and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;

Take my moments and my days,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.

Take my hands and let them move
At the impulse of Thy love;

Take my feet and let them be
Swift and beautiful for Thee.

Take my voice and let me sing
Always, only for my King;

Take my lips and let them be
Filled with messages from Thee.

Take my silver and my gold,
Not a mite would I withhold;
Take my intellect and use

Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose.

Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine;

Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne.

Take my love, my Lord, I pour
At Thy feet its treasure store;

Take myself, and I will be
Ever, only, all for Thee.

Sermon: “Who Are The True Winners?” Matthew 16:24-26
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Stand (as you are able)

P: Let us confess our faith, using the words of the Nicene Creed.
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth

and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten

of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of the Father. And he will come again with glory to judge
both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 1 Timothy 2:1-4

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.
For all disciples of Jesus Christ, both here and throughout the world, that we
not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: For the fulfillment of the Great Commission, that wherever the good news of

salvation in Christ is proclaimed, hearts turn to the Lord and live. Lord, in Your
mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: For all servant leaders in the church and in the world, that their work for our

blessing show forth the goodness of Christ to the world He died to save. Lord,
in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
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P: For the blessing of all who hunger and thirst, and for all who are weary and
heavy-laden, that they seek the restoration the Lord’s good hand provides.
Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: For all who willingly put themselves in the path of evil for the sake of other

people’s good, including military members, law enforcement officers, and
emergency workers, that they be protected by the Lord’s mighty hand. Lord,
in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: For all who ail in heart, mind, and body, that they be touched by the healing

hand of our Savior and filled with the presence of His comforting Spirit. O Lord,
we pray that You be with those hospitalized this past week (Especially, . . . ).
Also be with those who continue treatment and healing at home. We pray for
them and all those that we name in our hearts . . . (Silence). Help these and
all others whom we name in our hearts to know the love You have for all
peoples.  Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

(Additional prayers of the congregation. Each petition concludes with. . . )
P: . . . Lord, In Your Mercy,
C: Hear Our Prayer.

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen

(Please be Seated)

Tithes and Offerings/Attendance Cards

OFFERTORY - Let The Vineyards LSB, Hymn # 955
C: (Sung) Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of

blessing. Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may
be fed with the bread of life. Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;
unite them with the prayers we offer now. Grace our table with your
presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.
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HOLY COMMUNION
(In preparation to receive the Sacrament, please read the Communion notes on page 2)

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord. Colossians 3:1
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. Psalm 136
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, for the
rescuing work of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who overcame evil by the goodness
of His death and resurrection. Abiding in His goodness and love, we take up
our cross and follow our Savior, receiving from Him the blessing of
forgiveness. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and singing:

SANCTUS ~ Holy, Holy, Holy (Sung) Isaiah 6:3, Matthew 21:9
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;

Heav'n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;

Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

P: Let us pray . . . . Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, for you have had
mercy on us, Your children, and given your only-begotten Son that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for
the redemption you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send your Holy
Spirit into our hearts that he may establish in us a living faith and prepare us
joyfully to remember our Redeemer and receive him who comes to us in his
body and blood. Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen. Matthew 6:9-13
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION:
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread, and

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
Take, eat; this is my + body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of me. In the same way also he took the cup after supper, and when he had
given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my +
blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

Mt 26:26-28, Mk 14:22-24, Lk 22:19-20, 1 Cor. 11:23-25
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Agnus Dei LSB pg210

(Please be Seated)
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

LSB619 - Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior

Thy body, giv’n for me, O Savior,
Thy blood which Thou for me didst shed,
These are my life and strength forever,
By them my hungry soul is fed. Refrain

Refrain
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood
Be for my soul the highest good!

With Thee, Lord, I am now united;
I live in Thee and Thou in me.

No sorrow fills my soul, delighted
It finds its only joy in Thee. Refrain

Who can condemn me now? For surely
The Lord is nigh, who justifies.

