
THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD

January 7-8, 2023

"Changing Lives through Worship, Compassion, and Christian Education."

Music of Preparation,
Welcome, Announcements, Greeting
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Our Ministry:  We are a people of God who are: “Changing Lives through
Worship, Compassion, and Christian Education.”

Welcome! Welcome, beloved of God! As the Holy Spirit descended on Jesus at his
baptism, so does God’s Spirit rest on us as we gather today — and always.

Devotions & Publications Available are found in the main entryway.  Please leave
donation envelopes in the offering plate.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . WORSHIP NOTES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Note About Attendance Cards...Remember that the only way we may know you
are worshiping with us is by seeing your name on an attendance card. These cards
may be completed as you enter for worship and will be collected after the offering.
Use one card for each family that is gathered. Please list the name of each
person in worship. (Parents, please take responsibility for signing in your children)
There is a "Member" side as well as a "Guest" side. Please fill out the appropriate
side and pass them to the center aisle during the gathering of the offerings. The
cards are gathered after the offering has been collected. 

To Our Visitors...Our church and school have a few nooks and crannies, so don’t
be afraid to ask an usher where things are. Our pastor and any member here today
would also be glad to meet and assist you. A guest information packet is available
near the guest register in the main (west) entryway.

For All Who Worship...If you are arriving after the service has started, please allow
our ushers to assist you with seating. We ask that you avoid entering during the
confession, prayers, or Bible readings as these are quiet and meditative moments.

For Parents with Small Children...We love and want children in our services as
a part of God’s family, to spend time with Jesus, and to learn how to worship. We
also know that kids can be kids. We want you and your children to experience our
Lord’s love and to have a great opportunity to worship the Lord along with all who
are gathered here to praise our Savior’s name.
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DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING FOUR
(The music for the liturgy may be found on page 203 in the Hymnal)

Notes for Worship: As you prepare for worship this day, we invite you to turn to the
prayer section of the Hymnal (page 305). In addition to prayers for before and after
worship, there are prayers for all aspects of the Christian Life (some of the prayers
are also located on the inside front cover of the hymnal). May these prayers be
useful in your worship.

Before worship prayer - Faithful God, whose mercies are new to us every
morning, we humbly pray that You would look upon us in mercy and renew us by
Your Holy Spirit. Keep safe our going out and our coming in, and let Your blessing
remain with us throughout this day. Preserve us in Your righteousness and grant us
a portion in that eternal life which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord. AMEN. 

We’re So Glad God Brought You Here Today!

Opening Hymn: “O Morning Star, How Fair and BrightL”SB, hymn #395, st 1-4

O Morning Star, how fair and bright!
You shine with God’s own truth and light,

Aglow with grace and mercy!
Of Jacob’s race, King David’s son,

Our Lord and master, You have won
Our hearts to serve You only!

Lowly, holy!     Great and glorious,
All victorious,     Rich in blessing!

Rule and might o’er all possessing!

Come, heav’nly Bridegroom, Light divine,
And deep within our hearts now shine;

There light a flame undying!
In Your one body let us be

As living branches of a tree,
Your life our lives supplying.

Now, though daily     Earth’s deep sadness
May perplex us     And distress us,
Yet with heav’nly joy You bless us.
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Lord, when You look on us in love,
At once there falls from God above

A ray of purest pleasure.
Your Word and Spirit, flesh and blood
Refresh our souls with heav’nly food.

You are our dearest treasure!
Let Your mercy     Warm and cheer us!

O draw near us!     For You teach us
God’s own love through You has reached us.

Almighty Father, in Your Son
You loved us when not yet begun
Was this old earth’s foundation!

Your Son has ransomed us in love
To live in Him here and above:

This is Your great salvation.
Alleluia!     Christ the living,
To us giving     Life forever,

Keeps us Yours and fails us never!

INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON

P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. Matthew 28:19b
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C: who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8
P: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in prayer and

praise in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word,
and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
Let us humble ourselves before our Good and gracious God.