No hell I fear, and thus securely
With Jesus I to heaven rise. Refrain

Though death may threaten with disaster,
It cannot rob me of my cheer;

For He who is of death the master
With aid and comfort e’er is near. Refrain

My heart has now become Thy dwelling,
O blessed, holy Trinity.

With angels I, Thy praises telling,
Shall live in joy eternally. Refrain
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LSB655 - Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word

Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word;
Curb those who by deceit or sword

Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son
And bring to naught all He has done.

Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known,
For You are Lord of lords alone;

Defend Your holy Church that we
May sing Your praise eternally.

O Comforter of priceless worth,
Send peace and unity on earth;

Support us in our final strife
And lead us out of death to life.

LSB685 - Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus

Let us ever walk with Jesus,      Follow His example pure,
Through a world that would deceive us      And to sin our spirits lure.
Onward in His footsteps treading,      Pilgrims here, our home above,

Full of faith and hope and love,      Let us do the Father’s bidding.
Faithful Lord, with me abide;      I shall follow where You guide.

Let us suffer here with Jesus      And with patience bear our cross.
Joy will follow all our sadness;      Where He is, there is no loss.

Though today we sow no laughter,      We shall reap celestial joy;
All discomforts that annoy      Shall give way to mirth hereafter.

Jesus, here I share Your woe;      Help me there Your joy to know.

Let us gladly die with Jesus.      Since by death He conquered death,
He will free us from destruction,      Give to us immortal breath.

Let us mortify all passion      That would lead us into sin;
And the grave that shuts us in      Shall but prove the gate to heaven.

Jesus, here with You I die,      There to live with You on high.
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Let us also live with Jesus.      He has risen from the dead
That to life we may awaken.      Jesus, You are now our head.

We are Your own living members;      Where You live, there we shall be
In Your presence constantly,      Living there with You forever.

Jesus, let me faithful be,      Life eternal grant to me.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

P: Let us pray. . . . We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You sent Your Son
make peace by the blood of His cross. As we have feasted upon His body and
blood for our forgiveness and peace, strengthen us to live lives of peace here
on earth; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen

BLESSING

P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God. Psalm 103:1
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

C: Amen. Numbers 6:24-26

Closing Hymn: “The Church's One Foundation” LSB, hymn #644

The Church’s one foundation   Is Jesus Christ, her Lord;
She is His new creation   By water and the Word.

From heav’n He came and sought her   To be His holy bride;
With His own blood He bought her,   And for her life He died.

Elect from ev’ry nation,   Yet one o’er all the earth;
Her charter of salvation:   One Lord, one faith, one birth.
One holy name she blesses,   Partakes one holy food,

And to one hope she presses   With ev’ry grace endued.
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Though with a scornful wonder   The world sees her oppressed,
By schisms rent asunder,   By heresies distressed,

Yet saints their watch are keeping;   Their cry goes up, “How long?”
And soon the night of weeping   Shall be the morn of song.

Through toil and tribulation   And tumult of her war
She waits the consummation   Of peace forevermore

Till with the vision glorious   Her longing eyes are blest,
And the great Church victorious   Shall be the Church at rest.

Yet she on earth has union   With God, the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion   With those whose rest is won.

O blessed heav’nly chorus!   Lord, save us by Your grace
That we, like saints before us,   May see You face to face.

See You In Worship Next Week!

After worship prayer

Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and
received both forgiveness for our many sins and the assurance of Your love in
Jesus Christ. We thank You for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in
faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN.

There will be Prayer Ministry Member(s) in each service that will be wearing a
prayer ministry tag around their neck. Please look for them if you are wanting prayer
for yourself, someone else or prayer for a concern or situation you may have. 

Please join us for coffee and donut holes in the cafeteria after Sunday services.

Altar Flowers Altar flowers this weekend are given to the glory of God in loving
memory of our parents Ken and Wilma Hartke by Jan & Hal Bryant; also in loving
memory of my sister, Patricia Betourne, on her 78  birthday, August 31 , by Julieth st

Palmer and her nieces, nephews, great-nieces and great-nephews.
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