(Moment of silent reflection)
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P: Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner. Luke 18:13

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

P: Let us pray . . . Almighty God, 
C: merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and

gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly
forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen. John 20:19-23

KYRIE ~ Lord Have Mercy (Sung) Mark 10:47

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.

Gloria in Excelsis ~ Glory To God In The Highest (Sung)Luke 2:14; John 1:29

To God on high be glory     And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven     Proclaimed at Jesus' birth!

We praise and bless You, Father;     Your holy name we sing
Our thanks for Your great glory,     Lord God, our heav'nly King.

To You, O sole-begotten,     The Father's Son, we pray;
O Lamb of God, our Savior,     You take our sins away.
Have mercy on us, Jesus;     Receive our heartfelt cry,

Where You in pow'r are seated     At God's right hand on high

For You alone are holy,     You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever,     Be worshiped and adored;

You with the Holy Spirit     Alone are Lord Most High,
In God the Father's glory.     "Amen!" our glad reply.
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P: The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray . . . . Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River

You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit.
Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your children
and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: Amen
(Please be Seated)

Hymn: “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright” LSB, hymn #395, st 5-6

O let the harps break forth in sound!
Our joy be all with music crowned,

Our voices gladly blending!
For Christ goes with us all the way—

Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day!
His love is never ending!

Sing out! Ring out!     Jubilation!
Exultation!     Tell the story!

Great is He, the King of Glory!

What joy to know, when life is past,
The Lord we love is first and last,

The end and the beginning!
He will one day, oh, glorious grace,

Transport us to that happy place
Beyond all tears and sinning!

Amen! Amen!     Come, Lord Jesus!
Crown of gladness!     We are yearning

For the day of Your returning!

THE READING OF THE WORD

Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 42:1-9 (God Delights In His Servant)

Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have
put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry aloud
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or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break,
and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He
will not grow faint or be discouraged till he has established justice in the earth; and
the coastlands wait for his law. Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens
and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who
gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk in it: “I am the Lord; I
have called you in righteousness; I will take you by the hand and keep you; I will
give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations, to open the eyes that
are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who
sit in darkness. I am the Lord; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my
praise to carved idols. Behold, the former things have come to pass, and new things
I now declare; before they spring forth I tell you of them.”

Epistle Lesson: Romans 6:1-11 (Buried And Raised With Christ)

What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no
means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of us
who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were
buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of
life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be
united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified
with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would
no longer be enslaved to sin. For one who has died has been set free from sin. Now
if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has
dominion over him. For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he
lives he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive
to God in Christ Jesus.

Stand (as you are able)

Alleluia and Verse John 20:31

C: (Sung) Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  These things are written that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
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P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 3:13-17 (This Is My Beloved Son)

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. John
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come
to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill
all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus was baptized, immediately
he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; and
behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well
pleased.”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be Seated)

Children’s Sermon

Sermon Hymn: “To Jordan's River Came Our Lord” LSB, hymn #405

To Jordan’s river came our Lord,
The Christ, whom heav’nly hosts adored,
The God from God, the Light from Light,

The Lord of glory, pow’r, and might.

The Savior came to be baptized—
The Son of God in flesh disguised—
To stand beneath the Father’s will

And all His righteousness fulfill.

As Jesus in the Jordan stood
And John baptized the Lamb of God,

The Holy Spirit, heav’nly dove,
Descended on Him from above.
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Then from God’s throne with thund’rous sound
Came God’s own voice with words profound:

“This is My Son,” was His decree,
“The one I love, who pleases Me.”

The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight
Anointed Christ in glorious sight

As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall
To save the world and free us all.

Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute;
This man is Christ, our substitute!

He was baptized in Jordan’s stream,
Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme.

Sermon: “Behold, My Chosen One” Isaiah 42:1-9

Stand (as you are able)

P: Let us confess our faith, using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day
he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen

(Please be Seated)

Tithes and Offerings/Attendance Cards
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OFFERTORY - Create In Me LSB, Divine Service 3, pg 192-193
C: (Sung) Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within

me. Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit
from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and uphold me with
Thy free spirit.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 1 Timothy 2:1-4

P: Because of our Baptism we “must consider [ourselves] dead to sin and alive
to God in Christ Jesus.” Let us therefore boldly go to our heavenly Father in
prayer for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according
to their needs.
For all the baptized in the Body of Christ, given “as a covenant for the people,
a light for the nations,” that they would be strengthened by the Holy Spirit to
respond as His chosen servants with faith-filled thoughts, words, and deeds
in both their private and public lives. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: For the Church here and around the world, that we not feel unworthy in our

service, as did John the Baptist, but may spread the news of God’s proclaimed
favor in Christ and that those who make, administer, and judge the laws of all
the nations would order society in peace and justice so that the Church may
flourish. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: For all who work in the healing arts, those who respond first in disasters, and

those who protect us at home and while deployed in harm’s way, that God
would protect them in time of danger, give them courage to use their gifts for
the good of all entrusted to their care, and guide them when making difficult
decisions. Lord, in Your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.
P: For all who, like bruised reeds or faintly burning wicks, cry out to God for

compassion, strength, and healing. We pray that you be with those
hospitalized this past week (Especially, . . . ). Also be with those who continue
treatment and healing at home. We pray for them and all those that we name
in our hearts . . . (Silence). We pray that God would not let them grow faint or
discouraged, but would visit and relieve them according to His gracious will,
using us whenever possible to bring renewal of life and joy. Lord, in Your
mercy,
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C: hear our prayer.

(Additional prayers of the congregation. Each petition concludes with. . . )
P: . . . Lord, In Your Mercy,
C: Hear Our Prayer.

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has taught us to pray:

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen. Matthew 6:9-13

BLESSING

P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God. Psalm 103:1
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

C: Amen. Numbers 6:24-26

Closing Hymn: “Thy Strong Word” LSB, hymn #578

Thy strong word did cleave the darkness;
At Thy speaking it was done.

For created light we thank Thee,
While Thine ordered seasons run.

Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise to Thee who light dost send!

Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia without end!
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Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness,
Dark as night and deep as death,
Broke the light of Thy salvation,

Breathed Thine own life-breathing breath.
Alleluia, alleluia!

Praise to Thee who light dost send!
Alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia without end!

Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous;
Bright with Thine own holiness,

Glorious now, we press toward glory,
And our lives our hopes confess.

Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise to Thee who light dost send!

Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia without end!

From the cross Thy wisdom shining
Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might;
From the cross forever beameth
All Thy bright redeeming light.

Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise to Thee who light dost send!

Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia without end!

Give us lips to sing Thy glory,
Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim,

Throats that shout the hope that fills us,
Mouths to speak Thy holy name.

Alleluia, alleluia!
May the light which Thou dost send

Fill our songs with alleluias,
Alleluias without end!
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God the Father, light-creator,
To Thee laud and honor be.

To Thee, Light of Light begotten,
Praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, light-revealer,
Glory, glory be to Thee.

Mortals, angels, now and ever
Praise the holy Trinity!

See You In Worship Next Week!

After worship prayer

Almighty God, grant to Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the wisdom which comes
down from above, that Your Word may not be bound but have free course and be
preached to the joy and edifying of Christ's holy people, that in steadfast faith we
may serve You and in the confession of Your name abide unto the end; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN.

There will be Prayer Ministry Member(s) in each service that will be wearing a
prayer ministry tag around their neck. Please look for them if you are wanting prayer
for yourself, someone else or prayer for a concern or situation you may have. 

Please join us for coffee and donut holes in the cafeteria after Sunday services.

Altar Flowers Altar flowers this weekend are given in loving memory of my father,
Ulysses Curwick, and my sister, Florence Banks, on their birthdays, by Carol
Ginger; also in loving memory of my husband, Wendall Beckman, on his 83rd

birthday (January 10 ), by Donna Beckman.th
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